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How will you celebrate Earth Day?

Earth Day is considered one of the world’s largest civic events, and on April 22, we can all be part of this global movement to help the environment. 
First, I want to share some things that we’re doing right here at [CO-OP NAME] to better our own little corner of the world. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the past [number] years, we’ve launched several green initiatives, including [insert info about a green initiative or program, like community solar], enabling our consumer-members to access energy from renewable sources. The greenest form of energy, however, is energy that doesn’t have to be produced, and that is why we provide energy audits to help our members make their homes and business more energy efficient. We have [number] electric vehicles that have been deployed. [If you have an EV program, note that here.] We also help to create pollinator habitats within our service territory, and we [describe other environmental programs/activities].
Our power supplier, the Tennessee Valley Authority, has made significant changes to their power generation portfolio. Today, more than 56 percent of the energy they produce comes from carbon-neutral sources, and they have plans to cut emissions even further in the next decade. 
There are many ways we as individuals can help the environment, and some are easier than you’d think. Here are a few simple actions you can take now to reduce your energy use. 
Audit your light bulbs. Swapping out any remaining incandescent bulbs with LED bulbs can make a big difference in home efficiency, and it’s one of the easiest ways to reduce your energy bill.
Maintain your HVAC system. Replace your home air filters to allow your HVAC system to run more efficiently. Air filters prevent dust and allergens from clogging your HVAC system. Changing the filters makes your unit run more efficiently – keeping your home cooler in the summer and warmer in the winter.
Examine your smart or programmable thermostat. Make sure it is programmed for the current season and family schedule. This is one of the best tools at your fingertips, however, you can only achieve these efficiencies and savings if it is programmed properly and adjusted periodically to keep pace with changes in household routines.
Seal window and doors. Seal leaks with weather stripping and caulk to keep cool air indoors during warm months and prevent cold air from penetrating the indoors during colder months. Sealing gaps around piping, dryer vents, fans and outlets also helps to seal the envelope and increase efficiency.
While these suggestions may not be glamorous actions worthy of a press release or event, they do make a difference. And we’re always here to help if you want more information on how you can save energy. Stop by our office or give us a call. 
As we celebrate Earth Day this April, let’s continue to work together and make a positive impact on our local community – and our beautiful planet. 

