APRIL 2020 COMMKIT – LEADERSHIP COLUMN
A Month of Days

According to the National Day Calendar, more than 1,500 national days of remembrance or recognition will be celebrated in 2020. Many of these take place in April.

Some of these special days are important and worthy of consideration.

April 2 is World Autism Day, an opportunity to celebrate the millions of individuals and families affected by autism. April 9 is National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, a time set aside to honor the courageous men and women who have served and sacrificed for our nation. April 19 is National Oklahoma City Bombing Commemoration Day in remembrance of those impacted by this tragic event in 1995.

Other days seem far less important.

April 5 is National Deep Dish Pizza Day, April 14 is National Reach as High as You Can Day and April 20 is National Lima Bean Respect Day. We have no plans at [CO-OP NAME] to celebrate National Wear Your Pajamas to Work Day on April 16; however, I am particularly interested in recognizing National Cheddar Fries Day on April 20.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There are three days on the calendar this month that have particular meaning for us at [CO-OP NAME].

Monday, April 13, is National Lineworker Appreciation Day. We have [XX] lineworkers at [CO-OP NAME] who go above and beyond to provide reliable energy to the communities we serve. They have a dangerous job that frequently requires them to leave their families for days at a time. Help us celebrate their service and sacrifice by shaking their hands if you see them around town or by using hashtag #THANKALINEWORKER on social media.

April 22, 2020, marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, an annual event to celebrate and protect our planet. Our power supplier, the Tennessee Valley Authority, has reduced carbon emissions by 60 percent from 2005 levels – about twice as much as the U.S. energy industry as a whole for the same time period. We applaud their efforts to balance environmental stewardship with affordable, reliable energy. [CO-OP NAME] is also taking our own steps to reduce or environmental impact. [INCLUDE DETAILS OF ELECTRIC VEHICLES, COMMUNITY SOLAR OR LED LIGHTING PROJECTS].

Finally, National Arbor Day is celebrated on April 24, the last Friday in April. Trees beautify our environment, provide oxygen and habitat and protect our topsoil from erosion. When planted in the wrong place, however, trees can affect the safe and reliable operation of your electric system. I encourage you to celebrate Arbor Day this year by planting a tree with your family, but be sure it will not grow into powerlines as it gets bigger. [INCLUDE DETAILS OF TREELINE CERTIFICATION OR TREE PLANTING EVENTS SPONSORED BY THE CO-OP].

Whether it is National Vitamin C Day (April 4) or National Picnic Day (April 23), you can be confident that the entire team at [CO-OP NAME] is here to provide safe, affordable, reliable and clean energy to our communities day in and day out.
