
DECEMBER 2019 COMMKIT – LEADERSHIP COLUMN
The Seventh Principle 
	
Cooperatives across the globe adhere to the same Seven Cooperative Principles that guide all of our decisions––from how we run the co-op, to how we engage with our local communities.
The seventh principle is “concern for community.” While the employees of [CO-OP NAME] think about this year around, but there is something about this time of year that makes concern for community seems especially important.
[IF YOUR CO-OP PARTICIPATED IN THE DAY OF SERVICE, INCLUDE THE DETAILS BELOW. IF NOT, USE THIS SPACE TO TALK ABOUT YOUR WORK WITH RELAY FOR LIFE, TOYS FOR TOTS, ETC…]
In October, [CO-OP NAME] participated in the Tennessee Electric Co-op Day of Service. This annual event challenges the state’s electric co-ops to complete service projects in their communities.
For this year’s event, we [DESCRIBE YOUR CO-OP’S DAY OF SERVICE PROJECT. INCLUDE DETAILS ON WHAT YOU ACCOMPLISHED (pounds of food collected, bags of trash cleaned up, first responders fed, etc...).] [DESCRIBE THE CHARITY OR ORGANIZATION YOU WORKED WITH]
In the first three years of this event, 1,200 co-op employees have volunteered 2,300 hours to complete 74 community projects across the state
This goes to show that you can accomplish a lot by working together.
Working together is the foundation of our Operation Round Up Program. This program allows our consumers to round up their energy bills to the next dollar amount, and the extra change goes toward helping those in need, right here in our community. You can learn more about this program on our website at [CO-OP URL].
In the holiday rush, it can be easy to forget that there are families right here in our community who go without on a daily basis. This struggle can be especially hard during the holiday season.
This month I challenge you to seek out ways for you and your family to serve others. Take some time to go through your closets and find clothes, shoes and coats that you no longer wear. Bag those items up and take them to your local Salvation Army, Goodwill or church clothing drive. Volunteer for a local food or toy drive, deliver meals to the sick and the elderly or simply make a meal for a neighbor in need. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]No matter how great or small the act, every time we give back, we strengthen our community. So take the time to give back this holiday season. You’ll be glad you did.
On behalf of the [###] employees at [CO-OP NAME], we wish you a very merry Christmas and a happy holiday season.
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