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Members take co-op message
to legislators in Nashville

Staff from Chickasaw
Electric Cooperative
were among more than
200 electric co-op lead-

ers in Nashville on Monday and
Tuesday, March 7 and 8, for the
2016 Tennessee Electric Coop-
erative Association’s Legislative
Conference. John Collins,
CEC’s general manager, joined
in meetings with legislators on
Capitol Hill to help them better
understand electric cooperatives
and the issues that impact rural
and suburban Tennessee. 

House Speaker Beth Harwell
welcomed the group, saying,
“You serve 71 percent of our
state and 2.5 million
Tennesseans. We recognize the
impact you have on our state.”

Tennessee’s electric
cooperatives maintain a visible
presence in Nashville and
Washington, D.C., to protect the
interests of co-op members.
“We are here to give a voice to
rural Tennesseans,” said David Callis,
CEO of the Tennessee Electric
Cooperative Association. “We must tell
the electric cooperative story and educate
lawmakers about the impact of proposed
legislation.”

“Decisions made in Nashville can have
serious consequences for our co-op, our
members and the communities we serve,”
said Collins. “We have a responsibility to
our members to see that their voice is
heard.” Attendees reminded legislators
that co-ops are not-for-profit, member-
owned and -regulated private businesses
that impact rural and suburban Tennessee
in many ways.

Visits focused on specific legislation
that impacts co-ops and the communities
they serve. Co-op leaders expressed
support for a bill that allows electric co-
ops to provide broadband Internet
service. 

“We serve the areas with the greatest
need for broadband,” said Mike Knotts,
vice president of government affairs for
the Tennessee Electric Cooperative
Association. “We have a role to play in
bringing high-speed connectivity to rural
Tennessee.”

Co-ops also voiced their support of
legislation that modernizes the tax code
for co-ops and discussed the impact of the
recent Supreme Court decision to halt
implementation of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Clean Power Plan.

“Educated and informed legislators are
necessary for us to provide low-cost,
reliable power, and our members make a
powerful impression when they come to
Nashville,” said Knotts. More than 100
legislative visits were made during the
conference, and dozens of legislators
from across the state attended a reception
honoring members of the Tennessee
General Assembly.

Chickasaw Electric 
Cooperative

17970 Highway 64
Somerville, TN 38068

Phone: 901-465-3591
Toll-Free: 866-465-3591
Fax: 901-465-5392
Email: cec@chickasaw.coop

Website: Chickasaw.coop

24-hour emergency service:
901-465-3591

Office hours:
Monday- Friday
7 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Stay connected

Facebook:
Chickasaw Electric Cooperative

Instagram:
ChickasawECoop

Twitter:
ChickasawECoop

Pinterest
chickasawecoop
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Chickasaw Electric Cooperative is gearing up for the 2016 annual meet-
ing, which will be held Tuesday, Sept. 20, at Warren Community
Church. Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. for registration, hamburgers and
hotdogs will be served and the business session will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Watch for additional details in future issues of The Tennessee Magazine.

Mark your calendars for CEC’s annual meeting

Walker, Montague attend Youth Leadership Summit

Fayette Academy students Allie Walker and Mark
Montague were in Nashville March 21-23 for the
Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association’s an-
nual Youth Leadership Summit. These students

were chosen and sponsored by Chickasaw Electric Coop-
erative.

Beth Harwell welcomed attendees to Nashville on
Tuesday morning, March 22, in the House Chamber of the
Tennessee State Capitol and spent time explaining her
role as Speaker of the House and the process that is
required to pass legislation.

Rep. Kevin Dunlap also addressed the group and
encouraged students to stay active and involved. “You are
already leaders, or you would not be here today,” he said.
He also helped students understand the role electric
cooperatives play in rural Tennessee. “The electric co-ops
were created because there was a problem: Rural
Tennessee did not have the privilege of electricity,” said
Dunlap. “Our leaders and citizens worked together to
form the electric cooperatives and solve the problem.”

Senators Mike Bell, Richard Briggs and Ferrell Haile
and Representatives Kent Calfee, Dan Howell, Jay Reedy
and David Shepard joined Harwell and Dunlap for a town
hall meeting with students in the House Chamber.

The theme of this year’s summit was “Small Towns,
Big Ideas,” and attendees were encouraged to use their
talents to help improve rural Tennessee. “Local electric
co-ops, school officials and guidance counselors chose
these deserving students to attend the summit based on
their interests in government and strong leadership
abilities,” said Todd Blocker, vice president of member
relations for the Tennessee Electric Cooperative
Association. “During this year’s Youth Leadership
Summit, we taught these exceptional students that
advances in technology have created unique career
opportunities in their hometowns. They will be the next
generation of leaders in rural Tennessee, and we want to
prepare them for the challenges and opportunities they
will face.”

“These students will soon be our community leaders —
and electric cooperative member-owners,” said Andrea
Kee, CEC communication specialist. “Because we want

them to share our passion for rural communities, it is an
honor for CEC to help prepare them for the opportunities
that are ahead. We need their talents and leadership more
than ever.”

From left, Sen. Delores Gresham, Allie Walker, Mark
Montague, CEC’s Andrea Kee and Rep. Jamie Jenkins
meet during the Youth Leadership Summit in Nashville.
Below, Tennessee’s group poses in front of the Capitol.
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Online payments

It’s has been brought to our attention that a number of
our members are making their electric payments
through third-party payment website doxo.com, a
service that allows you to organize and manage

all your accounts in one place. The problem
with making a payment on this website is
there is a delay before CEC receives your
payments, meaning late fees and a dis-
connect could occur. 

Payment options that
CEC recommends:

Free payment options
• Bank draft: To set up bank draft, visit us online at

chickasaw.coop, sign the bottom portion of your electric
bill (and write down your bank routing number and
account number) or call our office and speak to one of
our member service representatives. Your bill will be
drafted approximately five days before the due date.

• Online bank payments: Set up monthly payments
through your bank. Payment will reach CEC
electronically within three business days.

• By mail: Chickasaw Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box
459, Somerville, TN 38068

• Night depository: Located at the drive-through window
at CEC’s office (no cash, please).

• In person: Office hours are 7 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Monday-Friday. Office location is 17970

Highway 64 East, Somerville, TN
38068.

Low-cost payment
options

• Auto payment: Set up an online profile and
choose the time of month and 

maximum amount of the automatic payment. These
payments can be made by e-check or credit card; a $3
fee does apply.

• Credit card/e-check: You can pay your bill online at
chickasaw.coop or by phone with a CEC member
service representative or using our automated system.
We accept MasterCard and Visa. The maximum
payment accepted is $450. There is a $3 convenience
fee for each transaction.

State Primary/County General
Thursday, Aug. 4

The last day to register to vote for this election is Tuesday,
July 5.

Election day polls are open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Early voting: July 15-July 30
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Election office ONLY— 45 Dogwood Lane
Somerville, TN 38068

First day to request absentee ballot: Friday, May 6
Last day to request absentee ballot: Friday, July 28

State and Federal General; Nine Cities
Tuesday, Nov. 8

The last day to register to vote for this election is Tuesday,
Oct. 11.

Election day polls are open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Early voting: Oct. 19-Nov. 3
Monday-Friday 
Saturday satellite hours

First day to request
absentee ballot:
Wednesday, Aug. 10
Lady day to request
absentee ballot:
Tuesday, Nov. 1

2016 election information
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Tree trimming

Tree limbs that cross electrical wires can lead to
blinks, outages and downed wires. Chickasaw
Electric Cooperative crews systematically inspect
our service territory year-round for trees that

could pose problems for the system or the safety of our
members. Trees that grow too close to electric lines can
create shock and fire hazards as well as power outages.
More importantly, children can become victims of electric
shock when they climb trees that have grown too close to
the power lines. 

Trees growing into power lines can also create electrical
hazards for people who might be trimming branches,
hanging lights or otherwise working around them. If trees
poses such risks, crews will trim or remove them from the
right of way. A tree that is dead or dying and in danger of
falling into the power lines must be removed. We also trim
back trees when they grow too close to the power lines.

Tree maintenance helps ensure safe and reliable electric
service to our community and is provided at no additional
cost to members. When trees grow too close to power lines,
they can interrupt electric service and create hazardous

conditions for you and your neighbors. This is especially
true during periods of strong winds, ice and snow. Our goal
is to maintain a balance between safe and reliable electric
service and tree health. Crews are trained in modern tree
trimming techniques and safe work practices.

If you are concerned about a tree on your property or
interested in the possible removal of a tree near power
lines, please call our maintenance supervisor, Jerry Russell,
at 901-465-3591, ext. 500, or email
jrussell@chickasaw.coop.

Properly plant trees
Trees require room to grow both above and below

ground. This means that before you plant a new tree, you
must identify the right kind of tree for your yard — and
the right location: away from power lines and underground
facilities.

Talk to a local nursery for suggestions on low-growing
trees that can be planted near power lines. And, as always,
before you dig, make sure to contact your local One-Call
Center by dialing 811.
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CEC announces three area winners
of 2016 Washington Youth Tour Writing Contest

Chickasaw Electric Cooperative is
pleased to announce the winners
of the 2016 Washington Youth
Tour Writing Contest. Approxi-

mately 150 high school juniors were given a
chance to compete in the co-op’s competi-
tion. 

This year’s theme was “Electric
Cooperative: Powering Everyday Life.”
Outside sources judged the entries based on
originality, appropriate treatment of theme,
knowledge of subject, grammar and
composition. 

The winners are Joanna Becker, Fayette Academy;
McKenzie Cleveland, Rossville Christian Academy; and

Dana Kebschull, Fayette-Ware High School.
They will join nearly 1,500 students from
across the United States for the weeklong
Washington Youth Tour June 9-16. Kebschull
was named CEC’s overall winner, and her
story will be entered in a statewide
competition for scholarship money.

“We are eager to offer this once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to the youth in our
communities,” said Andrea Kee, CEC
communication specialist. “We feel we are
helping strengthen the future leadership of our
area by participating in the program.

“Congratulations to these students on their
achievements!” 

Fayette Academy winner Joanna
Becker, left,with her teacher,
Kristen Demmons.

Rossville Christian Academy winner
McKenzie Cleveland, left, with her
teacher, Sarah Schwalb.

Fayette-Ware High School winner
Dana Kebschull, right, with her
guidance counselor, Candice Mosby.

Michael Elrod 21 years
Charles Rivers 19 years
Shane Parks 12 years
Denton Pulliam 8 years
Jerry Russell 6 years
Robert Hart 6 years
Eric McIntyre 4 years
Dylan Edmonds 3 years

Employees celebrating 
anniversaries in March and AprilHoliday closing

Chickasaw Electric Cooperative
will be closed Monday, May 30, in

observance of Memorial Day.
As always, CEC personnel will 
be on call in the event of an

emergency.

Have a happy and safe 
Memorial Day!
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In Remembrance

Board member R.H. Pulliam Jr. passed away in
March. “Chickasaw Electric Cooperative was
very fortunate to have an individual such as Mr.
R.H. on our board of directors,” says CEC Gen-

eral Manager John Collins. “His knowledge and experience
will be missed.”

Mr. R.H., who began serving on the board in 1974 when
he replaced his father, witnessed and was a part of the many
improvements and advancements that have enabled CEC to
better serve our members.

Our condolences go to his family. 

Memphis Contract
Packaging Inc. (MCP) is

located in the heart of
Somerville on Ballpark Road.
MCP was founded in 1998 in
downtown Memphis, and after five years of personal care contract
manufacturing, the company branched out and bought a small
ethnic hair and skin care retail line called Softee Products.

Over the next several years, Softee grew into a mass retail
distribution company and became one of the largest ethnic hair
care brands in the U.S. Its products are sold through many of
the nation’s largest retailers and distributors as well as
international suppliers.

MCP continues to serve several Fortune 500 companies and
mass retailers with contract manufacturing of personal care
products and private labels, simplifying the companies’
difficult, cumbersome projects. Softee products are sold in
Walmart, Walgreen’s, Family Dollar, Dollar General and more. 

Local News

Darius Lewis, right, has a
son, Aiden, and lives in
Moscow. In his spare time,
he enjoys hunting, fishing
and riding horses.

Both Thompson and Lewis
have joined the Right-of-
Way Department. 

Meet CEC’s newest employees 

Ben Thompson, left, lives in
Oakland and has two
daughters, Chrissy and
Chelsea. He also has two
grandchildren, Addy and
Gavin. In his spare time, he
enjoys gardening and
drag-racing.

Protect your family by eliminating safety threats

May is Electrical Safety Month, a great time to
consider having your home’s electrical wiring
updated. According to the Consumer Product
Safety Commission (CPSC), the top causes of

electrical fires are aging wiring, extension cords that are in
permanent use (for which they aren’t designed), large appli-
ances that are plugged into circuits that can’t handle the load
and misused surge protectors.

Aside from starting fires, faulty wiring can electrocute
someone in your home. In fact, CPSC says electrocutions
associated with wiring cause hundreds of deaths each year
— and more than 140,000 fires.

Here are some tips:
• Even if you know how to operate an electrical device,

read the instructions so you’re sure you use it safely.
• Replace damaged electrical equipment or have it repaired

by a professional.
• Don’t overload power strips, cords and surge

suppressors. Know how much each can handle.
• To avoid overloading your home’s circuits, don’t plug

too many devices into one circuit.
• Install ground-fault circuit interrupters in the kitchen,

bathrooms, laundry room and garage — wherever you
might find yourself working near water.
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Whole-house energy monitoring systems
are a topic I can really sink my teeth
into. I have had one in my home for
more than eight years and love it.

True, I am a gadget guy, so on that basis alone it ap-
peals to me. But beyond its techno-goodness is a real
opportunity to learn how your home uses electricity
and teach everyone in your family about what uses
watts. Let’s take a look at these useful systems.

There are two primary ways in which whole-house
energy monitors get their data. The first is to have a
sensor you mount on your electric meter. I would not
recommend this route. Sensors are hard to align, and
Mother Nature can knock them out of alignment later
down the road. The sensor can also hinder Chickasaw
Electric Cooperative’s efforts to manage the meter.

The second option, which I recommend, uses
current transducers (CTs) placed around the big wires
that feed into your electric panel. The clips are a snap
to install (pun intended) and are out of the way. These
connect to a transmitter that sends the information to
your system’s monitor. A caution here: If you are
uncomfortable taking the cover off your electric panel,
ask an electrician or knowledgeable acquaintance to
handle this part for you.

After the transmitter is in place and sending data,
you can program the monitor with a variety of
information. My particular system allows me to set up
a couple of electric rates, the time, day and so forth.
From there, the unit presents my data in a
predetermined format. 

I mentioned that these systems help you learn how
your home uses energy. Step one is to determine the
base load of your home. Base load is a utility term that
means the lowest power consumption possible with
only essential items using electricity. The typical home
today (three bedroom, two bath) should have a base
load between 600 watts and 700 watts. This is your
refrigerator, freezer, fans and other equipment. At my
previous home, it was 650-698 watts. In my new,
smaller domicile, it is around 450 watts. The best time
to find this information is late at night when only you
are awake, looking to find your base load.

Why is this useful? You want to start identifying
how much different items in your home add to your
electric use. Going below your base load means
turning off something you probably shouldn’t. Above
that indicates a discretionary use. Here is a fun test:
Turn everything possible off to get to the base load.
Now, start turning on appliances, lights and so forth.
Note how much each uses. Over time, you can look at
the display and know what’s running.

Use this data to educate your family. Kids won’t
turn off their game console or television? Show them
the monitor, have them turn their stuff off and let them
see the difference. Then offer to deduct the cost from
their allowance. Yes, I am a meanie. Or, offer to split
the savings. You choose what is right for your family.

I have reduced my energy use as a result of having
my monitoring system. Knowing the cost of each item
makes me really think before I start using something.
The benefits will add up over time: lower bills, fewer
carbon emissions and lifelong lessons-become-habits
for your kids. It is a beautiful combination!

Tom Tate writes on cooperative issues for the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington,
Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 900-plus
consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric cooperatives.

Whole-house energy monitoring
By Tom Tate

A whole-house energy-monitoring system helps you
understand how you use energy. Identify how much
items add to your electric use by first turning off every
device possible to find your base use and then noting
how your use increases as you turn on additional items.
Above, you can see how much electricity a portable
heater consumes, right, compared to the base use.
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There is a children’s book ti-
tled “Safety 1st, Safety Al-
ways.” As you
can imagine, it

encompasses many of the
traditional safety lessons
parents should teach their
children.

We drill youngsters
about safety from an early
age because we know how
important it is to protect
ourselves and those we care
about. In the spirit of May
being National Electrical
Safety Month, let’s take a
look at how electric cooperatives have
been stepping up to the plate when it
comes to safety.

Up until 2007, there was an
alarming national trend among electric
co-ops that the number of “lost-time”
accidents was increasing. Lost time is
defined as anything resulting in an
employee missing time at work; these
accidents can range from a sprained
ankle to the ultimate tragedy of a
fatality.

This is why Federated Rural Electric
Insurance Exchange, which insures the
vast majority of electric co-ops
nationwide, initiated a campaign called
“Culture of Safety” to create a much
greater awareness about safety issues
among all electric co-ops. 

Through the use of strategy labs
across the country, Federated brought
together co-op CEOs and general
managers, operations supervisors,
safety directors and linemen to better
understand how each group viewed

safety. In doing so, differences in
perceptions regarding safety within

cooperatives were identified,
allowing for much-needed
conversations and
evaluations of how to raise
awareness and improve local
safety cultures. The Speak
Up, Listen Up program is
designed to empower
anyone who sees a
potentially unsafe situation
to “speak up” and
encourages everyone to
“listen up” to these
concerns. Results have been

dramatic, with a more than 30-percent
decline in the number of accidents over
the past nine years. 

As an electric co-op member, you,
too, have a role. If you see any
potential dangerous situations or
practices, you should report them as
soon as possible to Cumberland
Electric Membership Corporation. 

Implementation and success of the
Culture of Safety program demonstrate
a very important point: If we are
intentional about our actions, we can,
indeed, change the culture in our
organizations. The same is true for our
families, our teams and any groups to
which we belong.

We also know that living our
cooperative principles and values is
equally important. We have the best
business model because it puts our
members at the center of our efforts.

We look forward to being your safe
electricity provider and energy adviser
long into the future.

Cumberland 
Electric 
Membership 
Corporation
CEMC Management and Staff
Jim Coode, General Manager
David Abernathy,
Operations Division Manager
Chris A. Davis, 
Administrative Division Manager
Mark T. Cook, P.E.
Engineering Division Manager
Annebelle Chester,
Human Resources Manager
Seth Roberts, 
Member Services Manager

CEMC Co-op News Editor
Julie Wallace
P.O. Box 3300
Clarksville, TN 37043
Open Monday-Friday, 
7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
800-987-2362

Ashland City office
Josh Gill,
District Operations Supervisor
Clarksville office
Kenny Davis, 
District Operations Supervisor
Dover office
Terry Odom, 
District Operations Supervisor
Gallatin office
Travis Akins,
District Operations Supervisor
Portland/White House offices
Todd Hesson, 
District Operations Supervisor
Springfield office
Nicky Roberts, 
District Operations Supervisor

CEMC Board of Directors
Tommy G. Whittaker, 
Sumner Co., President
Wesley H. Aymett, 
Cheatham Co., Vice President
Shela K. Williams, 
At Large, Secretary-Treasurer
K. Jean Beauchamp, Robertson Co., 
Assistant Secretary-Treasurer 
Stephen E. Douglass, Stewart Co.
Charles R. Hancock, Stewart Co.
Michael A. Mason, Robertson Co.
C. David Morgan, Montgomery Co.
Edward L. Oliver, Montgomery Co.
Joe H. Whitaker, Sumner Co.
Mission Statement
Cumberland Electric Membership
Corporation is committed to providing
dependable, affordable electric service
through the expertise and dedication of
competent leadership and a well-
trained and responsive workforce.

Jim Coode,
General Manager,

Cumberland 
Electric Membership

Corporation

Electric co-ops
and a ‘Culture of Safety’
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Members take co-op message 
to legislators 

Directors and staff from
Cumberland Electric
Membership Corpora-
tion were among

more than 200 electric co-op lead-
ers in Nashville on Monday and
Tuesday, March 7 and 8, for the
2016 Tennessee Electric Coopera-
tive Association’s Legislative
Conference. Cumberland Electric
Membership Corporation Board
President Tommy Whittaker, As-
sistant Secretary-Treasurer Jeannie
Beauchamp and director David
Morgan joined General Manager
Jim Coode and Engineering Divi-
sion Manager Mark Cook in meet-
ings with legislators on Capitol
Hill to help them better understand
electric cooperatives and the is-
sues that impact rural and subur-
ban Tennessee. 

House Speaker Beth Harwell welcomed the group to
Nashville. “You serve 71 percent of our state and
2.5 million Tennesseans,” she said. “We recognize the
impact you have on our state.”

Tennessee’s electric cooperatives maintain a visible
presence in Nashville and Washington, D.C., to protect
the interests of co-op members. “We are here to give a
voice to rural Tennesseans,” said David Callis, CEO of
the Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association (TECA).
“We must tell the electric cooperative story and educate
lawmakers about the impact of proposed legislation.”

“Decisions made in Nashville can have serious
consequences for our co-op, our members and the
communities we serve,” said Coode. “We have a
responsibility to our members to see that their voice is
heard.” Attendees reminded legislators that co-ops are
not-for-profit, member-owned and -regulated private
businesses that impact rural and suburban Tennessee in
many ways.

Visits focused on specific legislation that impacts co-
ops and the communities they serve. Co-op leaders
expressed support for a bill that allows electric co-ops to
provide broadband Internet service. “We serve the areas
with the greatest need for broadband,” said Mike Knotts,
TECA’s vice president of government affairs. “We have a
role to play in bringing high-speed connectivity to rural
Tennessee.”

Co-ops also voiced their support of legislation that
modernizes the tax code for co-ops and discussed the
impact of the recent Supreme Court decision to halt
implementation of the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Clean Power Plan.

