
Driving blindfolded

Would you drive on a highway blindfolded? Of course not — that’d be foolish. However, if you text while driving 55 miles per hour on a highway, you are essentially doing just that.
Five seconds is the average time your eyes are off the road while texting. When traveling at 55 mph, that's like driving the length of a football field while blindfolded. Talking on a cellphone also carries significant risks. According to the National Safety Council, drivers can miss seeing up to half of what's around them — traffic lights, stop signs, pedestrians — when talking on a cellphone.
In our digital world, people feel pressure to remain in constant contact, even when behind the wheel.  As mobile technology use increases, distracted driving —talking, texting, sending emails — is a growing threat to community safety. We have all seen distracted drivers, and, most likely, we ourselves have used phones while driving. Drivers don’t realize the dangers posed when they take their eyes off the road and their hands off the wheel to focus on activities other than driving.
You may be wondering why your electric co-op cares about this issue.
“We see distracted drivers every day,” says [SAFETY COORDINATOR NAME, TITLE]. “Our crews spend a lot of time up poles, working along the side of roadways, and they have a pretty good view through the windshield of passing motorists. They know how common it really is.”
Texting and cellphone use behind the wheel take your eyes off the road, your hands off the wheel and your focus off driving — endangering the driver and others, including passengers, pedestrians, other drivers, bystanders and even utility workers.
Safety is a core value for [CO-OP NAME]. At this time of year in particular when more people are on the roads and kids are going to and from school, our goal is to raise awareness and spur conversation about the dangers of distracted driving. Talking on a cellphone quadruples your risk of an accident, about the same as if you were driving drunk. Risk doubles again if you are texting while driving. We are committed to eliminating this unnecessary risk and believe that no conversation or text is worth the potential danger. 
Help promote a culture of safety. We encourage everyone to join us and help keep our families, friends and neighbors safer by putting their phones down and focusing on the road when they drive. Together, we can put the brakes on distracted driving.

