NOVEMBER 2022 COMMKIT – LEADERSHIP COLUMN
FROM OUR COMMUNITY TO THE NATION — AND SOMETIMES EVEN THE WORLD

Folks in our service area pass these places every day. Their names are familiar to all of us — if for no other reason than as a sort of geographical landmark: “You take a right, just past the entrance to …” A good number of [INSERT NAME OF COOPERATIVE] members work there; indeed, these workforce payrolls contribute in major ways to the economic vitality of our communities. 
It wouldn’t be fair to say that most of us take these companies for granted, but it might be accurate to state that we seldom stop to consider the impact and reach that manufacturers like [INSERT COMPANY NAMES] have far beyond our immediate area. Products or components produced right here are part of iconic brands such as [LIST]. 
[Middle paragraph(s) should list locally made products in some detail, explaining their significance and the scope of their distribution or the extent to which they connect with consumers. Particularly if those companies make parts for other products, be sure to “connect the dots” from those components to the finished manufactured goods. If your co-op serves a manufacturer that fabricates a product from start to finish, you might wish to share some information about market share: “XYZ Corporation makes 80 percent of all children’s bike helmets sold in the U.S.” Or, “If you brew drip coffee using a paper filter, chances are it was made right here in our Co-op’s service area.” For commodities, perhaps something like, “Zinc mined by XYZ Corporation is used to galvanize steel, which helps prevent vehicle bodies from rusting.” In other words, help folks understand that things made in their community are shipped all over and used to make other goods.]  
Because we distribute the electricity that powers the operation of these manufacturers, the goods they make are a source of incredible pride to everyone here at [CO-OP NAME]. Not only that, but large commercial members like [LIST] have strong “load factors” (essentially, the measure of the percentage that an electric system is being utilized) and are thus extremely important in our efforts to keep electric rates steady.  
You see, we have to build a distribution system with enough capacity to support demand for electricity on the very coldest winter nights and the most sweltering summer days. The [NAME OF CO-OP] system has to be maintained in such a way as to be ready to function at those extremes — even though that type of peak demand only occurs on very rare occasions. 
Most residential members have very predictable patterns of energy use that vary widely based on when most folks are home, when they’re awake, etc. In contrast, industries have very steady energy curves that are not weather-driven and that don’t show much hour-by-hour variation in kilowatt-hour use. This type of load factor helps us use our system at more of its built capacity — which helps every member of our co-op by increasing our likelihood of being able to keep rates stable. 
As it is with all our members, our goal is to provide these companies with a reliable and affordable supply of electricity. When they expand their operations, we’re there to help them invest in the upgraded electrical infrastructure. We work alongside them on local economic development initiatives. We volunteer together to benefit nonprofit/charitable organizations. These large commercial members depend on [CO-OP] electricity to make the products we all need, use and enjoy — and we couldn’t be more proud that they call our community home.     