“Educated and informed legislators are necessary for
us to provide low-cost, reliable power, and our members
make a powerful impression when they come to
Nashville,” said Knotts. More than 100 legislative visits
were made during the conference, and dozens of
legislators from across the state attended a reception
honoring members of the Tennessee General Assembly.

CEMC General Manager Jim Coode, left, meets with Sen. Kerry Roberts to discuss
issues affecting Tennessee’s electric cooperatives during the TECA Legislative
Conference in Nashville. 
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Gardners attend Young Leaders Conference

Eric and Pamela Gardner of Robertson County
were sponsored by Cumberland Electric
Membership Cor-
poration to attend

the 2016 Young Leaders
Conference held Feb. 26
and 27 at the Drury Plaza
Hotel in Franklin. The
Gardners joined more than
300 others from across the
state for the annual confer-
ence, which brings couples
and individuals together
from rural communities to
learn about cooperatives,
share their views about
agriculture and discuss cur-
rent issues facing rural
Americans.

The Tennessee Council
of Cooperatives (TCC) co-
sponsors the annual
conference with Tennessee
Farm Bureau Federation’s
Young Farmers and
Ranchers organization.

This year’s event
covered a variety of
subjects aimed at educating
leaders about cooperatives
and agricultural issues and strengthening their
leadership skills. Attendees discussed issues facing
rural Tennessee and were given an overview of Farm

Bureau’s Ag-in-the-Classroom program. Tennessee
State University’s Dr. John Hall led a breakout session

on “Core Values,” and the
University of Tennessee
Institute of Agriculture’s
Lisa Stearns discussed
“Raising the Profile of
Tennessee Agriculture.”
Amy Gallimore, chief
executive officer of Four16
Training Solutions, taught
valuable lessons in
perseverance and attitude,
and David Turner
entertained attendees.

Joe Jackson, retired
Tennessee Electric
Cooperative Association
director of member services
and a pivotal leader in
establishing the Young
Leaders Conference, was
presented an annual award
given by TCC to an
individual who has shown
dedication to the
cooperative cause in
Tennessee. TCC made a
$1,000 contribution in
Jackson’s honor to the

John Willis Memorial Scholarship fund, which
provides financial aid to deserving college agriculture
students in the state.

Representing Cumberland Electric Membership
Corporation at the 2016 Young Leaders Conference were
Eric and Pamela Gardner of Cedar Hill. 

The town of Dover invites you to gather the family and head out to its
annual Eagle Fest, which takes place Friday, May 20, through Sunday,

May 22, at City Park in Dover. Eagle Fest promises a variety of activities
for all ages. Come out and enjoy a car show, local music, arts and crafts,
concessions and much more. Join the community as we remember those

in the armed forces who fought for our freedom and honor those who
continue to maintain that freedom today. 

Eagle Fest 2016: A Salute to Freedom 
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Robertson County welcomes Taste of Country 

Barrel Festival commemorates cooperage history 

Robertson County’s Taste of Country USA is
coming to Courthouse Square in Springfield
Saturday, June 11, bringing your chance to ex-
perience real country food, live music and much

more. The event runs from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
There will be activities for everyone

in the family, including an amazing
Taste cooking competition, a fantastic
Wet N’ Wild Kids Country (wear your
water shoes and bathing suits), live
talent competition and more. 

Plus, if you like gospel,
contemporary Christian or folk art
music, this is the place to see our
amazing local talent for free. There will
be exciting live entertainment
throughout the day on our Main Street
stage as well.

Of course, what would a Taste of
Country USA be without lots of good,
old-fashioned, country cooking?
Organizers are pulling out the stops to
showcase Robertson County’s top chefs at the Taste of
Robertson County. They will be serving up their mouth-
watering specialties and tasty treats with plenty of
small-town Southern charm. Be sure to purchase your taste

tickets before the event starts; a limited number will be
sold.

Kids Country is the place to be for Wet N’ Wild fun.
Enjoy water slides, water inflatables, wading pools, slip-and-
slides, water guns and balloons and kid-sized tasty treats!

Amazing local artisans and
craftspeople will be showcasing their
wares, and displays of our unique local
agricultural heritage will round out the
day.

Don’t miss our Spirits of the South:
Harvest Time. We will honor our heritage
this year by recognizing our farmers.
Table sponsorships will be sold, and
tickets will be given to the farmers who
have worked hard to create the
foundation for Robertson County. Spirits
of the South is an exclusive wine,
bourbon and beer-tasting event on June
4. Selections from wineries, distilleries
and breweries will be available for your
delight.

The Southern cuisine will be amazing and the
atmosphere unforgettable. For tickets to this event or more
information, call the Robertson County Chamber of
Commerce at 615-384-3800. 

The town of Coopertown will host its Fourth An-
nual Barrel Festival Saturday, June 4, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Old Coopertown Road in
Robertson County. Kentucky-

based Speyside Cooperage Master
Cooper John Beatson will headline this
year’s outdoor activities, providing live
demonstrations and discussions on the
art of barrel-making throughout the
day.

Hundreds of merchants will line Old
Coopertown Road with barn wood
crafts, exhibits for local causes and
next-door-neighbor creations. Icons
like the Greenbrier Distillery and Wild
Bill’s Old Fashioned Cream Soda will
join the array of food and refreshment
vendors. Springfield Guitar and The Main Stage will
host a variety of live music on two different stages,
featuring acts such as the Ridgetop Ramblers. LifeHouse
Fellowship will present the Kids Zone with inflatables,

face-painting, woodworking, wooden barrel games and
other activities from Lowe’s and Honeysuckle Hill. 

In addition to the Barrel Fest 5-Miler, competitions will
also be held for the “Best in Show” tractor
and Cooper (Woodworking) Contest. 

There will be shade and seating, free
shuttles and free parking at this rain-or-
shine event. Thanks to many community
partners, the Barrel Festival continues to
grow to benefit the community within
Coopertown, educating and uniting
residents and celebrating the town’s rich
heritage in cooperage. 

For more information on the Speyside
Cooperage, the history of coopering, or a
look at tools of the trade, visit
speysidecooperageky.com. Event

information for vendors and attendees can be found at
facebook.com/coopertownbarrelfestival,
www.barrelfestival.com or www.coopertowntn.org or by
calling 615-382-4470. 
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ESFI warns public about the dangers of 
electric shock drowning

Despite being categorized as leisure
activities, swimming and boating
can quickly become dangerous.
While water-safety behaviors

such as wearing life jackets and maintaining
safe boating speeds have become common-
place, a serious hazard often remains over-
looked. This silent killer, classified as electric
shock drowning, occurs in fresh water when
a typically low-level alternating current
passes through the body, causing muscular
paralysis and eventually leading to drowning. 

According to Brett Brenner, president of
the Electrical Safety Foundation International
(ESFI), “Although there are reported
incidents every year, there is a lack of
awareness about the dangers of electric shock
drowning.”

A 21-year-old Illinois man died in 2015
when touching a dock ladder at the Lake of
the Ozarks in Missouri. Additionally, there
were at least two fatalities in Kentucky in
2013 and a pair of deaths in both Missouri
and Tennessee during the Fourth of July
holiday in 2012. Each of these victims was
under the age of 13. Further, electric shock
drowning deaths are usually recorded as
drowning because victims show no signs of
burns, so many instances remain
undocumented. 

While a lack of awareness persists about
the dangers of electric shock drowning,
positive strides are being taken to combat the
problem. In Tennessee, state legislators passed the Noah
Dean and Nate Act in 2014, which protects state residents
from electric shock injuries and drowning deaths near
marinas and boat docks. The bill is named in memory of
10-year-old Noah Dean Winstead and 11-year-old Nate
Lynam, who died from electrical injuries they suffered on
July 4, 2012, at a marina in Tennessee. Jessica Winstead,
Noah Dean’s mother, was the driving force behind the bill,
the result of her tireless crusade to prevent similar
tragedies from occurring. 

Under the Noah Dean and Nate Act, Tennessee marinas
must install ground fault protection, post notices about the
danger of electrical leakage into waters surrounding a
marina and undergo a safety inspection conducted by the
state fire marshal between Jan. 1, 2015, and Dec. 31, 2017,
and every five years thereafter. The law went into effect

April 1, 2015. A similar law was passed in West Virginia in
2013 following the death of Michael Cunningham, three
years after he died at the age of 15, as well as in Arkansas
in 2012 after several electrocutions near docks there and in
surrounding states. 

The 2011 National Electrical Code addresses the
dangers in marinas and boatyards by requiring the main
overcurrent protective device to be GFCI-protected.
However, this only applies to installations and inspections,
which are recommended annually but not enforced. 

Protect yourself and your loved ones from the risk of
electric shock drowning and common boat electrical
hazards with these handy tips from ESFI:
• Don’t allow yourself or anyone else to swim near docks.

Avoid entering the water when launching or loading your
boat. 
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• Always maintain a distance of at least 10 feet between
your boat and nearby power lines.

• If you feel a tingle while swimming, the water may be
electrified. Get out as soon as possible, avoiding the use
of metal objects such as ladders. 

• Have your boat’s electrical system inspected and
upgraded by a certified marine electrician who is familiar
with National Fire Protection Association Codes: NFPA
303 and NFPA 70. 

• Have GFCIs installed on your boat, and test them once a
month.

• Consider having equipment leakage circuit interrupters
(ELCI) installed on boats to protect nearby swimmers
from potential electricity leakage into water surrounding
your boat.

• Only use shore or marine power cords, plugs,
receptacles and extension cords that have been tested
by Underwriters Laboratories (UL), Canadian
Standards Association (CSA) or Intertek (ETL). 

• Never use cords that are frayed or damaged or that
have had the prongs removed or altered. 

• Never stand or swim in water when turning off
electrical devices or switches. 

• Electric shock drowning can also occur in swimming
pools, hot tubs and spas. Have an electrician inspect
and upgrade your pool, spa or hot tub in accordance
with applicable local codes and the National Electrical
Code.
For ESFI’s complete collection of boating and marina

safety resources, visit www.esfi.org. 

Nine ways to save money this summer

Why pay more for electricity than you have
to? The less you use, the more you’ll save.
Here are nine easy ways to pare your use

of electricity this summer:
1. Move lamps, the TV or any other heat-emitting

electric appliance away from your thermostat. The
heat can trick the thermostat into “thinking” it’s
hotter in the house than it is. In response, your
system will make the house colder than it should.

2. If you’re still using leftover incandescent
lightbulbs, switch to compact fluorescent bulbs or
LED fixtures. The newer bulbs emit less heat and
use less electricity when they’re turned on.

3. Turn the air conditioner up to 78 degrees. If you
usually run it at 72 degrees, you can save between 6
percent and 18 percent on your cooling bill,
according to the U.S. Department of Energy.

4. Plant trees outside of windows on the sunny side of
your house. The shade can save you up to $250 a
year.

5. When you turn your air conditioner on, turn your
ceiling fans on. Running them together will make
your house feel 4 degrees cooler — so you can
raise the thermostat by 4 degrees. Turn fans off
when you leave a room; fans cool people, not the
air.

6. Lower the temperature of your water heater to
120 degrees. That will save you money — and it’s
safer than a higher setting because 120-degree
water won’t scald anyone.

7. Give your oven and stovetop a break on hot days.
Use the microwave oven, a toaster oven or an
outdoor grill instead and you’ll cut your energy use
— plus you’ll put less unneeded extra heat into the
house.

8. Summertime is no time to coop yourself up indoors
with your computer. Turn it off and enjoy the great
outdoors. Don’t leave it on when you’re not using
it; that wastes up to $75 a year in electricity.

9. Still don’t have a programmable thermostat? It’s
time to get one. Choose a model that can
automatically turn the air conditioner way up when
you’re not home and crank it back on in plenty of
time to cool things off so you’ll be comfortable
when you return.

Avoid placing lamps
or TV sets near your 
room air-conditioning
thermostat. The 
thermostat senses 
heat from these 
appliances, which 
can cause the air 
conditioner to run
longer than 
necessary.
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Neal and Presson
attend Youth Leadership Summit

Brianna Neal and Jacob
Presson of Ashland City
were in Nashville March
21-23 for the Tennessee

Electric Cooperative Association’s
annual Youth Leadership Summit.
These students were chosen and
sponsored by Cumberland Electric
Membership Corporation.

Beth Harwell welcomed attendees
to Nashville on Tuesday morning,
March 22, in the House Chamber of
the Tennessee State Capitol and
spent time explaining her role as
Speaker of the House and the
process that is required to pass
legislation.

Rep. Kevin Dunlap also addressed
the group and encouraged students to
stay active and involved. “You are
already leaders, or you would not be
here today,” he said. He also helped
students understand the role electric cooperatives
play in rural Tennessee. “The electric co-ops were
created because there was a problem: Rural
Tennessee did not have the privilege of electricity,”
said Dunlap. “Our leaders and citizens worked
together to form the electric cooperatives and solve
the problem.”

Sens. Mike Bell, Richard Briggs and Ferrell Haile
and Reps. Kent Calfee, Dan Howell, Jay Reedy and
David Shepard joined Harwell and Dunlap for a
town hall meeting with students in the House
Chamber.

The theme of this year’s summit was “Small
Towns, Big Ideas,” and attendees were encouraged
to use their talents to improve rural Tennessee.
“Local electric co-ops, school officials and guidance
counselors chose these deserving students to attend
the summit based on their interests in government
and strong leadership abilities,” said Todd Blocker,
vice president of member relations for the
Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association.

“During this year’s Youth Leadership Summit, we
taught these exceptional students that advances in
technology have created unique career opportunities
in their hometowns. They will be the next
generation of leaders in rural Tennessee, and we
want to prepare them for the challenges and
opportunities they will face.”

“These students will soon be our community
leaders — and electric cooperative member-
owners,” said Jim Coode, CEMC general manager.
“We want them to share our passion for rural
communities so it is an honor for Cumberland
Electric Membership Corporation to help prepare
them for the opportunities that are ahead. We need
their talents and leadership more than ever.”

The Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association
provides legislative and communication support for
Tennessee’s 23 electric cooperatives and publishes
The Tennessee Magazine, the state’s most widely
circulated periodical. Visit tnelectric.org or
tnmagazine.org to learn more. 

Brianna Neal, left, and Jacob Presson met Rep. Mary Littleton outside the
House Chamber of the Tennessee State Capitol during the 2016 Youth
Leadership Summit.
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There is a children’s book ti-
tled “Safety 1st,
Safety Always.”
As you can

imagine, it encompasses
many of the traditional
safety lessons parents
should teach their chil-
dren.

We drill youngsters
about safety from an early
age because we know how
important it is to protect
ourselves and those we
care about. In the spirit of
May being National Electrical Safety
Month, let’s take a look at how electric
cooperatives have been stepping up to
the plate when it comes to safety.

Up until 2007, there was an
alarming national trend among electric
co-ops that the number of “lost-time”
accidents was increasing. Lost time is
defined as anything resulting in an
employee missing time at work; these
accidents could range from a sprained
ankle to the ultimate tragedy of a
fatality.

This is why Federated Rural Electric
Insurance Exchange, which insures the
vast majority of electric co-ops
nationwide, initiated a campaign called
Culture of Safety to create a much
greater awareness about safety issues
at all electric co-ops. 

Through the use of strategy labs
across the country, Federated brought
together co-op CEOs and general
managers, operations supervisors,
safety directors and linemen to better
understand how each group viewed
safety. In doing so, differences in

perceptions regarding safety within
cooperatives were
identified, allowing for
much-needed conversations
and evaluations of how to
raise awareness and
improve local safety
cultures. The Speak Up,
Listen Up program is
designed to empower
anyone who sees a
potentially unsafe situation
to “speak up” and
encourages everyone to
“listen up” to these

concerns. Results have been dramatic,
with a more than 30-percent decline in
the number of accidents over the past
nine years. 

As an electric co-op member, you,
too, have a role. If you see any
potential dangerous situations or
practices, you should report them as
soon as possible to Caney Fork
Electric Cooperative.

Implementation and success of the
Culture of Safety program demonstrate
a very important point: If we are
intentional about our actions, we can,
indeed, change the culture in our
organizations. The same is true for our
families, our teams and any groups to
which we may belong.

We also know that living our
cooperative principles and values is
equally important. We have the best
business model because it puts you, the
member-owner, at the center of our
efforts.

We look forward to being your safe
electricity provider and energy adviser
long into the future.

Electric co-ops
and a ‘Culture of Safety’

AS I  SEE IT Manager’s Viewpoint
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Bill Rogers
General Manager,

Caney Fork
Electric Cooperative

Caney Fork Electric 
Cooperative
Serving our members 
since 1940.

Management and staff

William S. Rogers,
General Manager 

Donald L. McBee, 
Director, Financial Services

John Chisam, 
Director, Member Services

Danny Sutton, 
Director, Operations

Leanne B. Fisher, 
Administrative Assistant

Jason Cloyd, 
District Manager

Office hours
Monday-Friday, 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Website
www.caneyforkec.com

McMinnville 
office/headquarters
Phone: 931-473-3116
888-505-3030

Sparta office
Phone: 931-836-3129

Smithville office
Phone: 615-597-5626

Spencer office
Phone: 931-946-7575
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ESFI warns public about the dangers
of electric shock drowning

Despite being categorized as leisure
activities, swimming and boating
can quickly become dangerous.
While water-safety behaviors such

as wearing life jackets and maintaining safe
boating speeds have become commonplace, a
serious hazard often remains overlooked. This
silent killer, classified as electric shock drown-
ing, occurs in fresh water when a typically
low-level alternating current passes through
the body, causing muscular paralysis and
eventually leading to drowning. 

According to Brett Brenner, president of
the Electrical Safety Foundation International
(ESFI), “Although there are reported incidents
every year, there is a lack of awareness about
the dangers of electric shock drowning.”

A 21-year-old Illinois man died in 2015
when touching a dock ladder at the Lake of
the Ozarks in Missouri. Additionally, there
were at least two fatalities in Kentucky in
2013 and a pair of deaths in both Missouri and
Tennessee during the Fourth of July holiday in
2012. Each of these victims was under the age
of 13. Further, electric shock drowning deaths
are usually recorded as drowning because
victims show no signs of burns, so many
instances remain undocumented. 

While a lack of awareness persists about
the dangers of electric shock drowning,
positive strides are being taken to combat the
problem. In Tennessee, state legislators passed
the Noah Dean and Nate Act in 2014, which
protects state residents from electric shock injuries and
drowning deaths near marinas and boat docks. The bill is
named in memory of 10-year-old Noah Dean Winstead and
11-year-old Nate Lynam, who died from electrical injuries
they suffered on July 4, 2012, at a marina in Tennessee.
Jessica Winstead, Noah Dean’s mother, was the driving
force behind the bill, the result of her tireless crusade to
prevent similar tragedies from occurring. 

Under the Noah Dean and Nate Act, Tennessee marinas
must install ground fault protection, post notices about the
danger of electrical leakage into waters surrounding a
marina and undergo a safety inspection conducted by the
state fire marshal between Jan. 1, 2015, and Dec. 31, 2017,
and every five years thereafter. The law went into effect
April 1, 2015. A similar law was passed in West Virginia in
2013 following the death of Michael Cunningham, three

years after he died at the age of 15, as well as in Arkansas in
2012 after several electrocutions near docks there and in
surrounding states. 

The 2011 National Electrical Code addresses the dangers
in marinas and boatyards by requiring the main overcurrent
protective device to be GFCI-protected. However, this only
applies to installations and inspections, which are
recommended annually but not enforced. 

Protect yourself and your loved ones from the risk of
electric shock drowning and common boat electrical hazards
with these handy tips from ESFI:
• Don’t allow yourself or anyone else to swim near docks.

Avoid entering the water when launching or loading your
boat. 

Continued on page 22
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Chad and Derica
Burns of Warren
County were spon-
sored by Caney

Fork Electric Cooperative to
participate in the 2016 Young
Leaders Conference held Feb.
26 and 27 in Franklin. More
than 300 young people from
across the state gathered at
the Drury Plaza Hotel for the
conference. The annual event
brings couples and individuals
together from rural communi-
ties to learn about coopera-
tives, share their views about
agriculture and discuss cur-
rent issues facing rural Ameri-
cans.

The Tennessee Council of
Cooperatives (TCC) co-
sponsors the conference with
Tennessee Farm Bureau
Federation’s Young Farmers
and Ranchers organization.

This year’s event covered a variety of subjects aimed
at educating leaders about cooperatives and agricultural
issues and strengthening their leadership skills. Attendees
discussed issues facing rural Tennessee and were given

an overview of Farm Bureau’s
Ag-in-the-Classroom program.
Tennessee State University’s
Dr. John Hall led a breakout
session on “Core Values,” and
the University of Tennessee
Institute of Agriculture’s Lisa
Stearns discussed “Raising the
Profile of Tennessee
Agriculture.” Amy Gallimore,
chief executive officer of
Four16 Training Solutions,
taught valuable lessons in
perseverance and attitude, and
David Turner entertained
attendees.

Joe Jackson, retired
Tennessee Electric Cooperative
Association director of member
services and a pivotal leader in
establishing the Young Leaders
Conference, was presented an
annual award given by TCC to
an individual who has shown

dedication to the cooperative cause in Tennessee. TCC
made a $1,000 contribution in Jackson’s honor to the
John Willis Memorial Scholarship fund, which provides
financial aid to deserving college agriculture students in
the state.

Burnses learn about co-ops, 
agriculture at conference
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• Always maintain a distance of at least 10 feet between
your boat and nearby power lines.

• If you feel a tingle while swimming, the water may be
electrified. Get out as soon as possible, avoiding the use of
metal objects such as ladders. 

• Have your boat’s electrical system inspected and upgraded
by a certified marine electrician who is familiar with
National Fire Protection Association Codes: NFPA 303
and NFPA 70. 

• Have GFCIs installed on your boat, and test them once a
month.

• Consider having equipment leakage circuit interrupters
(ELCI) installed on boats to protect nearby swimmers

from potential electricity leakage into water surrounding
your boat.

