August 2021 COMMKIT – LEADERSHIP COLUMN
Youth Education: Investing in a Brighter Tennessee
Many of you are probably aware that [CO-OP NAME] maintains an ongoing presence in our local schools. From conducting in-person classroom demonstrations to providing online educational resources to teachers, your children know more about how electricity works and how to stay safe around it—thanks to experiences and information provided by your co-op. These young people come to understand the importance of managing energy use wisely, and they learn how developing renewable resources helps to protect our environment.
But what some folks may not realize is just how deep this commitment to education goes. The foundation of our responsibility is one of the “seven cooperative principles” that define [CO-OP NAME]’s business model: education, training, and information. Since our beginning, we have provided educational opportunities to a number of groups—consumer-owners, elected officials, directors, community leaders, and employees. But perhaps none of our outreach efforts has been more impactful than those directed toward youth.
We’ve built a strong relationship with local school systems by providing interesting and age-appropriate energy education that engages students while helping their teachers meet core standards. Though the bulk of these presentations are made to public school students, [CO-OP NAME] personnel also share energy education information with scout groups, boys and girls clubs, college students, groups of homeschoolers, and those attending STEM camps and summer library programs.  

One of our signature offerings has been sponsoring area high school juniors on a week-long expense-paid trip to visit our nation’s capital—along with the opportunity to win a scholarship. While the Washington Youth Tour has looked a little different for the past two years due to the pandemic, we’re hopeful that we’ll be back in D.C. this year! Participants see places of cultural and historical significance, network with their peers from across Tennessee and the entire country, and get a deeper understanding of and appreciation for our system of government. They also come away from the experience with a feel for just how important electric cooperatives are to the communities they serve.

Youth Tour is just one of many programs that we provide for our community. As school resumes this month, we encourage parents and teachers to take a look at our full list of educational programs on page [XX].

As wonderful as these opportunities are, there is an underlying reason for our involvement with youth outreach that goes beyond the fundamentals of energy education. The fact is, many of the young people impacted by [CO-OP NAME]’s educational efforts will grow up and start families of their own, right here in our service area. Today’s students become tomorrow’s consumers—and the next generation of our consumer-owners.

I hope you’ll join us in supporting the schools in your community, whether that is participating in a fund raiser, volunteering at an event or just giving a teacher or an administrator a pat on the back.

Education matters for the future of our communities, so let’s build a brighter future together.
