July 2020 COMMKIT – MOVE OVER ARTICLE/MEDIA RELEASE

MAKE ROOM FOR ROADSIDE CREWS
[HEADQUARTERS CITY] – When the power goes out, so do [CO-OP NAME]’s line crews. Lineworkers are the first to respond after an outage occurs, and they work tirelessly to restore power to the communities we serve.
Lineworkers frequently work alongside busy roadways, often only feet away from passing cars.
If you’re traveling and see one of our crews on the side of the road, we kindly ask that you move over if possible and give them a little extra space to work. We deeply care about the safety of all, and this extra precaution ensures just that. It shows common courtesy, and it is required by Tennessee state law.
In 2011, Tennessee’s electric cooperatives led a coalition to revise the state’s existing move over law to include utility workers. The requirements of the law are simple.
If you approach a crew while traveling on a two-lane road, moving over to the next lane might not be an option. In this case, we simply ask that you slow down when approaching roadside crews. If you approach a crew while traveling on a four-lane road, and safety and traffic conditions allow, we ask that you move over into the far lane.
“We can handle the dangers at the top of the pole,” said [LINEWORKER FOREMAN NAME, TITLE]. “but we have no control over drivers passing by us at the bottom of the pole. Every guy on my crew can share a story of a close call with a passing car. You can help my team get home safe – slow down and pay attention.”
Utility crews aren’t the only ones who could use the extra space. Emergency responders like police officers, firefighters and emergency medical technicians often find themselves responding to emergency situations near busy roadways. Follow the same procedures mentioned above to help keep these crews safe. 
There’s plenty of room for all. Let’s work together to keep everyone safe on our local roadways. 
More information about the law is available at moveovertennessee.org.
[CO-OP NAME] is a consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric utility that serves more than [METER COUNT] meters in [COUNTIES SERVED]. Learn more about [CO-OP NAME] at [URL].