• Only use shore or marine power cords, plugs, receptacles
and extension cords that have been tested by Underwriters
Laboratories (UL), Canadian Standards Association (CSA)
or Intertek (ETL). 

• Never use cords that are frayed or damaged or that have
had the prongs removed or altered. 

• Never stand or swim in water when turning off electrical
devices or switches. 

• Electric shock drowning can also occur in swimming
pools, hot tubs and spas. Have an electrician inspect and
upgrade your pool, spa or hot tub in accordance with
applicable local codes and the National Electrical Code.

For ESFI’s complete collection of boating and marina
safety resources, visit www.esfi.org. 

Electric shock drowning
Continued from page 21

Chad and Derica Burns
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Members take co-op message to legislators

Directors and staff from
Caney Fork Electric Co-
operative were among
more than 200 electric co-

op leaders in Nashville on Monday
and Tuesday, March 7 and 8, for the
2016 Tennessee Electric Cooperative
Association’s Legislative Confer-
ence. Representatives from CFEC at-
tended meetings with legislators on
Capitol Hill to help them better un-
derstand electric cooperatives and
the issues that impact rural and sub-
urban Tennessee. 

House Speaker Beth Harwell
welcomed the group to Nashville.
“You serve 71 percent of our state
and 2.5 million Tennesseans,” she
said. “We recognize the impact you
have on our state.”

Tennessee’s electric cooperatives
maintain a visible presence in Nashville and
Washington, D.C., to protect the interests of co-op
members. “We are here to give a voice to rural
Tennesseans,” said David Callis, CEO of the Tennessee
Electric Cooperative Association. “We must tell the
electric cooperative story and educate lawmakers about
the impact of proposed legislation.”

“Decisions made in Nashville can have serious
consequences for our co-op, our members and the
communities we serve,” said CFEC General Manager
Bill Rogers. “We have a responsibility to our members
to see that their voice is heard.” Conference attendees

reminded legislators that co-ops are not-for-profit,
member-owned and -regulated private businesses that
impact rural and suburban Tennessee in many ways.

Visits focused on specific legislation that impacts co-
ops and the communities they serve. Co-op leaders
expressed support for a bill that allows electric co-ops to
provide broadband Internet service. “We serve the areas
with the greatest need for broadband,” said Mike Knotts,
vice president of government affairs for the Tennessee
Electric Cooperative Association. “We have a role to
play in bringing high-speed connectivity to rural
Tennessee.” Co-ops also voiced their support of

legislation that modernizes the tax code
for co-ops and discussed the impact of
the recent Supreme Court decision to halt
implementation of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Clean Power Plan.

“Educated and informed legislators are
necessary for us to provide low-cost,
reliable power, and our members make a
powerful impression when they come to
Nashville,” said Knotts. More than 100
legislative visits were made during the
conference, and dozens of legislators
from across the state attended a reception
honoring members of the Tennessee
General Assembly.

CFEC representatives meet with Sen. Janice Bowling. From left are Scott
Romzek, Leanne Fisher, Sen. Bowling, Bill Rogers, Jason Cloyd, Danny Sutton
and John Chisam.

CFEC’s general manager and staff visit
Rep. Kevin Dunlap.
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Lockhart and Lorance attend 
Youth Leadership Summit

Warren County
High School stu-
dents Sarah
Lockhart and

Rylan Lorance were in
Nashville March 21-23 for the
Tennessee Electric Cooperative
Association’s annual Youth
Leadership Summit. These stu-
dents were chosen and spon-
sored by Caney Fork Electric
Cooperative.

Beth Harwell welcomed
attendees to Nashville on
Tuesday morning, March 22, in
the House Chamber of the
Tennessee State Capitol and
spent time explaining her role
as Speaker of the House and the
process that is required to pass
legislation.

Representative Kevin Dunlap
also addressed the group and encouraged students to
stay active and involved. “You are already leaders, or
you would not be here today,” he said. He also helped
students understand the role electric cooperatives play
in rural Tennessee. “The electric co-ops were created
because there was a problem: Rural Tennessee did not
have the privilege of electricity,” said Dunlap. “Our
leaders and citizens worked together to form the
electric cooperatives and solve the problem.”

Senators Mike Bell, Richard Briggs and Ferrell
Haile and Representatives Kent Calfee, Dan Howell,
Jay Reedy and David Shepard joined Harwell and
Dunlap for a town hall meeting with students in the
House Chamber.

The theme of this year’s summit was “Small Towns,
Big Ideas,” and attendees were encouraged to use their
talents to improve rural Tennessee. “Local electric co-
ops, school officials and guidance counselors chose
these deserving students to attend the summit based on
their interests in government and strong leadership
abilities,” says Todd Blocker, vice president of

member relations for the Tennessee Electric
Cooperative Association (TECA). “During this year’s
Youth Leadership Summit, we taught these
exceptional students that advances in technology have
created unique career opportunities in their
hometowns. They will be the next generation of
leaders in rural Tennessee, and we want to prepare
them for the challenges and opportunities they will
face.”

“These students will soon be our community leaders
— and electric cooperative member-owners,” said Bill
Rogers, CFEC general manager. “We want them to
share our passion for rural communities, so it is an
honor for Caney Fork Electric Cooperative to help
prepare them for the opportunities that are ahead. We
need their talents and leadership more than ever.”

TECA provides legislative and communication
support for Tennessee’s 23 electric cooperatives and
publishes The Tennessee Magazine, the state’s most
widely circulated periodical. Visit tnelectric.org or
tnmagazine.org to learn more. 

From left, CFEC Communications Coordinator Angel Wood, students Rylan
Lorance and Sarah Lockhart, and Rep. Kevin Dunlap meet at the State Capitol in
Nashville during the 2016 Youth Leadership Summit.
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Why pay more for electricity than you have
to? The less you use, the more you’ll
save. Here are nine easy ways to pare

your use of electricity this summer:
1. Move lamps, the TV or any other heat-emitting

electric appliance away from your thermostat. The
heat can trick the thermostat into “thinking” it’s
hotter in the house than it is. In response, your
system will make the house colder than it should.

2. If you’re still using leftover incandescent
lightbulbs, switch to compact fluorescent bulbs or
LED fixtures. The newer bulbs emit less heat and
use less electricity when they’re turned on.

3. Turn the air conditioner up to 78 degrees. If you
usually run it at 72 degrees, you can save between
6 percent and 18 percent on your cooling bill,
according to the U.S. Department of Energy.

4. Plant trees outside of windows on the sunny side
of your house. The shade can save you up to $250
a year.

5. When you turn your air conditioner on, turn your
ceiling fans on. Running them together will make
your house feel 4 degrees cooler — so you can

raise the thermostat by 4 degrees. Turn fans off
when you leave a room; fans cool people, not the
air.

6. Lower the temperature of your water heater to
120 degrees. That will save you money — and it’s
safer than a higher setting because 120-degree
water won’t scald anyone.

7. Give your oven and stovetop a break on hot days.
Use the microwave oven, a toaster oven or an
outdoor grill instead, and you’ll cut your energy
use — plus you’ll put less unneeded extra heat
into the house.

8. Summertime is no time to coop yourself up
indoors with your computer. Turn it off and enjoy
the great outdoors. Don’t leave it on when you’re
not using it; that wastes up to $75 a year in
electricity.

9. Still don’t have a programmable thermostat? It’s
time to get one. Choose a model that can
automatically turn the air conditioner way up
when you’re not home, and crank it back on in
plenty of time to cool things off so you’ll be
comfortable when you return.

Nine ways to save money this summer

CFEC MAY 2016.qxp_04_CFEC_0516_  4/13/16  4:09 PM  Page 25



USE YOUR CO-OP
CONNECTIONS CARD

TO SAVE:
$10 off

Tuesday photo sessions

Co-op Connect ions Progr am

Featured Business
Elizabeth Turner
Smith, owner 

931-952-8151
(please call for an

appointment)

email:
esphotography@
blomand.net

facebook.com/
elizabeth.t.smith.92

Photographs are timeless treasures.
Special moments captured in time to last forever.
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Participating
Local Businesses

McMinnville area
Cumberland Caverns
931-668-4396

Professional Tint and
Detail
931-473-3403

Nadine’s Flowers and
Gifts
931-212-9719

Lawson Mill 
Photography
931-808-2728

Elizabeth Smith
Photography
931-952-8151

Sparta area
Jongee’s Gifts and Fine
Furnishings
931-836-2822

Jack’s Sheer Delights
BBQ and Hotdog Shack
931-836-2118

Caribbean Cafe
931-836-1550

The Co-op Connections
Card is free to all CFEC
members. Obtain your
card at any CFEC office.

Your business
could be featured here!

If you are a business
owner who would like to
be part of this exciting
program or you frequent
a business you’d like to
refer, call 931-473-3116
or email
awood@caneyforkec.com
for additional
information.
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Transitioning to time of use 
(TOU) power rates

As I write this column, the seasons 
have changed. So has the way 
you use electricity. Consider 
the warm days and cool nights 

of April and May. Electric bills will be 
less because demand is lower. 
Summer months bring swel-
tering afternoon temperatures. 
Our electricity use — and the 
bill balances — will be greater 
because of air conditioning. 
The relationship between tem-
perature and power demand is 
well known.

What is surprising for 
many to learn is that the cost 
of wholesale power changes 
by the hour of the day. This is 
why you will hear a new term 
used to describe the Tennessee 
Valley Authority’s movement 
toward a different wholesale 
rate structure.

“Time of use,” or TOU, is a system 
of sending by the hour real-time price 
signals based on the actual generation-
and-transmission cost of electricity. The 
purpose is to incentivize moving electricity 
consumption from the high-cost periods 
(peak) to lower-cost times (off-peak).

For example, the cost of wholesale 
power is higher from 1-7 p.m. April 
through October and 4-10 a.m. November 
through March. TOU rates seek to 
encourage consumers to move their power 
consumption off-peak.

Under TOU, it would be more 
economical to do household laundry 
after 7 p.m. in the summer and after 10 
a.m. in the winter. Thermostats could be 
programmed to take advantage of off-
peak pricing. Ditto for “smart” models 
of electric-resistance water heaters, also 
called “grid-enabled.” These can be turned 
off or ramped down during peak periods.

Businesses and industries in parts of the 
nation where utilities offer TOU rates reap 
great savings by transitioning production 
to off-peak times. Water pumping stations 
and sewer treatment plants, for example, 
can reschedule their periods of operation 
to take advantage of the lower cost of off-
peak electricity. Rearranging production 
shifts can allow factories to take advantage 
of TOU.

Our Beat the Peak™ program was set 
up to send warnings about the volatility 
of electricity pricing when, during a peak-
demand hour, the wholesale cost of power 
can exceed $9 per kilowatt-hour. TOU 

takes this concept several 
steps further. The price-signal 
differential between on-peak 
and off-peak justifies taking 
action to reduce electricity use.

When does TOU take 
effect? All 154 local power 
companies — electric co-ops 
and municipal utilities — in 
the TVA region are now on 
a wholesale TOU rate. It will 
take time for these utilities 
to decide how to apply and 
integrate TOU in retail rates. 
But the changes eventually 
must be made to reflect the 
actual cost of power.

DREMC members are 
fortunate that their board of directors several 
years ago began to prepare. We developed 
and have followed a rate roadmap aimed at 
aligning our retail charges for power with 
TVA’s wholesale rates.

This has been done by adjusting the 
customer charge (also called an “access” 
charge) until we reach our true cost 
of service. We’ve also been removing 
ratepayer subsidies. This means DREMC 
will be less vulnerable to swings in power 
use caused by extreme temperature. In 
addition, members will see a true price 
signal in the rates: the cost of energy and 
transmission with nothing else mixed in.

Transparency is critical for the adoption 
of TOU. There must be a clear incentive 
for moving off-peak. Automated Metering 
Infrastructure (AMI) also is vital for 
offering TOU because the price of power 
will be tied to the time it is used. DREMC 
now must consider deployment of AMI 
across the service area. We already rely on 
this technology for reading meters at large 
commercial and industrial locations.

As the change to TOU rates occurs 
— and it won’t be sudden — DREMC 
will use the utmost care to ensure co-op 
members understand and are able to take 
advantage of the price differential. Simply 
put, when power use moves off-peak, 
significant savings are possible.

DREMC Management 
and Staff
Michael Watson, President/CEO
Blake Butler, Director of Engineering
Patrick Jordan, Director of Operations
Steve Oden, Director of Member Services
Shelia Orrell, Director of Financial Services
David Young, Director of District Services 

DREMC Office Hours
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Chapel Hill Office
Timmy Orrell, Area Manager
Phone: 364-4700
After Hours, Holidays, Weekends: 364-4747

Columbia Office
Michael Trew, District Manager
Phone: 388-3131
After Hours, Holidays, Weekends: 388-3482

Decherd Office
Patrick Hannah, District Manager
Phone: 967-5578
After Hours, Holidays, Weekends: 967-5579

Lewisburg Office
Timmy Terry, District Manager
Phone: 359-2536
After Hours, Holidays, Weekends: 359-2537

Lynchburg Office
Eugene Cartwright, Area Manager
Phone: 759-7344
After Hours, Holidays, Weekends: 759-7371

Manchester Office
Michael Millraney, District Manager
Phone: 728-7547
After Hours, Holidays, Weekends: 728-7548

Sewanee Office  
Lee Wayne Pettes, Area Manager
Phone: 598-5228
After Hours, Holidays, Weekends: 598-5129

Shelbyville Office
Mike Bayne, District Manager
Phone: 684-4621
After Hours, Holidays, Weekends: 684-4623

DREMC Co-op News Editor
Connie Potts
P.O. Box 89
Shelbyville, TN 37162-0089
Phone: 680-5881

DREMC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Brent Willis, Chairman
Coffee, Warren counties
Buford Jennings, Vice Chairman
Moore, Lincoln counties
Barry Cooper, Secretary
Bedford, Rutherford counties
John Moses, Treasurer
Marshall, Giles counties
Nelson Crouch, Franklin, Grundy, Marion 
counties
Bob Dubois, Maury, Hickman, Lawrence,
Lewis, Williamson counties
Philip Duncan, Franklin, Grundy, Marion 
counties
Mike England, Coffee, Warren counties 
Anthony Kimbrough, Maury, Hickman, Law-
rence, Lewis, Williamson counties
Kenneth Stacey, Marshall, Giles counties
Wayne Tucker, Bedford, Rutherford counties
Baxter White, Coffee, Warren counties 
Laura L. Willis, University of the South

Website: www.dremc.com
Facebook: DuckRiverEMC
Twitter: DuckRiverEMC
Instagram: DuckRiverEMC
LinkedIn: DuckRiverEMC
YouTube: Duck River EMC

Michael Watson
Duck River EMC
President/CEO
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Duck River Electric Membership Corporation members 
Coty and Shena Speck understand and appreciate the 

co-op’s right-of-way (ROW) program. 
The Specks, who live in Maury County, would rather 

have their ROW cleared preventively rather than having to 
deal with a power outage 
that could take hours to 
restore. 

“I understand that 
the linemen work in 
extremely dangerous 
conditions, so I’m glad 
that Duck River has a 
right-of-way program 
in place to eliminate 
the number of outages 
members have to face,” 
says Shena.

DREMC’s mission 
statement says that the 
cooperative will deliver 
reliable electricity to its 
members. Without an 
effective ROW program, it’s impossible to ensure that trees 
and limbs near lines won’t knock out service. 

DREMC’s vegetation management strategy aims to clear 
trees and brush from ROW on a regular cycle to prevent 
widespread outages as well as to keep employees and the 
public safe. 

“We care about the communities we serve,” says DREMC 
President and CEO Michael Watson. “This includes 
maintaining healthy trees in areas where they can’t interfere 
with electric service.”

The co-op has been a member of Tree Line USA for 
12 consecutive years. This program promotes delivering 
safe and reliable electricity through positive vegetation 

management practices. Trees and brush growing too close 
to power lines can pose a safety risk and reliability threat. A 
well-maintained ROW, however, helps promote healthy tree 
communities and habitat for wildlife.

“Having our right of way well maintained is vital 
to keeping the lights on 
for our members,” says 
DREMC Forester Melanie 
Coate. “When trees and 
brush are not effectively 
controlled, the difficulty and 
time needed for inspection 
and storm damage repair 
increase, making the outage 
restoration process much 
longer.”

DREMC contract crews 
use white trucks with 
their company name and 
“DREMC Contractor” clearly 
marked on the sides. Some 
vehicles also have a sign that 
says “DREMC Herbicide 

Contractor.” In addition to tree removal and trimming, 
members might see crews applying herbicides from 
backpack sprayers, clearing brush by hand or bush-hogging 
ROWs.

DREMC takes steps to notify members of scheduled 
ROW work in their area. Orange notifications are inserted 
into the bills of members who will be affected by herbicide 
application. Door hangers alert members to routine trimming 
in their area. Phone calls are then made to individual 
members if a tree in a yard needs to be removed.

For more information about DREMC’s vegetation 
management program, contact Coate at 931-680-5811 or 
mcoate@dremc.com.

eliability &ight of wayR
DREMC’s vegetation management keeps the lights on

By DREMC Member Relations 
Specialist Claire Sellers 
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This graphic shows the importance of planting the right trees in 
the right place. Do not plant trees below power lines. 
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DREMC is one of the area’s largest taxpayers 
Duck River Electric recently made payments totaling more than 

$2.5 million for 2015 ad valorem (“according to the value of”) 
taxes to city and county governments within the cooperative’s service 
area, which includes all or portions of 16 counties. 

This year’s tax payments represent an increase of approximately 
$155,048.70, or 6 percent, over DREMC taxes paid in 2014.

The tax is based on the assessed value of DREMC’s infrastructure, 
buildings, substations, transformers, poles, lines, equipment and all 
other facilities necessary to provide electric service to more than 
72,000 members. 

Although DREMC is a member-owned, not-for-profit utility, it still 
has the responsibility to pay its fair share. This annual cost is a part 
of the budget and has an impact on rates. Payment of the ad valorem 
taxes also helps local governments provide important services in 
communities.

“We appreciate the cooperatives and the services they 
provide, which are essential to community growth and economic 
development,” said John Marchesoni, Coffee County trustee.

John Marchesoni, Coffee County trustee, left, 
accepts Duck River EMC’s tax payment from DREMC 
Manchester District Manager Michael Millraney.

Cities and towns 2015 2014

Spring Hill $         4,301.00 $        4,075.00 

Bell Buckle $            500.00 $           396.00 

Normandy $              36.00 $             36.00 

Shelbyville $     119,986.00 $    106,327.00 

Wartrace $         2,341.00 $        2,374.00 

Manchester $       77,692.46 $      70,177.79 

Cowan $         4,837.00 $        4,722.00 

Decherd $       18,398.00 $      18,815.00 

Estill Springs $         4,481.68 $        4,515.69 

Huntland $         2,156.00 $        2,174.00 

Winchester $            482.00 $           487.00 

Chapel Hill $       44,733.00 $      17,663.00 

Cornersville $         2,395.00 $        1,901.00 

Lewisburg $       14,832.00 $      13,882.00 

Lynchburg $       16,081.00 $      16,108.00 

Columbia $         1,191.00 $        1,187.00 

Tullahoma $              42.43 $             43.39 

Total: Cities and towns  $       314,485.57  $      264,883.87 

Counties 2015 2014

Bedford  $    460,954.00  $     456,457.00 

Coffee (In City)  $      99,505.00  $       89,880.00 

Coffee (Outside City)  $    411,949.00  $     408,183.00 

Coffee (Tullahoma)  $             47.00  $              48.00 

Franklin (In City)  $      67,347.00  $       68,260.00 

Franklin (Outside City)  $    324,330.00  $     319,290.00 

Giles  $      39,254.00  $       39,231.00 

Grundy $           201.00 $            199.00 

Hickman  $           146.00  $            149.00 

Lawrence  $             76.00  $              73.00 

Lewis  $        1,503.00  $         1,591.00 

Lincoln  $        2,326.00  $         1,993.00 

Marion  $        2,502.00  $         2,552.00 

Marshall  $    404,435.00  $     324,635.00 

Maury  $    348,634.00  $     345,043.00 

Moore  $      98,461.00  $       98,771.00 

Rutherford  $        3,541.00  $         3,297.00 

Williamson  $           937.00  $         1,054.00 

Cannon  $             50.00  $              45.00 

Total: counties  $    2,266,198.00  $     2,160,751.00 

Grand total taxes paid to cities, towns and counties: 
2014 — $2,425,634.87 • 2015 — $2,580,683.57
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Useltons attend Young Leaders Conference 

Russell and Leann Uselton of Bedford County were 
sponsored by Duck River EMC to join more than 300 

men and women from across the state at the 2016 Young 
Leaders Conference Feb. 26 and 27 at the Drury Plaza 
Hotel in Franklin. The annual conference brings couples 
and individuals together from rural communities to learn 
about cooperatives, share their views about agriculture and 
discuss current issues facing rural Americans. The Tennes-
see Council of Cooperatives (TCC) co-sponsors the annual 
conference with Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation’s 
Young Farmers and Ranchers organization.

This year’s event covered a variety of subjects aimed 
at educating young leaders about cooperatives and 
agricultural issues to strengthen their leadership skills. 
Attendees discussed issues facing rural Tennessee and 
were given an overview of Farm Bureau’s Ag-in-the-
Classroom program. 

Tennessee State University’s Dr. John Hall 
led a breakout session on “Core Values,” and the 
University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture’s Lisa 
Stearns discussed “Raising the Profile of Tennessee 
Agriculture.” Amy Gallimore, chief executive officer of 
Four16 Training Solutions, taught valuable lessons in 
perseverance and attitude, and David Turner entertained 
attendees.

Joe Jackson, retired Tennessee Electric Cooperative 
Association director of member services and a pivotal 
leader in establishing the Young Leaders Conference, 
was presented an annual award given by TCC to an 
individual who has shown dedication to the cooperative 
cause in Tennessee. TCC made a $1,000 contribution in 
Jackson’s honor to the John Willis Memorial Scholarship 
fund, which provides financial aid to deserving college 
agriculture students in the state.

