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NAME Cooperative Partners With WGU Tennessee To Offer Scholarships  

 Nonprofit, online university will provide $50,000 in scholarships through “Power Your Future” initiative for new students who are electric cooperative members  

[bookmark: _Hlk19779255][bookmark: _Hlk77161369]CITY, Tenn. (Dec. XX, 2021) – In an effort to empower residents in rural areas of Tennessee to go back to school and further their education, NAME COOPERATIVE has partnered with WGU Tennessee, an affiliate of Western Governors University, to provide up to $50,000 in scholarships to its qualified customers who are interested in pursuing a degree with WGU. The “Power Your Future” scholarship is open to new students who are consumers of, or live in a household served by, electric co-ops that power rural Tennessee.

“WGU shares our goal of supporting and investing in the future of our community,” said NAME, TITLE (president/GM/vice president/etc.) of the NAME Cooperative. “This partnership with WGU will provide new opportunities for Tennesseans to pursue a degree in higher education without the barrier of cost. We are excited to be on the front lines of building a brighter Tennessee.”

Through the “Power Your Future” scholarships, WGU aims to empower students in rural Tennessee who are committed to going back to school to complete their undergraduate or graduate degrees. Each scholarship is valued at up to $3,000 and will be applied at a rate of $750 per six-month term. 

WGU is a leader in providing online, affordable, competency-based education to working adults who are interested in furthering their skillset but need the flexibility of online education to fit their busy lives. Tuition is around $4,000 per six-month term for most undergraduate degree programs, and students can take as many courses as they are comfortable with during a term.

To be eligible, scholarship applicants must be officially admitted to WGU and enrolled in one of the university’s more than 60 accredited bachelor’s and master’s degree programs in business, information technology, K–12 teacher education, and health professions, including nursing. Students must also complete the scholarship application at wgu.edu/power and be interviewed by a WGU scholarship counselor. Recipients will be selected based on academic records, financial need, readiness for online study, and current competency, among other considerations. 

“We are delighted to partner with CO-OP NAME in this important venture, making education more accessible and affordable for working adults across Tennessee,” said Kim Estep, Chancellor of WGU Tennessee and Vice President, Southeast Region of WGU. “Together we seek to provide a streamlined approach and expand access to higher education, particularly for rural residents served by electric cooperatives who do not have easy access to high-quality higher education in their communities.”

Over 4,270 Tennesseans are currently enrolled at WGU Tennessee, which has conferred more than 7,930 degrees in the state. 

For more information about WGU or the Power Your Future scholarship, visit wgu.edu/power. 

About WGU Tennessee
Established in 1997 by 19 U.S. governors with a mission to expand access to high-quality, affordable higher education, online, nonprofit WGU now serves more than 130,000 students nationwide and has nearly than 250,000 graduates in all 50 states. Driving innovation as the nation’s leading competency-based university, WGU has been recognized by the White House, state leaders, employers, and students as a model that works in postsecondary education. In just 24 years, the university has become a leading influence in the development of innovative workforce-focused approaches to education. WGU is accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities, has been named one of Fast Company’s Most Innovative Companies, and has been featured on NPR, NBC Nightly News, and CNN, and in The New York Times. Learn more at www.wgu.edu. 
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