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In the light of day 
	
My mother frequently reminded me that “Nothing good happens after midnight.” She was a wise lady, and statistics back up her homespun wisdom.
Multiple studies have found that most crime occurs between midnight and 2 a.m. 
There are many things that contribute to this late-night spike in crime, but perhaps the greatest factor is the darkness. Successful criminal enterprises are rarely built in the daylight. According to the Department of Justice, 13 separate studies found that improved street lighting had a significant impact on crime, reducing reported cases by 21 percent.
What is it about light that has such an impact on our lives?
Light increases our safety and security. Or put another way, light helps us see to avoid danger. Whether it be a garden hose or other tripping hazard, an unwanted animal or unwelcomed visitor, light helps us recognize and react to situations and threats that are around us, both inside and outside our homes.
This time of year brings with it shorter days and longer nights. It is a great time to consider improving the lighting in and around your home.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your local hardware store is a great place to find solutions for your lighting needs. New LED options provide lots of light and cost very little money to operate. This can be as simple as changing bulbs, but adding fixtures should be left to experienced DIYers or qualified electricians. Safety first!
[CO-OP NAME] can also help you with outdoor lighting. 
[LIST SECURITY LIGHTING OPTIONS FOR HOMES AND BUSINESSES]
We also have affordable solutions for businesses and churches. [PROVIDE DETAILS]
Contact your local [CO-OP NAME] office for more information on our outdoor lighting program.
Improving lighting is a low-cost way to significantly improve the safety, security and overall comfort of your home. Effective lighting can bring the light of day to the darkest nights.
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