Lingle, West attend Youth Leadership Summit 
Jenny Lingle of Moore 

County High School 
and Justin West of 

Community High School 
were sponsored by Duck 
River EMC to attend 
the Tennessee Electric 
Cooperative Association’s 
annual Youth Leadership 
Summit March 21-23. 

Beth Harwell welcomed 
attendees to Nashville on 
Tuesday morning, March 
22, in the House Chamber 
of the Tennessee State 
Capitol and spent time 
explaining her role as 
speaker of the House and 
the process that is required 
to pass legislation.

Rep. Kevin Dunlap 
also addressed the 
group and encouraged 
students to stay active and 
involved. “You are already leaders, or you would not be here 
today,” he said. He also helped students understand the role 
electric cooperatives play in rural Tennessee. “The electric 
co-ops were created because there was a problem: Rural 
Tennessee did not have the privilege of electricity,” said 
Dunlap. “Our leaders and citizens worked together to form 
the electric cooperatives and solve the problem.”

Several senators joined Harwell and Dunlap for a town hall 
meeting with students in the House Chamber. The DREMC 
delegates also met Sen. Jim Tracy and Reps. Billy Spivey and 
Pat Marsh. 

The theme of this 
year’s summit was “Small 
Towns, Big Ideas,” 
and attendees were 
encouraged to use their 
talents to improve rural 
Tennessee. 

“Local electric co-ops, 
school officials and guid-
ance counselors chose 
these deserving students 
to attend the summit 
based on their interest in 
government and strong 
leadership abilities,” said 
Todd Blocker, vice presi-
dent of member relations 
for the Tennessee Electric 
Cooperative Association. 

“During this year’s 
Youth Leadership 
Summit, we taught these 
exceptional students that 
advances in technology 

have created unique career opportunities in their home-
towns. They will be the next generation of leaders in rural 
Tennessee, and we want to prepare them for the challenges 
and opportunities they will face.” 

“These students will soon be our community leaders — 
and electric cooperative member-owners,” said DREMC 
Consumer Information Specialist Connie Potts. “We want 
them to share our passion for rural Middle Tennessee, so it 
is an honor for Duck River EMC to help prepare them for 
the opportunities that are ahead. We need their talents and 
leadership more than ever.”

In front of Tennessee’s State Capitol are, from left, Connie Potts, 
DREMC consumer information specialist; Justin West, 
Community High School; Jenny Lingle, Moore County High 
School; and Sen. Jim Tracy. 
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Committee on Nominations selects candidates for director elections 

The Committee on Nominations, ap-
pointed in compliance with the Coop-

erative’s Bylaws, met March 1, 2016, to 
select director nominees for the election 
this year. 

These individuals were nominated by 
the committee for election by the Duck 
River Electric membership to three-year 
terms on the board: 

Zone 1 - Coffee and Warren counties: 
 Baxter White 

Zone 2 -  Franklin, Grundy and Marion 
counties, to be appointed by The 
University of the South:   
Laura Willis 

Zone 3 -  Moore and Lincoln counties: 
Buford Jennings 

Zone 5 -  Marshall and Giles counties:  
John Moses 

Zone 6 - Maury, Hickman, Lawrence,
 Lewis and Williamson counties:
 Bob DuBois 

Candidates can also be nominated by petition for election to the 
board. The deadline for candidates desiring to be nominated by pe-
tition is Thursday, May 12, 2016. Petitions must be delivered to the 
office of Duck River Electric President and CEO Michael Watson 
no later than 5 p.m. on May 12. All nominations for director posi-
tions must meet the requirements of the bylaws as outlined here: 

“It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to appoint, not 
less than two hundred (200) calendar days before the date of a 
meeting of the members at which Directors are to be elected, a 
Committee on Nominations. This Committee on Nominations 
shall consist of not less than seven (7) nor more than eleven (11) 
members of the cooperative who are not existing Cooperative em-
ployees, agents, officers, directors or known candidates for direc-
tor or close relatives or members of the same household thereof, 
and who are so selected that each of the Cooperative’s Directorate 
Zones shall have representation thereon in approximate proportion 
to the authorized number of directors from or with respect to such 
District. The Committee shall prepare and post in an appropriate 
place at the principal office of the Cooperative at least one hun-
dred forty-five (145) calendar days prior to the meeting a list of 
nominations for directors to be elected, listing separately the nom-
inee(s) for each directorate Zone from or with respect to which 
director must, pursuant to this Article, be elected at the meeting. 
The committee may include as many nominees for any director-
ship to be elected as qualify as described below, PROVIDED, 
however, that no close relative of an incumbent or prior Director 
of the Cooperative nor any member serving or who has served 
on the Committee on Nominations or the Credentials Committee 
shall be eligible to be nominated as a candidate for Director by 
the Committee on Nominations unless one full year has transpired 

from the date such close relative last served on the Board or such 
individual last served on the Committee on Nominations or the 
Credentials Committee (NOTE: This one-year provision does not 
apply to candidate(s) nominated by petition). Said candidate must 
also meet all other qualifications of candidacy as outlined in SEC-
TION 4.02. Immediately following the posting of nominations 
by the Committee on Nominations, and in no case less than 100 
days prior to the date of the Annual Meeting, any fifteen (15) or 
more members of the Cooperative, acting together, may submit to 
the Committee on Nominations additional nominations in writing 
over their signatures, listing their nominee(s) in like manner for 
verification of candidate qualifications (as outlined in SECTION 
4.02). The Committee on Nominations shall meet following the 
close of the deadline for petitions, and in no case less than 90 days 
prior to the date of the Annual Meeting, to review and confirm the 
qualifications of any nominees by petition. The Secretary shall 
post such qualified nominations at the same place where the list of 
nominations made by the Committee is posted at least sixty (60) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. The Committee shall place into 
nomination the names of all such candidates for whom such peti-
tions have been received and who the Committee deems as meet-
ing the qualification requirements (as outlined in SECTION 4.02). 
The Secretary shall mail to the members with the notice of the 
meeting or separately but not less than the number of days prior 
to the meeting required for delivery of such notice, a statement of 
the names and addresses of all qualified nominee(s) for each Di-
rectorate Zone from or with respect to which one or more directors 
are to be elected. Notwithstanding the provisions contained in this 
Section, failure to comply with any of such provision shall not af-
fect in any manner whatsoever the validity of any action taken by 
the Board of Directors after the election of the directors.”

Attending the nominating committee meeting are, from left, seated, Burgess 
Guinn, Zone 5; Larry Moorehead, Zone 3; Marty Davis, Zone 4; and Lonnie 
Norman, Zone 1. Standing: Barry England, Zone 6; Jerry Hooper, Zone 5; Susan 
Askew, Zone 2; Sammy Morton, Zone 1; and Kelly Moore, Zone 2. Not pictured 
is Amy Martin, Zone 4. Moorehead was elected to serve as chairman of the 
committee, and Davis was elected secretary.

Century of Pencils 
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F   rom clay tablets and styluses to computers and mobile 
devices, technology for the recording and sharing of 
information has steadily evolved since mankind started 

scratching symbols in the sand. However, one venerable writing 
instrument is fundamentally 
unchanged: the graphite 
pencil. A company in 
Bedford County has been 
making them for 100 years.

Musgrave Pencil 
Company of Shelbyville 
is one of only three pencil 
manufacturers in the U.S. 
The family-owned business 
employs 70 dedicated 
workers who each year 
produce millions of pencils 
of different shapes, sizes 
and colors — and even 
fragrances.

James Raford Musgrave 
started the company in 
1916. Today, his grandsons, 
Henry, Tom and Raford 
Hulan, continue to run 

the business. The brothers and their wives are all Duck River 
Electric Membership Corporation members. 

The pencil industry originally came to Shelbyville — once 
known as “Pencil City” — in the early 1900s, drawn by 
Tennessee’s red cedar wood. Early in the company’s history, 
vendors were paid to exchange cedar rail fences at area farms 
for wire fence so the cedar rails could be used in pencil-
manufacturing. The cedar rails were dried and weathered, 

allowing them to be perfectly cut into 
pencil slats at the mill. 

In 1945, Tennessee’s red 
cedar resource was depleted. The 
replacement wood for pencil-making 
was California incense cedar. 

“Today, we get our wood for 
the pencil slats from China,” says 
Musgrave Pencil Company President 
Henry Hulan. “Not too long ago, 
Musgrave was purchasing our wood 
from California, but economics forced 
the company to move to China.”

 Musgrave Pencil Company ships 
around the world, including to Canada, 
Australia, Mexico and Europe. 
Approximately 500,000 pencils are 
manufactured daily, and in all, the 
company manufactures more than 800 
different kinds of pencils. Musgrave 
created Harvest Packaging in 1967 to have easy access to 
packaging for quick shipment of its popular products.

“Family businesses are unique,” says Henry. “We don’t have 
to wait on a board of directors to make decisions for us. We are 
blessed to run this business together as a family.” 

And the family atmosphere extends to their employees, many 
of whom have worked at Musgrave for decades.

“I am extremely blessed to work for Musgrave,” says 
DREMC member Elaine Thompson. “They have defi nitely 
provided for me over the years, and it’s wonderful to work at a 
family-owned business.” 

Visit www.pencils.net or call 931-684-3611 to place a custom 
order.

Century of Pencils 
Bedford Countyʻs Musgrave Pencil Co. celebrates 100 years 

By DREMC Member 
Relations Specialist 
Claire Sellers 

Raford, Henry, and Tom Hulan are
continuing the legacy of pencil-
making that their grandfather, 
James Raford Musgrave, started. 

Attaching the erasers is the 
last step in making pencils. Grooves are cut into the wooden 

slats so the graphite core can be 
placed. Check out DREMC’s YouTube 
channel to see a video about the 
pencil-making process. 
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Lairdland Farm House owners Don and Bennita 
Rouleau are no strangers to historic home 
renovations and preservation. 

Don, a New Orleans native, worked in construction 
until retirement and �rst had an interest in historic 
preservation when he worked on homes in the famous 
French Quarter.

�e Rouleaus owned and lived in a historic Knoxville 
home before 
moving to 
southern 
Middle 
Tennessee to 
be closer to 
friends and 
family. 

“We wanted 
to �nd a home 
that was on 
the National 
Register of 
Historic Places 
before we le� 
Knoxville,” 
says Bennita. 
“We �nally did 

and bought the Lairdland Farm House in 2002 but were 
not able to move until 2004 because the house was in such 
disrepair.” 

�e land on which Lairdland Farm House sits was 
awarded as a 5,000-acre land grant by North Carolina 
to �omas Lane for his service in the Continental Army 
during the Revolutionary War. �e original house was 
built in 1831 by �omas J. Lane. Robert H. Laird, John 
Laird’s youngest son, purchased the home from his 
brother-in-law. �e home has been known as Lairdland 
since 1857.

Open for individual and group tours by appointment 
only, Lairdland Farm House features a Civil War museum. 
Having collected Civil War memorabilia over the years, 
Don has devoted part of the house to showcasing artifacts 
from both the Union and Confederate sides of the con�ict. 

An event that the Rouleaus are passionate about is the 
Lairdland Farm House Annual Living History weekend. 
�is year’s event — �ursday-Saturday, Sept. 8-10 — 
marks the 10th 
anniversary. �e 
19th Alabama 
Civilian Corps 
re-enactors bring 
yesteryear to life 
for Giles and 
Marshall County 
��h-graders. �e 
students spend 
the day learning 
about spinning, 
blacksmithing, 
weaving, 
camping, 
medical care, 
candle-making, 
soap-making, 
beekeeping and 
more. 

“We enjoy 
having the kids 
here,” says 
Don. “We chose to host ��h-graders because they study 
Tennessee history in their curriculum. We love seeing the 
students’ faces light up when they witness the ways of life 
of early Americans. We are glad to keep the history alive.” 

�e Rouleaus also host Edwardian teas, bridal and baby 
showers and small group events. �is year’s Edwardian 
tea will be Saturday, June 4, co-hosted by Bennita Rouleau 
and Bobbi Kaslow, owner of Rattle and Snap Plantation in 
Maury County. 

�e Lairdland Farm House is located at 3238 
Blackburn Hollow Road, Cornersville, TN 37047. For 
more information and to reserve your seat at this year’s 
Edwardian tea, contact the Rouleaus at 931-363-2205 or 
info@lairdlandfarmhouse.com. 

Visit www.lairdlandfarmhouse.com for more 
information on the history of the home and grounds.

Keeping History Alive
DREMC members Don and Bennita Rouleau are proud owners of Lairdland Farm House in Giles County

By DREMC Member Relations 
Specialist Claire Sellers 

Lairdland Farm House owners Don and Bennita 
Rouleau stand proudly in front of their home. 

Don Rouleau has a unique display of Civil War 
memorabilia in a museum at the farm house. 
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Duck River Electric Membership Corporation
It’s National Electrical Safety Month. As always, Duck
River EMC strives to keep our employees and members

safe. Each Saturday, Duck River EMC features a
safety tip on social media. Also, visit

dremc.com for more information regard-
ing storm safety, generator safety and
more! Never go near a downed power
line, and make sure your generator is
installed by a licensed electrician.
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Forked Deer Electric
Cooperative
P.O. Box 67
Halls, TN 38040

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday
7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Staff
Jeff Newman, General Manager
Mary Blake, Office Manager
Trenisa Anderson, Cashier
Jay Burress, Operating Line

Superintendent
E.W. Baggett, Apprentice Lineman
Johnny Biggs, Journeyman Lineman
Morgan Bowser, Apprentice 

Lineman
Jimmy Buckner, Apprentice 

Lineman
Kathy Cherry, Head Cashier
Kevin Fair, Work Order Clerk
Cameron Green, Groundman
Rosalind Green, Member Services

Representative
Kenneth Hankins Jr., Groundman
Bubba Humphreys, Crew Chief/

Working Foreman
Cody Hutchison, Apprentice Lineman
Madison Laster, Apprentice Lineman 
Kelly Mayo, Accounting Clerk
Ross Norrid, Equipment Operator
Chad Paris, Journeyman Lineman
Nelda Kay Ray, General 

Accounting Clerk
Keven Reece, Groundman
Holly Saliba, Cashier/Receptionist
Tyler Selph, Journeyman Lineman
Brad Stafford, Apprentice Lineman
Andrea Tims, Billing Clerk
Brian Vaughn, ITT
Molly Weatherly, Cashier
Chance Williams, Groundman
Donald Williams, Meter Tech/ 

Collections
Mark Yeager, Engineering Aide

Board of Directors
Keith Warren, President
Lynn Burnett, Vice President 
David Walker, Secretary-Treasurer
Wally Childress
Ronnie Fisher
Mike Harris
Ronnie Roberts
Joe Smith
Ron Weir
Mark D. Johnston, Attorney

Pursuant to Article IV, Section
4.05, of the bylaws of Forked
Deer Electric Cooperative Inc.,
it is necessary that district

meetings be held in Districts 4, 5 and 6
to elect directors to serve
three-year terms on the
board of directors.

The directors
representing these districts
may be elected at the district
meetings. Any member of
such district may qualify as
a candidate if he/she resides
in the district and possesses
all the qualifications for
director as specified in
Section 4.02 of Article IV of
the bylaws. Furthermore, in
order to become a qualified
candidate for election as a director of
such district, such member must file
with the secretary of Forked Deer
Electric Cooperative Inc., not fewer
than 20 days prior to the date of the
district meeting a written petition
nominating such person as a candidate
and signed by not fewer than 25

qualified and eligible voting members
in the voting district. Your attendance at
the district meeting is very important.
In the event there is only one candidate
who qualifies for election as director of

a district, then the signatures
on the qualifying petition
shall be deemed as votes
cast on behalf of the
qualified candidate, and the
qualified candidate shall be
deemed elected without the
necessity of convening the
district meeting. Should you
have any questions
regarding this notification,
you may contact me in my
office for an explanation.

You will be receiving a
notice concerning the annual

meeting of members at a later date. The
annual meeting will be held on
Saturday, Aug. 20, this year. As always,
there will be entertainment, food and
plenty of prizes to be given away. 

I hope that each of you will make
plans to attend your district meeting
and the annual meeting this year.

Attend your district meeting

Members living in Districts 4, 5 and 6 are hereby notified and urged to attend
meetings in June for the purpose of electing directors to represent their districts.

2016 district meetings

District 4
Tuesday, June 28
Forked Deer Fire

Department
6 p.m.

District 5
Tuesday, June 21

Palestine Methodist
Church
7 p.m.

District 6
Monday, June 27

Elizabeth Methodist
Church
7 p.m.

District 4— Southeast of Curve Woodville Road to Forked Deer; north and east
of Henning; east and south of Fay Barfield Road. Consists of meter routes 32-684
and up, 33, 34, 35, 36 and 37.

District 5 — East of the Forked Deer River; west of Highway 412 to Chestnut
Bluff and Twin Rivers. Consists of meter routes 23, 24 and 25 up to 389. 

District 6 — East of Highway 412; south of North Forked Deer River; west of
Gibson County; north and east of Friendship. Consists of meter routes 25-389 and
up, 26 and 27.

Jeff Newman
General Manager,

Forked Deer 
Electric Cooperative

FDEC MAY 2016.qxp_07_FDEC_0516_  4/13/16  4:14 PM  Page 20



May 2016       21

Lockhart and Lorance
attend Youth Leadership Summit

Macayla Shapiro of
Halls and Hunter Hais-
lip of Gates were in
Nashville March 21-23

for the Tennessee Electric Coopera-
tive Association’s annual Youth
Leadership Summit. These students
were chosen and sponsored by
Forked Deer Electric Cooperative.

Beth Harwell welcomed attendees
to Nashville on Tuesday morning,
March 22, in the House Chamber of
the Tennessee State Capitol and
spent time explaining her role as
Speaker of the House and the
process that is required to pass
legislation.

Rep. Kevin Dunlap also addressed
the group and encouraged students to
stay active and involved. “You are
already leaders, or you would not be
here today,” he said. He also helped
students understand the role electric cooperatives
play in rural Tennessee. “The electric co-ops were
created because there was a problem: Rural
Tennessee did not have the privilege of electricity,”
said Dunlap. “Our leaders and citizens worked
together to form the electric cooperatives and solve
the problem.”

Sens. Mike Bell, Richard Briggs and Ferrell Haile
and Representatives Kent Calfee, Dan Howell, Jay
Reedy and David Shepard joined Harwell and
Dunlap for a town hall meeting with students in the
House Chamber.

The theme of this year’s summit was “Small
Towns, Big Ideas,” and attendees were encouraged
to use their talents to improve rural Tennessee.
“Local electric co-ops, school officials and guidance
counselors chose these deserving students to attend
the summit based on their interests in government
and strong leadership abilities,” said Todd Blocker,
vice president of member relations for the
Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association.

“During this year’s Youth Leadership Summit, we
taught these exceptional students that advances in
technology have created unique career opportunities
in their hometowns. They will be the next
generation of leaders in rural Tennessee, and we
want to prepare them for the challenges and
opportunities they will face.”

“These students will soon be our community
leaders — and electric cooperative member-
owners,” said Jeff Newman, FDEC general
manager. “We want them to share our passion for
rural communities so it is an honor for Forked Deer
Electric Cooperative to help prepare them for the
opportunities that are ahead. We need their talents
and leadership more than ever.”

The Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association
provides legislative and communication support for
Tennessee’s 23 electric cooperatives and publishes
The Tennessee Magazine, the state’s most widely
circulated periodical. Visit tnelectric.org or
tnmagazine.org to learn more. 

From left, Forked Deer Electric Cooperative’s Andrea Tims and students
Hunter Haislip and Macayla Shapiro pose in front of the State Capitol in
Nashville during the 2016 Youth Leadership Summit.

FDEC MAY 2016.qxp_07_FDEC_0516_  4/13/16  4:14 PM  Page 21



22       The Tennessee Magaz ine

ESFI warns public about the dangers
of electric shock drowning

Despite being categorized as leisure
activities, swimming and boating
can quickly become dangerous.
While water-safety behaviors

such as wearing life jackets and maintaining
safe boating speeds have become common-
place, a serious hazard often remains over-
looked. This silent killer, classified as electric
shock drowning, occurs in fresh water when
a typically low-level alternating current
passes through the body, causing muscular
paralysis and eventually leading to drowning. 

According to Brett Brenner, president of
the Electrical Safety Foundation International
(ESFI), “Although there are reported
incidents every year, there is a lack of
awareness about the dangers of electric shock
drowning.”

A 21-year-old Illinois man died in 2015
when touching a dock ladder at the Lake of
the Ozarks in Missouri. Additionally, there
were at least two fatalities in Kentucky in
2013 and a pair of deaths in both Missouri
and Tennessee during the Fourth of July
holiday in 2012. Each of these victims was
under the age of 13. Further, electric shock
drowning deaths are usually recorded as
drowning because victims show no signs of
burns, so many instances remain
undocumented. 

While a lack of awareness persists about
the dangers of electric shock drowning,
positive strides are being taken to combat the
problem. In Tennessee, state legislators passed the Noah
Dean and Nate Act in 2014, which protects state residents
from electric shock injuries and drowning deaths near
marinas and boat docks. The bill is named in memory of
10-year-old Noah Dean Winstead and 11-year-old Nate
Lynam, who died from electrical injuries they suffered on
July 4, 2012, at a marina in Tennessee. Jessica Winstead,
Noah Dean’s mother, was the driving force behind the bill,
the result of her tireless crusade to prevent similar
tragedies from occurring. 

Under the Noah Dean and Nate Act, Tennessee marinas
must install ground fault protection, post notices about the
danger of electrical leakage into waters surrounding a
marina and undergo a safety inspection conducted by the
state fire marshal between Jan. 1, 2015, and Dec. 31, 2017,
and every five years thereafter. The law went into effect

April 1, 2015. A similar law was passed in West Virginia in
2013 following the death of Michael Cunningham, three
years after he died at the age of 15, as well as in Arkansas
in 2012 after several electrocutions near docks there and in
surrounding states. 

