June 2021 COMMKIT - SAFETY
Play it safe: water and electricity don’t mix
When temperatures rise, a refreshing dip in the water is a great way to cool off. But for all the fun to be had, there are electrical safety hazards to be mindful of as you and your family enjoy summer recreation. 
“A particularly tragic incident comes to mind from nine years ago,” recalls [CO-OP NAME] Safety Coordinator [EMPLOYEE NAME]. “Two middle school age boys died after being electrocuted in the water near an East Tennessee marina where they were swimming. Electricity from a faulty electrical cord traveled down a metal ladder from the houseboat into the water. Power to the dock was disconnected as soon as possible, and CPR was administered, but it was too late. What started out as a fun day at the lake turned into a tragedy.”
Water is an excellent conductor of electricity. Here are some important safety considerations to remember in order to stay safe this summer. 
At the lake
Familiarize yourself with safety practices at your marina. Dock electrical systems should include protection by ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) and be inspected annually by professionals familiar with marine codes. Obey posted “no swimming” signs. Check to see if the marina has an electricity detection/warning system.
Make sure your boat is wired safely. An improperly wired houseboat plugged into a marina’s power pedestal or a faulty on-board battery charger can energize the hull of a boat — which could cause the water around it to become lethal. 
Around the pool
Mold on the inside of the lenses of underwater pool lights could be an early indication of a water leak. Have underwater lights, junction boxes and writing connections inspected by a licensed electrician. 
Keep electrical cords and wired devices well away from the water. Know the location of electrical switches and circuit breakers for pool equipment and lights and how to turn off the power in an emergency. 
Make sure you have a fiberglass shepherd’s crook or rescue hook nearby to retrieve someone in distress.
In the backyard
Double-check to be sure there’s no damage to the power cord of your electric pressure washer. Using an extension cord with an electric pressure washer can compromise the GFCI effectiveness and result in electric shock.
High-powered water guns can be a ton of fun, but keep in mind that some offer a range of 50 feet. If you shoot water at a power line, electricity can travel down the stream of water right back to you.  