The 2011 National Electrical Code addresses the
dangers in marinas and boatyards by requiring the main
overcurrent protective device to be GFCI-protected.
However, this only applies to installations and inspections,
which are recommended annually but not enforced. 

Protect yourself and your loved ones from the risk of
electric shock drowning and common boat electrical
hazards with these handy tips from ESFI:
• Don’t allow yourself or anyone else to swim near docks.

Avoid entering the water when launching or loading your
boat. 
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• Always maintain a distance of at least 10 feet between
your boat and nearby power lines.

• If you feel a tingle while swimming, the water may be
electrified. Get out as soon as possible, avoiding the use
of metal objects such as ladders. 

• Have your boat’s electrical system inspected and
upgraded by a certified marine electrician who is familiar
with National Fire Protection Association Codes: NFPA
303 and NFPA 70. 

• Have GFCIs installed on your boat, and test them once a
month.

• Consider having equipment leakage circuit interrupters
(ELCI) installed on boats to protect nearby swimmers
from potential electricity leakage into water surrounding
your boat.

• Only use shore or marine power cords, plugs,
receptacles and extension cords that have been tested
by Underwriters Laboratories (UL), Canadian
Standards Association (CSA) or Intertek (ETL). 

• Never use cords that are frayed or damaged or that
have had the prongs removed or altered. 

• Never stand or swim in water when turning off
electrical devices or switches. 

• Electric shock drowning can also occur in swimming
pools, hot tubs and spas. Have an electrician inspect
and upgrade your pool, spa or hot tub in accordance
with applicable local codes and the National Electrical
Code.
For ESFI’s complete collection of boating and marina

safety resources, visit www.esfi.org. 

Nine ways to save money this summer

Why pay more for electricity than you have
to? The less you use, the more you’ll save.
Here are nine easy ways to pare your use

of electricity this summer:
1. Move lamps, the TV or any other heat-emitting

electric appliance away from your thermostat. The
heat can trick the thermostat into “thinking” it’s
hotter in the house than it is. In response, your
system will make the house colder than it should.

2. If you’re still using leftover incandescent
lightbulbs, switch to compact fluorescent bulbs or
LED fixtures. The newer bulbs emit less heat and
use less electricity when they’re turned on.

3. Turn the air conditioner up to 78 degrees. If you
usually run it at 72 degrees, you can save between
6 percent and 18 percent on your cooling bill,
according to the U.S. Department of Energy.

4. Plant trees outside of windows on the sunny side of
your house. The shade can save you up to $250 a
year.

5. When you turn your air conditioner on, also turn on
your ceiling fans. Running them together will make
your house feel 4 degrees cooler — so you can
raise the thermostat by 4 degrees. Turn fans off
when you leave a room; fans cool people, not the
air.

6. Lower the temperature of your water heater to
120 degrees. That will save you money — and it’s
safer than a higher setting because 120-degree
water won’t scald anyone.

7. Give your oven and stovetop a break on hot days.
Use the microwave oven, a toaster oven or an
outdoor grill instead and you’ll cut your energy use
— plus you’ll put less unneeded extra heat into the
house.

8. Summertime is no time to coop yourself up indoors
with your computer. Turn it off and enjoy the great
outdoors. Don’t leave it on when you’re not using
it; that wastes up to $75 a year in electricity.

9. Still don’t have a programmable thermostat? It’s
time to get one. Choose a model that can
automatically turn the air conditioner way up when
you’re not home and crank it back on in plenty of
time to cool things off so you’ll be comfortable
when you return.

Avoid placing lamps
or TV sets near your 
room air-conditioning
thermostat. The 
thermostat senses 
heat from these 
appliances, which 
can cause the air 
conditioner to run
longer than 
necessary.
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Better technology has
been making your elec-
tricity more reliable
every year. But long-

standing troublemakers from
lightning to squirrels still knock
our lights out occasionally. In the
last few years, less-expensive and
more-sophisticated meters and
monitoring systems can detect
outages faster than ever.

“We’re far more automated
than we were a decade ago,” says
Tony Thomas, principal engineer
at the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association. “We don’t have to wait for someone to
call and say they’re without power. Now the
member’s electric meter lets the co-op know.”

The amount of time a typical consumer is without
power during a year is down to less than two hours,
according to a benchmarking report from the
Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engineers.
That’s a 20-percent decline from 2011 to 2014, the
latest year in the study.

Thomas says some causes of
power outages are hard to
eliminate. Those include
lightning strikes, equipment
failure, trees falling on power
lines, people driving into utility
poles, snakes touching wires and
squirrels.

“Squirrels are a pain,” Thomas
says. “They eat insulation.”

And in case you want to know
how much of a pain squirrels can
be, check out the website
cybersquirrel1.com, which

features a map of all power outages caused by
squirrels. You can scan the world, search by month or
year for the incidents caused by squirrels or other
animals and click through to news accounts of the
details. For example, the site reports 10 squirrel-
caused outages in the U.S. in January. Those
involved squirrels getting into substations and
transformers, touching live wires and ground wires
and tripping circuit breakers.

As technology advances and reliability improves,
we will do our best to prevent
outages so you can enjoy the safe,
reliable and affordable power you
depend on. 

Paul Wesslund writes on
cooperative issues for the National
Rural Electric Cooperative
Association, the Arlington, Va.-
based service arm of the nation’s
900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-
profit electric cooperatives.

Smarter meters are reducing outage times
Now if only we could train squirrels to stay away from utility equipment
By Paul Wesslund

Technology has improved electricity
reliability — from smart meters that
can send outage and power quality
information to central information
monitoring systems, known as SCADA
(Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition) systems.

While electric reliability is improving,
many causes of power outages like
lightning strikes are tough to solve.
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Whole-house energy monitoring systems
are a topic I can really sink my teeth
into. I have had one in my home for
more than eight years and love it.

True, I am a gadget guy, so on that basis alone it ap-
peals to me. But beyond its techno-goodness is a real
opportunity to learn how your home uses electricity
and teach everyone in your family about what uses
watts. Let’s take a look at these useful systems.

There are two primary ways in which whole-house
energy monitors get their data. The first is to have a
sensor you mount on your electric meter. I would not
recommend this route. Sensors are hard to align, and
Mother Nature can knock them out of alignment later
down the road. The sensor can also hinder Forked Deer
Electric Cooperative’s efforts to manage the meter.

The second option, which I recommend, uses
current transducers (CTs) placed around the big wires
that feed into your electric panel. The clips are a snap
to install (pun intended) and are out of the way. These
connect to a transmitter that sends the information to
your system’s monitor. A caution here: If you are
uncomfortable taking the cover off your electric panel,
ask an electrician or knowledgeable acquaintance to
handle this part for you.

After the transmitter is in place and sending data,
you can program the monitor with a variety of
information. My particular system allows me to set up
a couple of electric rates, the time, day and so forth.
From there, the unit presents my data in a
predetermined format. 

I mentioned that these systems help you learn how
your home uses energy. Step one is to determine the
base load of your home. Base load is a utility term that
means the lowest power consumption possible with
only essential items using electricity. The typical home
today (three bedroom, two bath) should have a base
load between 600 watts and 700 watts. This is your
refrigerator, freezer, fans and other equipment. At my
previous home, it was 650-698 watts. In my new,
smaller domicile, it is around 450 watts. The best time
to find this information is late at night when only you
are awake, looking to find your base load.

Why is this useful? You want to start identifying
how much different items in your home add to your
electric use. Going below your base load means
turning off something you probably shouldn’t. Above
that indicates a discretionary use. Here is a fun test:
Turn everything possible off to get to the base load.
Now, start turning on appliances, lights and so forth.
Note how much each uses. Over time, you can look at
the display and know what’s running.

Use this data to educate your family. Kids won’t
turn off their game console or television? Show them
the monitor, have them turn their stuff off and let them
see the difference. Then offer to deduct the cost from
their allowance. Yes, I am a meanie. Or, offer to split
the savings. You choose what is right for your family.

I have reduced my energy use as a result of having
my monitoring system. Knowing the cost of each item
makes me really think before I start using something.
The benefits will add up over time: lower bills, fewer
carbon emissions and lifelong lessons-become-habits
for your kids. It is a beautiful combination!

Tom Tate writes on cooperative issues for the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington,
Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 900-plus
consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric cooperatives.

Whole-house energy monitoring
By Tom Tate

A whole-house energy-monitoring system helps you
understand how you use energy. Identify how much
items add to your electric use by first turning off every
device possible to find your base use and then noting
how your use increases as you turn on additional items.
Above, you can see how much electricity a portable
heater consumes, right, compared to the base use.
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There is a children’s book titled “Safety 1st,
Safety Always.” As you can imagine, it en-
compasses many of the traditional safety les-
sons parents should teach their children. 

We drill youngsters about safety from an early age
because we know how important it is to protect
ourselves and those we care about. In the spirit of May
being National Electrical Safety Month, let’s take a look
at how electric cooperatives have been stepping up to
the plate when it comes to safety.

Up until 2007, there was an alarming national trend
among electric co-ops that the number of “lost-time”
accidents was increasing. Lost time is defined as
anything resulting in an employee missing time at work;
these accidents could range from a sprained ankle to the
ultimate tragedy of a fatality.

This is why Federated Rural Electric Insurance
Exchange, which insures the vast majority of electric
co-ops nationwide, initiated a campaign called Culture
of Safety to create a much greater awareness about
safety issues at all electric co-ops. 

Through the use of strategy labs across the country,
Federated brought together co-op CEOs and general
managers, operations supervisors, safety directors and
linemen to better understand how each group viewed
safety. In doing so, differences in perceptions regarding
safety within cooperatives were identified, allowing for
much-needed conversations and evaluations of how to

raise awareness and improve local safety cultures. The
Speak Up, Listen Up program is designed to empower
anyone who sees a potentially unsafe situation to “speak
up” and encourages everyone to “listen up” to these
concerns. The results have been dramatic, with a more
than 30-percent decline in the number of accidents over
the past nine years. 

As an electric cooperative member, you, too, have a
role. If you see any potential dangerous situations or
practices, you should report them as soon as possible to
Forked Deer Electric Cooperative.

The implementation and success of the Culture of
Safety program demonstrates a very important point: If
we are intentional about our actions, we can, indeed,
change the culture in our organizations. The same is
true for our families, our teams and any groups to which
we may belong.

We also know that living our cooperative principles
and values is equally important. We have the best
business model because it puts you, the member-owner,
at the center of our efforts.

Adam Schwartz is the founder of The Cooperative
Way, a consulting firm that helps co-ops succeed. He is
an author, speaker and member-owner of the CDS
Consulting Co-op. You can follow him on Twitter —
@adamcooperative — or email him at
aschwartz@thecooperativeway.coop

Electric co-ops and a Culture of Safety
By Adam Schwartz

Protect your family by eliminating safety threats

May is Electrical Safety Month, and
that’s a good time to consider having
your home’s electrical wiring updated.
According to the Consumer Product

Safety Commission (CPSC), the top causes of electri-
cal fires are aging wiring, extension cords that are in
permanent use (for which they’re not designed), large
appliances that are plugged into circuits that can’t
handle the load and misused surge protectors.

Aside from starting fires, faulty wiring can
electrocute someone in your home. In fact, CPSC
says electrocutions associated with wiring cause
hundreds of deaths each year — and more than
140,000 fires.

Here are some tips:
• Even if you know how to operate an electrical

device, read the instructions so you’re sure you use
it safely.

• Replace damaged electrical equipment or have it
repaired by a professional.

• Don’t overload power strips, cords and surge
suppressors. Know how much they can handle.

• To avoid overloading your home’s circuits, don’t
plug too many devices into one circuit.

• Install ground-fault circuit interrupters in the
kitchen, bathrooms, laundry room and garage —
wherever you might find yourself working near
water.
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There is a children’s book titled “Safety 1st, Safety
Always.” As you can imagine, it encompasses
many of the traditional safety lessons parents

should teach their children.
We drill youngsters about safety from an

early age because we know how important
it is to protect ourselves and those we care
about. May is National Electrical Safety
Month, making it a great time to tell you
how Gibson Electric Membership Corpora-
tion and other electric cooperatives have
been stepping up to the plate when it comes
to safety.

Up until 2007, there was an alarming na-
tional trend among electric co-ops that the
number of “lost-time” accidents was in-
creasing. Lost time is defined as anything
resulting in an employee missing time at
work; these accidents can range from a sprained ankle to
the ultimate tragedy of a fatality.

This is why Federated Rural Electric Insurance Ex-
change, which insures Gibson
EMC and the vast majority of
electric co-ops nationwide, initi-
ated a campaign called Culture of
Safety to create a much greater
awareness about safety issues
among all electric co-ops. 

Through the use of strategy
labs across the country, Federated
brought together co-op CEOs, operations managers, safety
coordinators and linemen to better understand how each
group viewed safety. In doing so, differences in percep-
tions regarding safety within cooperatives were identified,
prompting important conversations about how we could
raise awareness and improve our safety cultures. The
Speak Up, Listen Up program was designed to empower
anyone who sees a potentially unsafe situation to “speak
up” and encourages everyone to “listen up” to these con-
cerns. The results have been dramatic with a more than 30-
percent decline in the number of accidents over the past
nine years. 

During this timeframe, Gibson EMC also took steps to
improve our safety culture. On Jan. 1, 2007, we created the
position of Safety Coordinator to develop and administer a

comprehensive safety program and help establish
and maintain a safe work environment. We cre-
ated a Safety Committee made up of employees
from a variety of positions throughout our mem-
ber service centers to analyze close calls and acci-
dents so we can prevent future accidents and to
make recommendations for improving work prac-
tices to avoid injury. We have purchased equip-
ment to help our employees work safely, and we
have recognized and rewarded our employees for
working safely. Our employee motto is “Safety,
Operational Excellence and Service (S.O.S.),”
and we’re conscientious about excelling in all
three areas.

Since 2007, Gibson EMC’s employees have
reduced our workers’ compensation experience modification
number significantly — saving our employees from injury
and saving our members money. We’re especially proud of

our Tiptonville Member Service Cen-
ter employees for earning an award
in 2015 from the National Safety
Council for working 47,471 hours ac-
cident-free. We’re also proud that
Gibson EMC has been recertified by
the Rural Electric Safety Achieve-
ment Program; we’re proud because
it is recognition of our continuous ef-

forts to keep our employees and our members safe.
As an electric cooperative member, you have a role, too.

If you see any potentially dangerous situations or practices,
we urge you to report them as soon as possible to your local
Gibson EMC member service center.

The implementation and success of these safety pro-
grams demonstrate a very important point: If we are inten-
tional about our actions, we can indeed change the culture
within our organizations. The same is true for our families,
our teams and any groups to which we belong. Working
“cooperatively” toward a common goal, we can create
powerful and positive change.

Gibson E lec tr ic  Membership Corporat ion

A message from your co-op’s President and CEO

Creating a ‘Culture of Safety’
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Dan Rodamaker

President and CEO
Gibson EMC

“Our employee motto is ‘Safety, 

Operational Excellence and Service

(S.O.S.),’ and we’re conscientious 

about excelling in all three areas.”
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Dyer County High School students Michael Kirk
and Carley Troutt were in Nashville March 21-23
for the Tennessee Electric Cooperative Associa-

tion’s annual Youth Leadership Summit. These students
were chosen by their school and sponsored by Gibson Elec-
tric Membership Corporation.

Beth Harwell welcomed attendees to Nashville on Tues-
day morning, March 22, in the House Chamber of the Ten-
nessee State Capitol and spent time explaining her role as
speaker of the House and the process that is required to
pass legislation.

The theme of this year’s summit was “Small Towns, Big
Ideas,” and attendees were encouraged to use their talents
to improve rural Tennessee. “Local electric co-ops, school
officials and guidance counselors chose these deserving
students to attend the summit based on their interests in
government and strong leadership abilities,” said Todd
Blocker, vice president of member relations for the Ten-

nessee Electric Cooperative Association. “During this
year’s Youth Leadership Summit, we taught these excep-
tional students that advances in technology have created
unique career opportunities in their hometowns. They will
be the next generation of leaders in rural Tennessee, and we
want to prepare them for the challenges and opportunities
they will face.”

“These students will soon be our community leaders —
and electric cooperative member-owners,” said Gibson
EMC Communications Specialist Jenni Lynn Rachels. “We
want them to share our passion for rural West Tennessee
and Western Kentucky, so it is an honor for Gibson EMC to
help prepare them for the opportunities that are ahead. We
need their talents and leadership now more than ever.”

In April, Gibson EMC will sponsor two Kentucky stu-
dents on the Frankfort Youth Tour to visit the Governor’s
Mansion, the Kentucky State Capitol building and the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial.

Students attend Youth Leadership Summit

From left, Gibson EMC Communications Specialist Jenni Lynn Rachels and Dyer County High School Students Michael Kirk

and Carley Troutt meet with Tennessee State Sen. John Stevens at the Tennessee Capitol.
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Gibson E lec tr ic  Membership Corporat ion

Trustees and staff from Gibson
Electric Membership Corpora-
tion were among more than

200 electric co-op leaders in
Nashville on Monday and Tuesday,
March 7 and 8, for the 2016 Ten-
nessee Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion’s Legislative Conference.

Gibson EMC Trustees Tony
Bargery, Rana Buchanan, Joan
Mouser, Steve Sanders and Richard
Skiles joined Gibson EMC Vice Presi-
dent of Economic Development
Emily Sullivan and President and
CEO Dan Rodamaker in meetings
with legislators on Capitol Hill to help
them better understand electric coop-

eratives and the issues that impact
rural and suburban Tennessee. 

House Speaker Beth Harwell wel-
comed the group to Nashville. “You
serve 71 percent of our state and
2.5 million Tennesseans,” she said.
“We recognize the impact you have
on our state.”

Tennessee’s electric cooperatives
maintain a visible presence in
Nashville and Washington, D.C., to
protect the interests of co-op mem-
bers. “We are here to give a voice to
rural Tennesseans,” said David Callis,
executive vice president and general
manager of the Tennessee Electric
Cooperative Association (TECA).

“We must tell the electric cooperative
story and educate lawmakers about
the impact of proposed legislation.”

“Decisions made in Nashville can
have serious consequences for our
co-op, our members and the commu-
nities we serve,” said Rodamaker.
“We have a responsibility to our
members to see that their voice is
heard.”

Attendees reminded legislators that
co-ops are not-for-profit, member-
owned and -regulated private busi-
nesses that impact rural and suburban
Tennessee in many ways. Visits fo-
cused on specific legislation that im-
pacts co-ops and the communities they
serve. Co-op leaders expressed support
for a bill that allows electric co-ops to
provide broadband internet service.  

“We serve the areas with the great-
est need for broadband,” said Mike
Knotts, TECA vice president of gov-
ernment affairs. “We have a role to
play in bringing high-speed connec-
tivity to rural Tennessee.”

Co-ops also voiced their support of
legislation that modernizes the tax
code for co-ops and discussed the im-
pact of the recent Supreme Court de-
cision to halt implementation of the
Environmental Protection Agency’s
Clean Power Plan.

“Educated and informed legislators
are necessary for us to provide low-
cost, reliable power, and our members
make a powerful impression when
they come to Nashville,” said Knotts.

More than 100 legislative visits
were made during the conference, and
dozens of legislators from across the
state attended a reception honoring
members of the Tennessee General
Assembly.

Members deliver co-op message to legislators

Gibson EMC President and CEO Dan Rodamaker, left, talks with Rep. Curtis

Halford during the 2016 Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association’s Legisla-

tive Conference in Nashville. Between them in the background is Gibson EMC

Trustee Tony Bargery.
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Gibson Electric Membership Corporation Board
Members Joan Mouser, Don Leathers and Keith
Forrester have earned Director Gold Certificate

through a new certification program by the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA). 

Mouser, Leathers and Forrester previ-
ously earned NRECA’s Credentialed Co-
operative Director (CCD) and Board
Leadership Certificate (BLC) designa-
tions. CCD emphasizes foundational
governance knowledge in addition to
skills required of electric cooperative di-
rectors, while BLC reflects greater depth
in industry, governance, risk manage-
ment, communication, ratemaking, and
policy government. Director Gold
demonstrates board members’ ongoing
commitment to advancing knowledge
and performing their fiduciary duties to
the best of their abilities. 

Mouser is from Obion and has served on the Gibson
EMC Board of Trustees for 12 years. Leathers, from
Alamo, has served for 17 years. And Forrester, of Rives,
and has served on the board for 12 years.

May 2016       23

Mouser, Leathers and Forrester earn certificate

Keith Forrester

Gibson EMC 

Board of Trustees

Don Leathers

Gibson EMC 

Board of Trustees

Joan Mouser

Gibson EMC 

Board of Trustees

From left, Gibson EMC President and CEO Dan Rodamaker, Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association Executive Vice
President and General Manager David Callis, Gibson EMC Board of Trustees Chairman Steve Sanders, Trustee Joan
Mouser, Trustee Richard Skiles, Vice President of Economic Development Emily Sullivan and Trustee Rana Buchanan
meet with Rep. Craig Fitzhugh during the 2016 Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association Legislative Conference in
Nashville. 
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From left, Hickman County Magistrate Irvin Stroud, Hickman County Fire and Rescue Assistant Chief Curtis Weather-
ford, Hickman County Judge Executive Kenny Wilson, Soleil Landscapers Dustin Cloar and Dylan Mires and Gibson
EMC employees Rex Coffey, Mark Greene and Matt Prater participate in an Arbor Day planting at Fulgham Park in Ful-
gham, Kentucky.

Gibson EMC plants trees in celebration of Arbor Day

The Arbor Day Foundation has named Gibson
Electric Membership Corporation a 2016 Tree
Line USA utility in honor of its commitment to

proper tree pruning, planting and care in the provider’s
service area.

Tree Line USA, a partnership between the foundation
and the National Association of State Foresters, recog-
nizes public and private utilities for pursuing practices
that protect and enhance America’s urban trees. Tree
Line USA promotes the dual goals of delivering safe
and reliable electricity while maintaining healthy com-
munity forests.

“Trees are a critical part of urban landscapes all
across the United States,” said Dan Lambe, President of
the Arbor Day Foundation. “Service providers like Gib-
son EMC demonstrate that it’s possible for trees and

utilities to coexist for the benefit of communities and
citizens.”

Gibson EMC achieved Tree Line USA designation
by meeting five program criteria: Utilities must follow
industry standards for quality tree care, provide annual
worker training in best tree-care practices, sponsor a
tree-planting and public education program, maintain a
tree-based energy conservation program and participate
in an Arbor Day celebration.

As part of Gibson Electric Membership Corporation’s
commitment to the communities it serves and in celebra-
tion of Arbor Day, each year the cooperative plants trees
in different parts of its service area. This March, Gibson
EMC planted several trees at the Crockett County Mid-
dle School and High School campuses in Alamo, Ten-
nessee, and at the Fulgham Park in Fulgham, Kentucky.
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From left, Crockett County Middle School Principal Bobby McLaughlin, Crockett County High School Principal Jared
Foust, Gibson EMC employee Matt Prater, Crockett County Director of Schools Bobby Mullins, Crockett County Super-
visor of Student Management Services Bret Piatt, Landscaper Sam Blitchington, Milligan’s Landscape and Nursery
Owner Sammy Milligan and Gibson EMC employee Mark Greene participate in an Arbor Day planting at the Crockett
County Middle School and High School campuses in Alamo.

Gibson Electric Member-
ship Corporation works
extremely hard to keep

your service reliable, but some-
times power interruptions can’t be
avoided. As soon as we are aware
of an outage, we immediately dis-
patch our crews and restore service
as quickly as we safely can. But
did you know there are steps you
can take to ensure your electricity
is restored quickly? By keeping
your contact information up-to-
date, you can expedite service

restoration and take full advantage
of the services your co-op offers. 

With correct information, our
outage management system can
predict the location and the possi-
ble cause of an outage, making it
easier for our crews to correct the
problem. 

With your correct number, we
can simply serve you better. Please
visit www.gibsonemc.com or call
your local Gibson EMC member
service center to be sure we have
your most up-to-date information. 

Keep your number up-to-date
to expedite service restoration
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Baggett attends Young Leaders Conference

More than 300 young people from across Ten-
nessee gathered at the 2016
Young Leaders Conference

Feb. 26 and 27 at the Drury Plaza
Hotel in Franklin. The annual confer-
ence brings couples and individuals to-
gether from rural communities to learn
about cooperatives, share their views
about agriculture and discuss current
issues facing rural Americans.

The Tennessee Council of Coopera-
tives (TCC) co-sponsors the annual
conference with Tennessee Farm Bu-
reau Federation’s Young Farmers and
Ranchers organization. Gibson Electric
Membership Corporation, a TCC
member, sponsored Kurt Baggett of
Troy as its young Gibson EMC mem-
ber in attendance.

This year’s event covered a variety
of subjects aimed at educating leaders
about cooperatives and agricultural is-
sues and strengthening their leadership
skills. Attendees discussed issues fac-
ing rural Tennessee and were given an
overview of Farm Bureau’s Ag-in-the-Classroom pro-
gram. Tennessee State University’s Dr. John Hall led a

breakout session on “Core Values,” and the University
of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture’s Lisa
Stearns discussed “Raising the Profile of
Tennessee Agriculture.” Amy Gallimore,
chief executive officer of Four16 Training
Solutions, taught valuable lessons in perse-
verance and attitude, and David Turner en-
tertained attendees.

“As an electric cooperative, Gibson EMC
has a long-standing tradition of TCC Young
Leaders Conference participation,” said Dan
Rodamaker, Gibson EMC President and
CEO. “We were proud to sponsor Kurt
Baggett this year and trust that this event fur-
ther enhanced both his knowledge of co-ops
and his skills in agribusiness.”

Joe Jackson, retired Tennessee Electric
Cooperative Association director of member
services and a pivotal leader in establishing
the Young Leaders Conference, was pre-
sented an annual award given by TCC to an
individual who has shown dedication to the
cooperative cause in Tennessee. TCC made a
$1,000 contribution in Jackson’s honor to the
John Willis Memorial Scholarship fund,

which provides financial aid to deserving college agri-
culture students in the state.

Kurt Baggett, Gibson EMC

member and Vice Presi-

dent/Ag Lender at Commer-

cial Bank and Trust,

attended the recent Ten-

nessee Cooperative Council

Young Leaders Conference

in Franklin.

Early warning is your best protection

Midland Weather Ra-
dios are important
tools for providing you

and your family advanced warn-
ing of severe weather. Radios are
programmed to respond auto-
matically to national weather
alerts and equipped with battery
backup, so you’ll always be pre-
pared if severe weather threatens

your area. Weather radios are for
sale in every Gibson Electric
Membership Corporation office
for $33 (plus tax).

You can pay for the weather
radio at the time of purchase or
have it charged to your next Gib-
son EMC electric bill. Call or
visit your local member service
center for details.
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People living in rural areas of
East Tennessee, specifically
the Holston Electric Coopera-
tive service terri-

tory, are struggling to get fast
broadband — some unable to
receive broadband at all, oth-
ers lumbered with slow
speeds, making a lot of the
ways most of us use the inter-
net day-to-day frustrating,
even impossible. Holston
Electric Cooperative recently
asked members to complete a
short survey concerning
availability of internet and
telecommunication services
to their homes. Fortunately, there was an
overwhelming response, and this data
will better allow our cooperative to eval-
uate the needs of our members.

There are several reasons that
expanded broadband service is
important for employment and income
growth in rural areas. Most employment
growth in the United States over the last
several decades has been in the service
sector, where jobs are particularly likely
to benefit from broadband access.
Broadband service may allow rural areas
to compete for a range of service jobs —
from call centers to software
development. Broadband is essential to
economic development and competition
for new businesses and industries, thus
potentially creating new jobs. And even
in nonservice industries, internet tools
can help businesses connect more
efficiently with customers and suppliers.
For instance, American farmers can use
the internet to track product prices,
obtain weather forecasts, buy and sell

commodity futures, track the progress of
supplies ordered or products shipped
and find markets for specialty farm

products. Broadband internet
connections also are
increasingly useful as a
substitute for business travel. 

Broadband-enabled
employment is valuable in
rural areas not only for the
income opportunities it
provides but also because it
helps further diversify local
economies. Broadband
internet access enables
employment that is both
flexible and untethered to

local economic conditions. One example
of how broadband access can diversify
income sources is through home
businesses, which are substantially more
common in rural areas than urban ones.
Broadband service helps rural
businesses find markets that otherwise
might be unavailable to them, facilitates
online ordering and billing and
integrates the rural economy with the
rest of the country (and the world) more
effectively than is possible over slow-
speed internet connections. It also
allows continued access to online
training and education.

Finally, broadband service expands
opportunities for improving the
provision of medical and health services
for rural populations. More accessible
health information, products and
services confer real economic benefits to
rural communities and their residents.
One study of hospitals in 24 rural
communities found that the benefits of
telemedicine include savings from

Digital divide: 
Internet’s haves and have-nots

AS I  SEE IT Manager’s Viewpoint
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outsourcing of procedures, transportation savings for
patients who were able to obtain services electronically
from their local hospital rather than traveling to a distant
specialist and income savings to patients from reductions
in missed work. 

While strong infrastructure is critical to economic
opportunity, standards of living and social cohesion, there
is a major hurdle for rural areas. Because there are fewer
people across whom to spread the costs, large
infrastructure projects in rural areas tend to have much
higher costs per household than comparable projects in
urban areas. Therefore, the crucial role linking rural
residents economically and socially with the rest of the
country and world in providing important basic services
remains lacking, and the major players in the market are
not willing to cut profit margins to ensure members
receive the services required.

Let’s begin by reviewing the financial statements of
those providing services in the Holston Electric
Cooperative service area. As of Dec. 31, 2015, AT&T
served more than 15 billion internet customers and
reported a net revenue of $13.687 billion. Comcast ended
the year increasing customer relationships by 666,000 to
23.329 million high-speed internet customers; net revenue
was $74.51 billion. CenturyLink posted a revenue of
$1.5 billion with 6.048 million high-speed internet
subscribers. And Charter served 6.7 million residential
and small-to-medium business customers with a net
revenue of $9.8 billion. With this many zeros, the
conglomerates obviously have the resources to assume the
costs associated with adding rural infrastructure.

In fact, you will be shocked to know that several of the
primary service providers accepted Connect America
(CAF) monies from the Federal Communications
Commission last year to bring high-speed access to many
lacking Americans. It should be noted that even though
companies received CAF resources, it is doubtful that
very many members will see any measurable
improvements in their high-speed access. With financial
statements showing billions of dollars in revenue and
additional funding provided, most are left to wonder why
broadband — no longer a luxury but a necessity for full
participation in our economy and society for all
Americans — continues to be unavailable.

We look forward to being your safe electricity provider
and energy adviser long into the future. Moreover,
Holston Electric Cooperative fully believes all our
membership deserves to have fast and reliable broadband,
and we stand ready to bring broadband throughout our
service area if the state of Tennessee would allow us to do
so. Holston Electric Cooperative encourages all members
to contact their state representatives and senators to
encourage support of the Broadband Expansion Act in
next year’s legislative session, opening the door for new
solutions and removing legal barriers that currently
prevent the state’s not-for-profit, member-owned electric
cooperatives from providing broadband service. Access to
wired broadband that meets modern standards is
unavailable to almost one in three Tennesseans served by
electric cooperatives, but Holston Electric Cooperative is
excited about the opportunities broadband service may
present to our members and the communities we serve.

Holston Electric Cooperative serves more than 30,000
residential, commercial and industrial customers
throughout Hawkins and Hamblen Counties.

Despite revenues in the billions of dollars, providers are
unlikely to undertake the costly infrastructure upgrades
required to bring broadband service to rural areas.
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Despite being categorized
as leisure activities,
swimming and boating
can quickly become

dangerous. While water-safety be-
haviors such as wearing life jackets
and maintaining safe boating
speeds have become commonplace,
a serious hazard often remains
overlooked. This silent killer, clas-
sified as electric shock drowning,
occurs in fresh water when a typi-
cally low-level alternating current
passes through the body, causing
muscular paralysis and eventually
leading to drowning. 

According to Brett Brenner,
president of the Electrical Safety
Foundation International (ESFI),
“Although there are reported
incidents every year, there is a lack
of awareness about the dangers of
electric shock drowning.”

A 21-year-old Illinois man died
in 2015 when touching a dock
ladder at the Lake of the Ozarks in
Missouri. Additionally, there were
at least two fatalities in Kentucky
in 2013 and a pair of deaths in both
Missouri and Tennessee during the
Fourth of July holiday in 2012.
Each of these victims was under the
age of 13. Further, electric shock
drowning deaths are usually
recorded as drowning because
victims show no signs of burns, so
many instances remain
undocumented. 

While a lack of awareness
persists about the dangers of
electric shock drowning, positive
strides are being taken to combat
the problem. In Tennessee, state
legislators passed the Noah Dean
and Nate Act in 2014, which
protects state residents from

electric shock injuries and
drowning deaths near marinas and
boat docks. The bill is named in
memory of 10-year-old Noah Dean
Winstead and 11-year-old Nate
Lynam, who died from electrical
injuries they suffered on July 4,
2012, at a marina in Tennessee.
Jessica Winstead, Noah Dean’s
mother, was the driving force
behind the bill, the result of her
tireless crusade to prevent similar
tragedies from occurring.

Under the Noah Dean and Nate
Act, Tennessee marinas must install
ground fault protection, post notices
about the danger of electrical
leakage into waters surrounding a
marina and undergo a safety
inspection conducted by the state
fire marshal between Jan. 1, 2015,
and Dec. 31, 2017, and every five
years thereafter. The law went into
effect April 1, 2015. A similar law
was passed in West Virginia in 2013
following the death of Michael

ESFI warns public about the dangers
of electric shock drowning

22       The Tennessee Magaz ine

HEC MAY 2016.qxp_10_HEC_0516_  4/13/16  4:34 PM  Page 22



May 2016       23

Cunningham, three years after he died at the age of 15,
as well as in Arkansas in 2012 after several
electrocutions near docks there and in surrounding
states. 

The 2011 National Electrical Code addresses the
dangers in marinas and boatyards by requiring the main
overcurrent protective device to be GFCI-protected.
However, this only applies to installations and
inspections, which are recommended annually but not
enforced. 

Protect yourself and your loved ones from the risk of
electric shock drowning and common boat electrical
hazards with these handy tips from ESFI:
• Don’t allow yourself or anyone else to swim near

docks. Avoid entering the water when launching or
loading your boat. 

• Always maintain a distance of at least 10 feet between
your boat and nearby power lines.

• If you feel a tingle while swimming, the water may be
electrified. Get out as soon as possible, avoiding the
use of metal objects such as ladders. 

• Have your boat’s electrical system inspected and
upgraded by a certified marine electrician who is

familiar with National Fire Protection Association
Codes: NFPA 303 and NFPA 70. 

• Have GFCIs installed on your boat, and test them
once a month.

• Consider having equipment leakage circuit
interrupters (ELCI) installed on boats to protect
nearby swimmers from potential electricity leakage
into water surrounding your boat.

• Only use shore or marine power cords, plugs,
receptacles and extension cords that have been tested
by Underwriters Laboratories (UL), Canadian
Standards Association (CSA) or Intertek (ETL). 

• Never use cords that are frayed or damaged or that
have had the prongs removed or altered. 

• Never stand or swim in water when turning off
electrical devices or switches. 

• Electric shock drowning can also occur in swimming
pools, hot tubs and spas. Have an electrician inspect
and upgrade your pool, spa or hot tub in accordance
with applicable local codes and the National Electrical
Code.
For ESFI’s complete collection of boating and

marina safety resources, visit www.esfi.org. 

Nine ways to save money this summer

Why pay more for electricity than you have
to? The less you use, the more you’ll save.
Here are nine easy ways to pare your use of

electricity this summer:
1. Move lamps, the TV or any other heat-emitting

electric appliance away from your thermostat. The
heat can trick the thermostat into “thinking” it’s
hotter in the house than it is. In response, your
system will make the house colder than it should.

2. If you’re still using leftover incandescent
lightbulbs, switch to compact fluorescent bulbs or
LED fixtures. The newer bulbs emit less heat and
use less electricity when they’re turned on.

3. Turn the air conditioner up to 78 degrees. If you
usually run it at 72 degrees, you can save between 6
percent and 18 percent on your cooling bill,
according to the U.S. Department of Energy.

4. Plant trees outside of windows on the sunny side of
your house. The shade can save you up to $250 a
year.

5. When you turn your air conditioner on, also turn on
your ceiling fans. Running them together will make

your house feel 4 degrees cooler — so you can raise
the thermostat by 4 degrees. Turn fans off when you
leave a room; fans cool people, not the air.

6. Lower the temperature of your water heater to
120 degrees. That will save you money — and it’s
safer than a higher setting because 120-degree water
won’t scald anyone.

7. Give your oven and stovetop a break on hot days.
Use the microwave oven, a toaster oven or an
outdoor grill instead, and you’ll cut your energy use
— plus you’ll put less unneeded extra heat into the
house.

8. Summertime is no time to coop yourself up indoors
with your computer. Turn it off and enjoy the great
outdoors. Don’t leave it on when you’re not using
it; that wastes up to $75 a year in electricity.

9. Still don’t have a programmable thermostat? It’s
time to get one. Choose a model that can
automatically turn the air conditioner way up when
you’re not home and crank it back on in plenty of
time to cool things off so you’ll be comfortable
when you return.
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Young leaders learn about 
co-ops, agriculture at conference

Project CHILD FIND Through their Project Child Find efforts,
local school systems work to provide
services for children and young adults
ages 3 to 21 years who have special

needs and reside in the systems’ districts. If you
have or know children who are currently not being
served, please contact:

Rogersville City School

Sherri Asaro, 423-272-7651

Hamblen County Schools

Leann Mills, 423-586-7700

Hawkins County Schools

Tammy Gibson, 423-272-7629, ext. 2400

Derrick and Jordan Siclari were sponsored by
Holston Electric Cooperative to join more than
300 young people from across the state at the
2016 Young Leaders Conference held Feb. 26

and 27 at the Drury Plaza Hotel in Franklin. The annual
conference brings couples and individuals together from
rural communities to learn about cooperatives, share their
views about agriculture and discuss current issues facing
rural Americans.

The Tennessee Council of Cooperatives (TCC) co-
sponsors the annual conference with Tennessee Farm
Bureau Federation’s Young Farmers and Ranchers
organization.

This year’s event covered a variety of subjects aimed at
educating leaders about cooperatives and agricultural issues
and strengthening their leadership skills. Attendees
discussed issues facing rural Tennessee and were given an
overview of Farm Bureau’s Ag-in-the-Classroom program.
Tennessee State University’s Dr. John Hall led a breakout
session on “Core Values,” and the University of Tennessee
Institute of Agriculture’s Lisa Stearns discussed “Raising
the Profile of Tennessee Agriculture.” Amy Gallimore,
chief executive officer of Four16 Training Solutions, taught
valuable lessons in perseverance and attitude, and David
Turner entertained attendees.

Joe Jackson, retired Tennessee Electric Cooperative
Association director of member services and a pivotal

leader in establishing the Young Leaders Conference, was
presented an annual award given by TCC to an individual
who has shown dedication to the cooperative cause in
Tennessee. TCC made a $1,000 contribution in Jackson’s
honor to the John Willis Memorial Scholarship fund, which
provides financial aid to deserving college agriculture
students in the state.

Holston Electric Cooperative sponsored Derrick Siclari
and wife Jordan to join more than 300 young people at
the 2016 Young Leaders Conference.
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Directors and staff from Holston
Electric Cooperative were among
more than 200 electric co-op
leaders in Nashville on Monday

and Tuesday, March 7 and 8, for the 2016
Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association’s
Legislative Conference. Holston directors
Phil Barrett, Gordell Ely, Melvin Greene and
Lynn Parker joined HEC General Manager
Jimmy Sandlin in meetings with legislators
on Capitol Hill to help them better understand
electric cooperatives and the issues that im-
pact rural and suburban Tennessee. 

House Speaker Beth Harwell welcomed
the group to Nashville. “You serve 71 percent
of our state and 2.5 million Tennesseans,” she
said. “We recognize the impact you have on
our state.”

Tennessee’s electric cooperatives maintain a visible
presence in Nashville and Washington, D.C., to protect
the interests of co-op members. “We are here to give a
voice to rural Tennesseans,” said David Callis, CEO of
the Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association (TECA).
“We must tell the electric cooperative story and educate
lawmakers about the impact of proposed legislation.”

“Decisions made in Nashville can have serious
consequences for our co-op, our members and the
communities we serve,” said Sandlin. “We have a

responsibility to our members to see that their voice is
heard.”

Attendees reminded legislators that co-ops are not-
for-profit, member-owned and regulated private
businesses that impact rural and suburban Tennessee in
many ways. Visits focused on specific legislation that
impacts co-ops and the communities they serve. Co-op
leaders expressed support for a bill that allows electric
cooperatives to provide broadband Internet service.

“We serve the areas with the greatest need for
broadband,” said Mike Knotts, TECA vice president of
government affairs. “We have a role to play in bringing
high-speed connectivity to rural Tennessee.”

Co-ops also voiced their support of legislation that
modernizes the tax code for co-ops and discussed the
impact of the recent Supreme Court decision to halt
implementation of the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Clean Power Plan.

“Educated and informed legislators are necessary for
us to provide low-cost, reliable power, and our members
make a powerful impression when they come to
Nashville,” said Knotts. More than 100 legislative visits
were made during the conference, and dozens of
legislators from across the state attended a reception
honoring members of the Tennessee General Assembly.

Members take co-op message 
to legislators

Avoid placing lamps
or TV sets near your
room air-condition-
ing thermostat. The
thermostat senses
heat from these 
appliances, which can
cause the air condi-
tioner to run longer
than necessary.
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From left, HEC directors Lynn Parker and Phil Barrett meet State Rep.
Gary Hicks during the 2016 Legislative Conference.
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Volunteer High School student Samantha
Bennett and Cherokee High School stu-
dent Grayson Cowan were in Nashville
March 21-23 for the Tennessee Electric

Cooperative Associa-
tion’s annual Youth
Leadership Summit.
These students were
chosen and sponsored
by Holston Electric Co-
operative.

Beth Harwell
welcomed attendees to
Nashville on Tuesday
morning, March 22, in
the House Chamber of
the Tennessee State
Capitol and spent time
explaining her role as
speaker of the House
and the process that is
required to pass
legislation.

Rep. Kevin Dunlap
also addressed the
group and encouraged
students to stay active
and involved. “You are
already leaders, or you
would not be here
today,” he said. He also
helped students
understand the role
electric cooperatives
play in rural Tennessee. “The electric co-ops were
created because there was a problem: Rural Tennessee
did not have the privilege of electricity,” said Dunlap.
“Our leaders and citizens worked together to form the
electric cooperatives and solve the problem.”

Sens. Mike Bell, Richard Briggs and Ferrell Haile
and Reps. Kent Calfee, Dan Howell, Jay Reedy and

David Shepard joined Harwell and Dunlap for a town
hall meeting with students in the House Chamber.

The theme of this year’s summit was “Small Towns,
Big Ideas,” and attendees were encouraged to use their

talents to improve rural
Tennessee. “Local electric
co-ops, school officials
and guidance counselors
chose these deserving
students to attend the
summit based on their
interests in government
and strong leadership
abilities,” said Todd
Blocker, vice president of
member relations for the
Tennessee Electric
Cooperative Association.
“During this year’s Youth
Leadership Summit, we
taught these exceptional
students that advances in
technology have created
unique career opportunities
in their hometowns. They
will be the next generation
of leaders in rural
Tennessee, and we want to
prepare them for the
challenges and
opportunities they will
face.”

“These students will
soon be our community

leaders — and electric cooperative member-owners,”
said Michelle Simpson, HEC director of member
services. “We want them to share our passion for rural
Hawkins County, so it is an honor for Holston Electric
Cooperative to help prepare them for the opportunities
that are ahead. We need their talents and leadership
more than ever.”

Students attend Youth Leadership Summit

State Rep. Gary Lawson, center, visits with Samantha
Bennett of Volunteer High School and Grayson Cowan of
Cherokee High School during their recent visit to Nashville
as part of the Youth Leadership Summit hosted by Holston
Electric Cooperative and the Tennessee Electric Cooperative
Association.
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There is a children’s book ti-
tled “Safety 1st, Safety Al-
ways.” As you can imagine,
it encompasses many of the

traditional safety lessons parents should
teach their children.

We drill youngsters about
safety from an early age be-
cause we know how impor-
tant it is to protect ourselves
and those we care about. In
the spirit of May being Na-
tional Electrical Safety
Month, let’s take a look at
how electric cooperatives
have been stepping up to the
plate when it comes to
safety.

Up until 2007, there was
an alarming national trend among elec-
tric co-ops that the number of “lost-
time” accidents was increasing. Lost
time is defined as anything resulting in
an employee missing time at work; these
accidents can range from a sprained
ankle to the ultimate tragedy of a fatality.

This is why Federated Rural Electric
Insurance Exchange, which insures the
vast majority of electric co-ops nation-
wide, initiated a campaign called Cul-
ture of Safety to create a much greater
awareness about safety issues among all
electric co-ops. 

Through the use of strategy labs
across the country, Federated brought to-
gether co-op general managers, opera-
tions supervisors, safety directors and
linemen to better understand how each
group viewed safety. In doing so, differ-

ences in perceptions regarding safety
within cooperatives were identified, al-
lowing for much-needed conversations
and evaluations of how to raise aware-
ness and improve local safety cultures.

The Speak Up, Listen Up
program is designed to em-
power anyone who sees a po-
tentially unsafe situation to
“speak up” and encourages
everyone to “listen up” to
these concerns. Results have
been dramatic, with a more
than 30-percent decline in the
number of accidents over the
past nine years. 

As an electric co-op
member, you, too, have a
role. If you see any potential

dangerous situations or practices, you
should report them as soon as possible
to Mountain Electric Cooperative.

Implementation and success of the
Culture of Safety program demonstrate
a very important point: If we are inten-
tional about our actions, we can, indeed,
change the culture in our organizations.
The same is true for our families, our
teams and any groups to which we may
belong.

We also know that living our cooper-
ative principles and values is equally
important. We have the best business
model because it puts you, the member-
owner, at the center of our efforts.

We look forward to being your safe
electricity provider and energy adviser
long into the future. Visit mountainelec-
tric.com for energy and safety education.
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Electric co-ops
and a ‘Culture of Safety’
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Longtime cooperative employee Mike Birchfield retires

Mike Birchfield recently retired from Moun-
tain Electric Cooperative after 30 years of
service. During his tenure at the co-op,
Birchfield held various jobs, including line

clearance crew member, meter reader, line-truck operator
and line clearance foreman. MEC celebrated Birchfield’s
career at the co-op with cake and ice cream as well as re-
flections by former and current employees.

Birchfield, along with wife Kim and family, stand in front
of his cake at his retirement party.

Birchfield mans controls on the line truck he operated for
many years.

In last month’s issue, MEC incorrectly

spelled two of the former employees’

names in the picture at left.

Posing at the 1950 annual meeting

are some of the original employees

when Mountain Electric was estab-

lished. From left are Fred Smith, Ken-

neth Arnold, Raymond Turbyfill,

Herman Adams, George Stout, Elbert

McCoury, John Hayes, Bill Canter and

Leason Gregg.

Banner Elk, North Carolina
Now-October • Avery County Farmers Market at the Old Ban-

ner Elk School. Open each Thursday from 4 to 7 p.m.

Mountain City, Tennessee
May 6-7 • Family Fun Weekend by the Johnson County

Knights at Chamber Park on Highway 67W. For more in-
formation, call 423-291-1082.

May 7 • Johnson County Farmers Market opens for 2016
season.

May 14 • Kody Norris and the Watauga Mountain Boys at Her-
itage Hall Theatre at 7 p.m. For tickets or more informa-
tion, call 423-727-7444.

May 30 • Remembering and Honoring our National Heroes
Memorial Day Event at 11 a.m. at Ralph Stout Park. For
more information, call 423-727-8005.

Roan Mountain, Tennessee
May 7 • Junior Trout Tournament at Roan Mountain State Park

beginning at 8 a.m. For more information, call                   
423-543-1360.

May 21 • Roan Mountain Farmers Market opens for 2016 season.

Grandfather Mountain, North Carolina
May 13 • Naturalist Weekend. For more information, call          

828-733-4326.
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2016 Washington Youth Tour Winners

Mountain Electric Cooperative
is excited to announce this
year’s winners of the Wash-
ington Youth Tour Short

Story Contest. High school juniors in the
service area were asked to write short stories
about electric cooperatives and their power-
ing potential. Winners will be awarded spots
on the Washington Youth Tour to our nation’s
capital in June.

This year’s winners are Malkam Davis
from Cloudland High School, Montana
Woodard from Johnson County High School
and Alexis Hayes from Avery County High
School. Montana’s story is the overall winner
and has been forwarded to Nashville to com-
pete for scholarship money against winning
entries from other cooperatives. 

Success of the Youth Tour program is due
to the support and hard work of several area
teachers. English teachers Missy Lyons and
Penny Ward at Avery High, Danny Blevins at
Cloudland High and Anna Thomas at John-
son High have been instrumental in helping
with the program. Mountain Electric would
like to thank the principals and secretaries for
their help as well. A special thank you also
goes to Mrs. Wanda Payne for judging this
year’s short stories. 

The Electric Cooperative Youth Tour has
sant high school students to Washington,
D.C., every June since the late 1950s. Elec-
tric cooperatives pick up the dime to send the
talented students to Washington because it’s
important to the long-term prosperity of their
communities for their leaders of tomorrow to
learn about the political process. Youth Tour
participants return to their hometowns
stronger leaders with confidence that they can
make a difference.

Cloudland High School From left are Timothy Guinn, third-place
winner; Chloe Van Dyke and Lora Cardwell, finalists; Malkam Davis,
first place; and teacher Danny Blevins. Second-place winner Victoria
Perkins is not pictured.

Johnson County High School From left are MEC’s overall win-
ner Montana Woodard, second-place winner Madalyn Johnson,
third-place winner Tyler Berry and teacher Anna Thomas.

Avery High School From left are teacher Missy Lyons; Alexis
Hayes, first place; Alexis Forbes, third; Haley Carroll, second; and
teacher Penny Ward. 
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Members take co-op message to legislators

Directors and staff from Mountain Electric
Cooperative were among more than 200
electric co-op leaders in Nashville on
Monday and Tuesday, March 7 and 8, for

the 2016 Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association’s
Legislative Conference. Mountain Electric Coopera-
tive directors Joe Atwood, W.O. Hampton and Ronnie
Townson joined MEC General Manager Joe Thacker
in meetings with legislators on Capitol Hill to help
them better understand electric cooperatives and the is-
sues that impact rural and suburban Tennessee. 

House Speaker Beth Harwell welcomed the group
to Nashville. “You serve 71 percent of our state and
2.5 million Tennesseans,” she said. “We recognize
the impact you have on our state.”

Tennessee’s electric cooperatives maintain a visi-
ble presence in Nashville and Washington, D.C., to
protect the interests of co-op members. “We are here
to give a voice to rural Tennesseans,” said David Cal-
lis, CEO of the Tennessee Electric Cooperative Asso-
ciation (TECA). “We must tell the electric
cooperative story and educate lawmakers about the
impact of proposed legislation.”

“Decisions made in Nashville can have serious
consequences for our co-op, our members and the
communities we serve,” said Thacker. “We have a re-

sponsibility to our members to see that their voice is
heard.”

Attendees reminded legislators that co-ops are not-
for-profit, member-owned and -regulated private
businesses that impact rural and suburban Tennessee
in many ways. Visits focused on specific legislation
that impacts co-ops and the communities they serve.
Co-op leaders expressed support for a bill that allows
electric co-ops to provide broadband Internet service. 

“We serve the areas with the greatest need for
broadband,” said Mike Knotts, TECA vice president of
government affairs. “We have a role to play in bring-
ing high-speed connectivity to rural Tennessee.”

Co-ops also voiced their support of legislation that
modernizes the tax code for co-ops and discussed the
impact of the recent Supreme Court decision to halt
implementation of the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Clean Power Plan.

“Educated and informed legislators are necessary
for us to provide low-cost, reliable power, and our
members make a powerful impression when they
come to Nashville,” said Knotts. More than 100 leg-
islative visits were made during the conference, and
dozens of legislators from across the state attended a
reception honoring members of the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly. 

From left, MEC board members W.O. Hampton and Ron-
nie Townson and General Manager Joe Thacker meet
with Lt. Gov. Ron Ramsey in his Nashville office during
the 2016 Legislative Conference.

Representative Timothy Hill, right, discusses legislation
affecting electric cooperatives with, from left, MEC board
members Ronnie townson and W.O. Hampton and Gen-
eral Manager Joe Thacker.
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Above left, Megan Clark and James Eury sit in the House
Chambers following a town hall-style meeting with
state legislators during the Youth Leadership Summit in
Nashville. Above right, Eury poses with Miss Tennessee
Hannah Robison, who gave an inspiring presentation
urging the students to leave their comfort zones and be
open to new experiences. At right, MEC’s students and
Director of Member Services Sally Snyder meet Rep. Tim-
othy Hill in his office.

Eury, Clark attend Youth Leadership Summit

Avery County High School students James
Eury and Megan Clark were in Nashville
March 21-23 for the Tennessee Electric Co-
operative Association’s annual Youth Lead-

ership Summit. These students were chosen by their
guidance counselor and sponsored by Mountain Electric
Cooperative. 

Beth Harwell welcomed attendees to Nashville on
Tuesday morning, March 22, in the House Chamber of
the Tennessee State Capitol and spent time explaining her
role as speaker of the House and the process that is re-
quired to pass legislation.

Rep. Kevin Dunlap also addressed the group and en-
couraged students to stay active and involved. “You are
already leaders, or you would not be here today,” he said.
He also helped students understand the role electric coop-
eratives play in rural Tennessee. “The electric co-ops were
created because there was a problem: Rural Tennessee did
not have the privilege of electricity,” said Dunlap. “Our
leaders and citizens worked together to form the electric
cooperatives and solve the problem.”

Sens. Mike Bell, Richard Briggs and Ferrell Haile and
Reps. Kent Calfee, Dan Howell, Jay Reedy and David
Shepard joined Harwell and Dunlap for a town hall meet-
ing with students in the House Chamber.

Students received a behind-the-scenes tour of the
Capitol building and also had the opportunity to meet
with Rep. Timothy Hill in his office.

The theme of this year’s summit was “Small
Towns, Big Ideas,” and attendees were encouraged to
use their talents to improve rural Tennessee. “Local
electric co-ops, school officials and guidance coun-
selors chose these deserving students to attend the
summit based on their interests in government and
strong leadership abilities,” said Todd Blocker, vice
president of member relations for the Tennessee Elec-
tric Cooperative Association. “During this year’s
Youth Leadership Summit, we taught these excep-
tional students that advances in technology have cre-
ated unique career opportunities in their hometowns.
They will be the next generation of leaders in rural
Tennessee, and we want to prepare them for the chal-
lenges and opportunities they will face.”

“These students will soon be our community leaders
— and electric cooperative member-owners,” said Sally
Snyder, MEC director of member services. “We want
them to share our passion for Mountain Electric’s rural
service area, so it is an honor for us to help prepare
them for the opportunities that are ahead. We need their
talents and leadership more than ever.”
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It’s time to Celebrate! 
In honor of Mountain Electric’s 

75th birthday, we will be having a
Birthday Party/Member Appreciation Day 

at each of our office locations. 
We appreciate you as members and 

want to show you how much we care. 
Come enjoy hot dogs, door prizes
and a safety demonstration trailer!

If you have questions, 
please call 423-727-1811.

Locations and times:

Newland office: Tuesday, May 24, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Roan Mountain office: Wednesday, May 25, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Mountain City office: Thursday, May 26, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Avoid placing lamps
or TV sets near your
room air-condition-
ing thermostat. The
thermostat senses
heat from these appli-
ances, which can
cause the air condi-
tioner to run longer
than necessary.
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Mountain Electric 
offices will be closed 

Monday, May 30,
in observance of 

Memorial Day.
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Meriwether Lewis Electric Cooperative — Your Touchstone Energy Cooperative
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Meriwether Lewis 
Electric Cooperative
Keith Carnahan, President and CEO
MLEC Offi ce Hours —
Monday through Friday, 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Hickman O�  ce
Dwight Bates, District Manager 
Phone: 931-729-3558

Houston O�  ce
Je�  Rye, District Manager 
Phone: 931-289-3311

Humphreys O�  ce
Carl Brazzle, District Manager 
Phone: 931-296-2581 

Lewis O�  ce
Jason Graves, District Manager 
Phone: 931-796-3116

Perry O�  ce
Derle Hill, District Manager 
Phone: 931-589-2151

AS I SEE IT Manager’s Viewpoint

You have a voice and a vote
When you receive power from 

an electric cooperative, you 
are more than just someone who uses 
power and pays the bill. You are an 
owner. As such, you have a voice and a 
vote in how the cooperative operates.

This is not something to be taken 
for granted. Just a few 
generations ago, friends 
and neighbors from 
miles around gathered to 
create Meriwether Lewis 
Electric Cooperative. 
They knew they could 
make a difference by 
joining together. 

It was their voices 
via the vote that elected 
the fi rst MLEC board of 
directors and, in turn, 
brought electricity as 
well as programs and 
services that would result 
in economic growth 
for our communities. It 
worked in 1939, and it works in 2016.

As a member-owner of an electric 
cooperative, voting is in your DNA. 
Federal, state and local elections offer 
other opportunities to exercise a civic 
responsibility — to select the best 
leaders for our communities.

Yet in places all over America, even 
those served by electric cooperatives, 
citizens are not exercising that right. 

In the 2012 national elections, 
voter turnout dropped overall, but 
the decline in rural counties was 18 
percent — twice that of the nation as 
a whole.

And when voters fail to vote, 
they also lose the opportunity to 
communicate their concern to our 
leaders about the issues that matter to 
us where we work, live and raise our 
families.

Reliable electricity, access to rural 
broadband and the quality 
of our healthcare system 
are just a few of the 
issues we all care about. 
Still, they only become 
priorities if enough people 
show elected offi cials that 
they are paying attention. 
Voting is the most effective 
way to send this message.

When we go to the 
polls with the cooperative 
principle of “Concern for 
Community” in mind, 
we instantly improve 
our political system. It’s 
a system designed to 
produce a government 

“of the people, by the people, for the 
people.” People like you and me.

MLEC has joined America’s electric 
cooperatives in launching a campaign 
called Co-ops Vote. This effort helps 
share information on issues important 
to co-ops and their members and helps 
boost voter turnout in areas served by 
cooperatives across the county. 

Our support of Co-ops Vote is 
one way MLEC encourages member 
interaction and participation and 
shows the strength of the co-op family. 
Partnering with other cooperatives and 
our leadership at the Tennessee Electric 

Keith Carnahan
President and CEO,

Meriwether Lewis Electric
Cooperative
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Featured this month 
in Watt’s Up on 

mlec.com

• Save: Energy and Dollars

• Cut Water Use

• Electrical Safety Quiz

MLEC will be closed 
Monday, May 30,

in honor of
Memorial Day.

Like Followor

Visit the Co-ops Vote website, www.vote.coop, and take 
the pledge to support your community and your co-op. 
The website gives details on your elected offi  cials and 
candidates, voter registration process, election dates and 
locales and background on the eight key co-op issues we 
want our elected leaders to understand.
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From left are MLEC Board Members Dr. Zack Hutchens, Johnnie Ruth Elrod and Dr. Jeff  Peery; MLEC President and CEO Keith 
Carnahan; MLEC Board Member Sam Fussell; Sen. and Mrs. Kerry Roberts; and MLEC Board Members Ronny Averett, Larry 
Mayberry, Bill Webb, Reed Dreaden, Jessie Wallace and Wayne Qualls. Not pictured: MLEC Board Member Andy Porch.

Cooperative Association (TECA) is another. Together, we 
build solid relationships with legislators so that our voices 
are heard loud and clear. 

One example is the annual TECA Legislative 
Conference. This year’s conference was held in March and 
gave us a chance to meet with legislators on Capitol Hill. 

Decisions made in Nashville can have serious 
consequences for our co-op, our members and the 
communities we serve. We step forward fi rmly in 
the belief that legislators need to understand electric 
cooperatives and the issues that affect rural and suburban 
Tennessee. 

During this year’s conference, House Speaker Beth 
Harwell shared that electric cooperatives serve 71 percent 
of Tennessee and recognized the impact we have on the 
state.

As MLEC and other TECA systems visited with 
legislators, we reminded them about the electric co-op 
story. We also focused on specifi c legislation related to our 
desire to help bring broadband to the area, tax codes and 
the recent Supreme Court decision to halt implementation 
of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Power 
plan.

MLEC is grateful for our state legislators’ willingness to 
listen to what we have to say. Together, we are working for 
stronger communities and safe, low-cost, reliable power.

The co-op family is strong, and it is about more than 
just providing energy to those we serve. We are committed 
to improving the quality of life in our communities. Local 
voices, local needs. United voices, united strength. You’re 
a member, and it is an honor to serve with you and for 
you. Co-ops vote!

 Upper right, left: Houston County Board Member Sam Fussell, left, meets with Rep. Jay Reedy. Upper right, right: MLEC Board Member 
Jessie Wallace addresses Speaker of the House Beth Harwell. Upper right, bottom: From left, MLEC Board Members Sam Fussell and 
Bill Webb, Rep. David Byrd, MLEC Board Members Ronny Averett and Dr. Jeff  Peery and MLEC President and CEO Keith Carnahan meet 
during the 2016 Legislative Conference in Nashville.

From left are MLEC Board Members Jessie Wallace and Bill Webb, Rep. Stephen 
McDaniel, MLEC Board Member Sam Fussell, MLEC President and CEO Keith 
Carnahan, MLEC Board Members Ronny Averett and Dr. Jeff  Peery.
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Funds for Fun Education
New technology means new ways of learning

Education is one of the seven 
cooperative principles. 

Sometimes, it comes in the form 
of Meriwether Lewis Electric 
Cooperative training employees to 
work safely, utilize new technology 
or step forward with innovative new 
processes. 

Then, there are times when MLEC 
has the opportunity to make an 
impact with the education of local 
students through programs like our 
Adopt-A-School Grant. This year’s 
grant-winning teachers are partnering 
with MLEC to make a difference in 
their classrooms.

Linden Elementary School teacher 
Barbara Fulton is the recipient of a 
$1,000 grant in Perry County. Her 
winning project benefi ts fi rst- through 
fourth-grade students and focuses on 
creating a love of reading. 

“MLEC’s grant enabled me to 
purchase headphones, CDs and 
materials specifi cally aimed at helping 
students who need extra attention with 
reading,” says Fulton. “Students are 
able to hear, see and read the story at 
different stations, then use materials 
to put it all together. It is making a big 
difference for them in growing their 
reading and comprehension skills.”

“When they were reading with 
Mrs. Fulton and conquered a new 
word or answered a question, 
their faces just lit up,” says MLEC 
Manager of Member Services 
Vanessa Clayborn. “You can tell they 
love to learn.”

Students in Rebecca Cochran’s 
computer applications, business 
economics class at Humphreys 
County CTE are also reaping the 
benefi ts of a $1,000 MLEC grant. 

“Technology needs change so fast 
that you can get behind in a hurry if 
you don’t have adequate supplies,” 
says Cochran. “We used our MLEC 

grant to purchase 26 headsets and 100 
fl ash drives that students can use in 
the classroom.”

Cochran explained that older fl ash 
drives available in the classroom had 
less room for data storage and would 
often not work. Students are able to 
use the MLEC-purchased drives so 
they don’t have to buy them on their 
own. They’ll return the drives when 
class is over so they can be used 
again.

One of the Houston County grant 
recipients is Andrea Martin, who 
teaches third-grade math at Erin 
Elementary. Her grant was used to 
purchase puzzles, dominoes, fraction 
materials, weights, blocks and other 
items to increase student engagement 
in learning math.

“If you can put something bright, 
colorful and fun in students’ hands 
and give them the challenge of 
solving a question, you make math 
fun and bring it to life for them,” 
says Martin. “They just think they’re 
having fun and don’t realize how 
much they are learning.

“I’m in my second year of teaching 
here and am grateful there are 
businesses like MLEC in our small 
towns that are willing to help teachers 
and students.”

A total of $10,000 in grants was 
given to MLEC area schools this 
year. Other $1,000 grant winners 
include Vickie Chessor and Stacia 
Anglin in Hickman County, Jessica 
McCole and the third-grade math and 
science teachers in Lewis County, 
Janeene Westbrook in Perry County, 
Alan Jones in Humphreys County 
and Mary Rinehart in Houston 
County. Funds were used to help 
youth education in reading, career 
development, science and music and 
to purchase computer applications 
and classroom equipment.
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1.  Linden Elementary teacher Barbara 
Fulton, seated left, MLEC Customer 
Service Representative Vicky Morris, 
seated right, and students give new 
reading materials “thumbs-up” for fun 
and learning.

2.  MLEC Customer Service Representative 
Gina Bush, standing, watches as Erin 
Elementary School students learn how 
to do fractions with new interactive 
materials.

3.  MLEC’s Morris, center, looks on as 
teacher Fulton works with a student on 
sentence structure and reading skills 
using supplies purchased with an MLEC 
grant.

4.  From left are Rebecca Cochran; 
students Zack Cornejo, Kayla Simons 
and Kayln Grice; and MLEC District 
Manager Carl Brazzle. Cochran, who 
teaches computer applications and 
business economics at the Humphreys 
County CTE, used an MLEC grant to 
purchase headphones and fl ash drives 
for her class.

5.  Erin Elementary’s Andrea Martin, 
standing left, and Bush enjoy watching 
students use colorful scales to solve 
math problems.

5
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CELEBRATING ELECTRICAL 

May is National Electrical Safety Month, and 
Meriwether Lewis Electric Cooperative, your 

trusted source for information, has some important tips 
to pass along to its member-owners of all ages. As your 
local electric co-op, we take our commitment to your 
safety and service reliability to heart by offering tips on 
electrical safety in a variety of ways:

• Each MLEC offi ce has an information center 
full of brochures covering a variety of topics — 
everything from storm safety to tips for seniors.

• Our website, mlec.com, arms members with safety 
tips at your fi ngertips on many subjects, including 
what to do if you are ever in an auto accident 
involving a power line.

• MLEC always welcomes the opportunity to speak 
with students and organizations about staying safe 
around electricity.

• Our Facebook and Twitter feeds are often used to 
share power restoration updates and safety tips.

Because education and training are so important 
to MLEC, Safety Coordinator Gene Hale works with 
employees to make sure jobs are performed safely and 
effi ciently. He also has timely tips for our members.

You’re never too young to learn electrical safety and 
share it with friends and family. These young MLEC 
members have some words of wisdom just for you:

Our website, mlec.com, arms members with safety 
tips at your fi ngertips on many subjects, including 

MLEC always welcomes the opportunity to speak 
with students and organizations about staying safe 
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— Teegan, Age 4 — Emma, Age 4 

Don’t 
put water 

in electricity; 
it will shock 

you! 

Never 
stick your 

fi ngers into 
plug-ins!

— Gene Hale, 
Safety Coordinator

Gene’s Top Five Safety Tips: 

Look for incoming power lines when 
working on or around the 

home. (Ex: Cleaning the 
gutters or putting up an 

antenna). Working on the 
roof would also apply. 

Call before digging. 

Don't overload power outlets. 

Unplug an appliance 
before working on it or 
cleaning it. 

Never approach 
a downed 

power line. 

SAFETY M   NTHSAFETY M   NTH
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Leading 
the way to a 
bright future

Hickman County High School student Taryn 
McCaleb and Waverly Central High School 

student Trevor Robinson were in Nashville March 21-23 
for the Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association’s 
annual Youth Leadership Summit. These students were 
sponsored by Meriwether Lewis Electric Cooperative. 
MLEC’s Dawn Orton and Vanessa Clayborn served as 
chaperones.

Beth Harwell welcomed attendees to Nashville in 
the House Chamber of the Tennessee State Capitol and 
spent time explaining her role as speaker of the House 
and the process that is required to pass legislation. 
Reps. David Byrd, Jay Reedy and David Shepard and 
others joined Harwell for a town hall meeting with 
students.

Other summit activities included a tour of the 
Capitol, a Nashville Predators hockey game and team-
building and leadership activities at an area YMCA 
camp. They also participated in programs that helped 
them learn more about electric cooperatives and their 
impact on communities. The theme of this year’s 
summit was “Small Towns, Big Ideas,” and attendees 
were encouraged to use their talents to improve rural 
Tennessee.

“During this year’s Youth Leadership Summit, 
these exceptional students were taught that advances 
in technology have created unique career opportunities 
in their hometowns,” said Todd Blocker, vice president 
of member relations for the Tennessee Electric 
Cooperative Association. “They will be the next 
generation of leaders in rural Tennessee, and we want 
to prepare them for the challenges and opportunities 
they will face.”

“Taryn and Trevor will soon be our community 
leaders — and electric cooperative member-owners 
— so we want them to share our passion for the 
communities we serve,” said Clayborn, MLEC manager 
of member services. “It is an honor for MLEC to help 
prepare them for the opportunities that are ahead. We 
need their talents and leadership more than ever.”

Top: From left, Sen. Kerry Roberts, student Taryn McCaleb, 
Rep. Jay Reedy, student Trevor Robinson and Rep. David 
Shepard met in front of the Capitol during the summit. 
Other activities included teamwork exercises to build 
leadership skills, a tour of the Capitol and more.
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Ways to save with Wagner
Heat pumps with eScore™

Spring is here with summer on the way. Is your heat pump ready? If not, it may 
be time to replace your heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning (HVAC) 

equipment if it’s more than 10 years old, not keeping your home comfortable or 
needs frequent repairs. Replacing existing equipment with a high-effi ciency heat 
pump can save up to 20 percent on your heating and cooling costs. In addition, 
properly sizing new equipment may allow your home to use a smaller unit, 

which will save money on the cost of the unit and energy bills for years to come. 
A professional Quality Contractor Network (QCN) member can evaluate your 

equipment and offer solutions for your home.

In the market for a new heat pump? What you need to know ...

• What size HVAC system do I need? When replacing heating and cooling equipment, a trained 
QCN member will need to calculate your home’s heating and cooling needs to determine the proper 
equipment size.

• How is the energy effi  ciency of a heat pump rated? Heat pumps have two efficiency ratings: 
Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER) for the cooling mode and Heating Seasonal Performance 
Factor (HSPF) for the heating mode. Higher SEER and HSPF numbers equate to higher levels of energy 
efficiency and money saved on operating costs. 

• How is the energy effi  ciency of an air conditioner rated? Air-conditioner effi ciency is rated by 
SEER. Typical air conditioners manufactured have a SEER rating from 13 to 18, while a 12-year-old 
air conditioner might have a SEER of 10. A SEER 16 air conditioner will use 33 percent less energy 
compared to an air conditioner rated SEER 12.

• What factors aff ect the performance of my new HVAC system? Heating and cooling account for 
approximately 45 percent of the energy used in a typical home. In order to optimize the performance of 
a new heat pump or air conditioner, it’s vital to first improve the overall energy efficiency of your home. 
An improper installation can reduce system efficiency by up to 30 percent, so it’s important to ensure 
that new equipment is properly installed by a QCN member.

Already own a heat pump? Some tips to save you energy ...

Call your local MLEC offi ce and ask about our Heat Pump 
Program with fi nancing as low as 6 percent for up to 10 years, no 

money down! —Nathan Wagner, MLEC Energy Specialist

• Keep the outdoor unit free of obstructions.

• Keep fan in “auto” position on thermostat.

• Tune up your HVAC equipment every year.

• Change your air fi lter every month.

• Air-seal the home, including attic openings, 
recessed lights and holes in the ceiling, 
basement and crawlspace.

• Insulate attic opening to a minimum R-10.

• Seal ducts in unconditioned or semiconditioned 
space with mastic and insulate to R-8.

Keep in mind that rebates 
are available for Heat 
Pumps that qualify 
for eScore. For 
complete details, 
contact Nathan Wagner 
at 931-729-7257 or email 
nathan.wagner@mlec.

eScore™
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Meriwether Lewis Electric Cooperative

MLEC is member-owned and prides itself on pro-
viding safe, low-cost, reliable electricity. We are

also committed to improving the
quality of life in the communities we
serve and pairing innovation and
technology to meet the evolving
needs of our members.
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During its March meeting, your
board of directors did some-

thing very special to rec-
ognize one of its own,
conferring upon board
member Dan Smith of
Wilson County the honor
and designation of direc-
tor emeritus. This means
Mr. Smith (who at age
85 is completing his 45th
year of board service)
will continue to serve
three more years al-
though he will not run
again in a board election. 

While the title of di-
rector emeritus may
have various connota-
tions depending on the
organization, Middle Tennessee
EMC’s first and foremost intention
in designating Mr. Smith as such is
to bring him honor and recognition.
He has faithfully and diligently
served the cooperative’s member-
ship for four and a half decades! On
a very local, Wilson County level,
he has spoken to hundreds of indi-
vidual MTEMC members over
those years to hear their concerns
and answer their questions. At a
board level, he has served on multi-
ple committees and as a board offi-
cer. On many occasions, he
represented MTEMC member inter-
ests by serving as voting delegate at
state, regional and national electric

cooperative meetings. In particular,
he served for more than 25 years as

sergeant-at-arms (and for
many years as chief ser-
geant) of the National
Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association’s annual
meeting.

Mr. Smith loves the
cooperative way. In fact,
I will sincerely say I’ve
never met anyone who
loves it more ... and that
goes beyond our electric
cooperative. Mr. Smith
was a charter member of
Wilson Farmers Cooper-
ative, where he served on
the board for 42 years.
He was a founding mem-

ber and director of the Wilson
County Farm Bureau (another co-
operative), where he has served as
president for 17 years and has been
a member of the board since 1956. 

Of course, those who know Mr.
Smith know he is a farmer. He has
farmed 360 acres in Wilson County,
raising beef cattle and, at one time
burley tobacco. He has often talked
about how hard farm work can be
but also how much he has loved it
— and, at 85, how much he contin-
ues to love it.

He is fiercely committed to the
farm, his wife, Vondie, and to Mid-
dle Tennessee Electric. He is still
typically the first to arrive on board

meeting day ... or to any meeting he
is supposed to attend. And he has
always had a special appreciation
for MTEMC’s employee team. 

For all of these reasons and many
others, MTEMC’s board and staff
are pleased to know they can bene-
fit from Mr. Smith’s knowledge, ex-
perience and commitment for the
next three years. 

Mr. Smith has certainly been a
help to me, and I appreciate him.
His stalwart loyalty to the coopera-
tive way has been an inspiration,
and his dedication to MTEMC has
deep roots. He still remembers
when Middle Tennessee Electric
Membership Corporation brought
life-changing electricity to Wilson
County. For him and his family,
electricity ushered in greater con-
venience and comfort for everyday
life. And,
thankfully, it
illuminated
his thinking
and apprecia-
tion of the
difference a
cooperative
could make
... and that’s
been a direct
benefit to the
members of
MTEMC for
more than
four decades.

Recognizing, honoring commitment

Chris Jones
President,

Middle Tennessee
Electric 

Membership 
Corporation

Dan Smith of Wilson
County was recently
honored with the di-
rector emeritus des-
ignation.

www.SharingChange.org

How are you helping your community?
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MTEMC visits legislators on the Hill
Middle Tennessee Electric

board and staff joined more
than 200 representatives from dif-
ferent cooperatives across the
state in Nashville for the Ten-
nessee Electric Cooperative Asso-
ciation Legislative Conference on
March 7 and 8.

The representatives from
MTEMC had the opportunity to
meet with state senators and repre-
sentatives from across the co-op’s
service territory.

“These visits are an important
part of what we do as coopera-
tives,” said MTEMC President
Chris Jones. “As a member-
owned, not-for-profit organiza-
tion, we want to make sure our
legislators know the voice of our
members.”

During their visits, co-op offi-
cials from across the state reiter-
ated to legislators the significant
economic impact cooperatives
have in their service territories.

House Speaker Beth Harwell
said state legislators understand
the affect electric cooperatives
have on the state.

“You serve 71 percent of our
state and 2.5 million Tennesseans,”
Harwell noted.

The largest electric cooperative
in the state, MTEMC serves
210,000 commercial, industrial
and residential members in four
counties.

“While we are a growing co-op,
our focus is on our membership
and providing the most affordable,
reliable and safe electricity through
member service,” said Jones. “Our
members have a voice in how we
operate; these visits allow us to let
our legislators hear that voice.”

From left, MTEMC Vice President of Communications and Member Services
Robert White meets with State Rep. Mark Pody along with MTEMC board
members Dan Smith and Tom Purkey during the 2016 Tennessee Electric Co-
operative Association Legislative Conference in Nashville.

MTEMC sponsors couple at Young Leaders Conference

Wilson County residents and
Middle Tennessee Electric

members John and Hannah Petty
were among more than 300 attendees
at the Young Leaders Conference in
February.

This year’s conference, held at the
Drury Plaza Hotel in Franklin, cov-
ered a variety of subjects aimed at
educating leaders about cooperatives,
agricultural issues and strengthening
their leadership skills. 

“One of the seven principles of a
cooperative is educating our mem-
bers,” said Chris Jones, MTEMC
president. “Sponsoring members to
attend this conference gives them the

tools to edu-
cate their peers
on the value of
a member-
owned, not-
for-profit
cooperative.” 

The Ten-
nessee Council
of Coopera-
tives (TCC) and
the Tennessee Farm Bureau Federa-
tion’s Young Farmers and Ranchers
sponsored the event that gave atten-
dees an overview of Farm Bureau’s
Ag-in-the-Classroom program,
among other breakout sessions.

MTEMC is a
member of TCC, an
organization com-
posed of coopera-
tives across the state
that include electric,
dairy, farm supply,
tobacco and farm
credit banks and the
Farm Bureau.

The Young Farmers
and Ranchers is an organization
within Farm Bureau for men and
women under 40 who have an inter-
est in agriculture and seek to create
new ideas and help keep up with the
changes in the industry.

“One of the seven
principles of a

cooperative is educating 
our members.”

– Chris Jones
MTEMC President
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Let’s take a closer look:

What’s on that pole?
Looking at the equipment that ensures reliability

Do you follow us on social media? If not, check us out!

facebook.com/MiddleTennesseeElectric @MidTnElectric

Last month, we
took a closer look
at Middle Ten-
nessee Electric

linemen and the typical
gear they use to stay safe
and provide them the abil-
ity to perform their day-to-
day tasks that ultimately
keep the power flowing to
your home or business.

As you drive along the
many roads in the MTEMC
service territory, you will
notice our linemen working
atop electrical poles —
changing transformers,
stringing line or any number
of duties.

Often, we are asked
about everything that is on
the pole and what linemen
work on when they’re up
there. It’s a great question,
especially considering we
have more than 10,000
miles of line weaving
through the communities
we serve. That’s the equiva-
lent of a trip from Nashville
to Anchorage, Alaska, and
back.

In this graphic, we take a
closer look at a typical pole
and the pieces that help
bring your affordable, reli-
able and safe electricity.
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Nominating Committee to meet June 7

Middle Tennessee Electric’s 2016     Nominating
Committee — the group that assembles
candidates for the board of directors elec-

tion — meets June 7.
At the meeting, the committee will formulate a list

of one or more candidates for each existing board va-
cancy. Vacancies this year exist for District 1C
(Williamson County), District 2A (Rutherford
County) and District 3    (Cannon County).

Members can also be added to the ballot through a
petition under the signature of 15 bona fide mem     bers
of the cooperative. Such nomination must be pro-
vided to MTEMC’s corporate office no fewer than 60
days prior to the Aug. 27 annual meeting. 

Members of this year’s nominating committee are:
District 1 — Juanita Patton, W.J. “Joey” Davis and
Donald L. Lampley; District 2 — Teb Batey, Robert
Mullins and Jamey Faulkner; District 3 — Jeanne
Melton; and District 4 — Ken Howell, Hilton A.
Mires, Quintin Smith and John Woodruff.

For the 2017 Nominating Committee race, inter-
ested parties must complete simple petition forms.
Petitions must be turned in to MTEMC’s corporate
office no later than 60 days before the Aug. 27 an-
nual meeting. The petition must be signed by at least
five MTEMC members.

Petition forms are available at the MTEMC corpo-
rate and district offices.

Board honors Smith’s 45 years of service
The Middle Tennessee Electric

board and senior leadership team
honored nearly a half-century of
service to the cooperative by one
of its board members.

Director Dan Smith of Wilson
County was recognized with a res-
olution and new designation dur-
ing the March board meeting.

“Mr. Smith has been a member
of the MTEMC board for the last
45 years, faithfully serving the co-
operative and its membership,”
said Mike Woods, MTEMC board
chair. “During the March board
meeting, we were honored to be-
stow upon him the honor of direc-
tor emeritus, a designation that

allows him to serve as a special
member of the board for the next
three years.”

In the resolution, the board rec-
ognized the dedication Mr. Smith
has shown to the community, the
cooperative and its members as
well as the many other instances
of service to his community.

The Middle Tennessee Electric board gathers to recognize Dan Smith, center, for his 45 years of dedicated
service to the cooperative and congratulate him on his designation of director emeritus.
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MTEMC MAY 2016.qxp_13_MTEMC_0516_  4/13/16  4:55 PM  Page 23



24       The Tennessee Magaz ine

The 2016 Annual Meeting Planning
Committee met at Middle Ten-

nessee EMC’s Corporate office in
March and set Saturday, Aug. 27, for
this year’s meeting of the membership. 

The committee, composed of mem-
bers from each of MTEMC’s service
counties, is appointed by the board of
directors. 

“The annual meeting is an integral
part of who we are as an electric coop-
erative,” said Chris Jones, MTEMC
president. “It gives our members a
chance to participate in their co-op by

voting for board members, voting on
changes to the bylaws and selecting
members to serve on the Nominating
Committee for next year’s board vacan-
cies.” 

One major change to the agenda this
year will be the absence of a beauty
pageant. This year, the meeting will
consist of the business meeting and
election of directors, a free health fair
and door prizes for those attending. The
committee also recommended the
meeting again be held at the Murfrees-
boro Embassy Suites. 

The Planning Committee members
for each district are District 1,
Williamson County — Linda Brown,
Glenda Palmer, Phyllis Streiff (commit-
tee chairman), Bill Giddens, Paul New-
man, Dana Katterjohn and Tom
Lawrence; District 2, Rutherford —
Cathy Lamb, Jean Wilson, Pat Bowen,
Ernestine Clark and Frances McDon-
ald; District 3, Cannon — Mitzi Bran-
don and Sue Alexander; and District 4,
Wilson — Lesia Key, Isabel Hall, Beth
Petty, Charlene Sawyer Reeves and
Doretha Wright.

Committee sets annual meeting date

District 1, Williamson County, Planning Committee members are, from
left, Linda Brown, Phyllis Streiff (committee chairman), Tom Lawrence,
Glenda Palmer and Dana Katterjohn. Not pictured: Bill Giddens and
Paul Newman.

Planning Committee members from District 2, Rutherford
County, are, from left, Cathy Lamb, Frances McDonald, Pat
Bowen and Jean Wilson. Not pictured: Ernestine Clark.

Mitzi Brandon is a Planning Committee mem-
ber for District 3, Cannon County. Not pic-
tured: Sue Alexander.

District 4, Wilson County, Planning Committee members
are Doretha Wright, left, and Charlene Sawyer Reeves.
Not pictured: Isabel Hall, Lesia Key, and Beth Petty.

Mark your
calendars

for the 2016
MTEMC 
Annual

Meeting:
Saturday,
Aug. 27 at

Embassy Suites
Murfreesboro

MTEMC MAY 2016.qxp_13_MTEMC_0516_  4/13/16  4:55 PM  Page 24



May 2016       25

Project Healing Fields

WILLIAMSON

$11,000
Beginning balance . . . . . . . $55,513.46
Incoming  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $28,224.12
Funds Available  . . . . . . . . . . $83,737.58
Ending balance*  . . . . . . . . . $72,737.58

WILSON

$2,500
Beginning balance  . . . . . $173,739.26
Incoming  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,603.32
Funds Available . . . . . . . . . $191,342.58
Ending balance*  . . . . . . . $188,842.58

RUTHERFORD

$14,500
Beginning balance . . . . . . . $73,240.80
Incoming  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $21,192.80
Funds Available  . . . . . . . . . . $94,433.60
Ending balance*  . . . . . . . . . $79,933.60

CANNON

$1,500
Beginning balance  . . . . . . . . $7,602.28
Incoming  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,504.54
Funds Available  . . . . . . . . . . $11,106.82
Ending balance*  . . . . . . . . . . $9,606.82

MARCH GRANTS
Exchange Club Family Center
Rutherford — $5,000

Rutherford County
Historical Society
Rutherford — $5,000

Murfreesboro Symphony
Orchestra
Rutherford — $2,000

Murfreesboro Noon
Exchange Club
Rutherford — $2,500

Arts Center of Cannon County
Cannon — $1,500

The Arc of Williamson County
Williamson — $5,000

Battle of Franklin Trust
Williamson — $6,000

Exchange Club of
West Wilson County
Wilson — $2,500

TOTAL GRANTS:

$29,500

SharingChange is a foundation cre-
ated by Middle Tennessee EMC’s

Board of Directors for the sole purpose
of giving back to the communities
served by the cooperative. Funds
granted by the foundation come di-
rectly from members and are then used
in the county where they are collected.

Concern for Community, the Sev-
enth Cooperative Principle, focuses
on members’ needs while helping de-
velop the communities served.

Since 2003, MTEMC’s charitable
foundations have distributed more
than $8 million to more than 550 or-
ganizations in our communities. For
more information, visit our website at
www.SharingChange.org.

*SharingChange is a voluntary pro-
gram, and members have the option
to discontinue participation at any
time.

* Ending balance is awaiting future grant applications.

The Healing Field/Flags of Remembrance is an event honoring those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. In addition to the Memorial Day event, Murfreesboro Noon Exchange Club
says it focuses on programs of service in Americanism, community service, youth activities
and its national project, the prevention of child abuse and neglect.

FEBRUARY GRANTS BY COUNTY

SharingChange Spotlight

MTEMC MAY 2016.qxp_13_MTEMC_0516_  4/13/16  4:55 PM  Page 25



26       The Tennessee Magaz ine

In the April edition of the Ten-
nessee Magazine, two grant amounts
on the SharingChange financial re-
porting page were entered incor-

rectly, and because of that, the total
amount of grants distributed was also
incorrect.

We reported that the Salvation
Army of Murfreesboro and the Ar-
rington Volunteer Fire Department
each received a grant from Shar-
ingChange in the amount of $10,000.

The Salvation Army of Murfrees-
boro received a grant for $5,000 and
the Arrington Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment received $9,975. The total
grants awarded last month was
$38,050.

We apologize for any confusion
this may have caused.

April editorial 
correction
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There is a children’s book
titled “Safety 1st, Safety
Always.” As you can
imagine, it encompasses

many of the traditional safety les-
sons parents should
teach their children.

We drill young-
sters about safety
from an early age
because we know
how important it is
to protect ourselves
and those we care
about. In the spirit
of May being Na-
tional Electrical
Safety Month, let’s
take a look at how
electric cooperatives
have been stepping
up to the plate when it comes to
safety.

Up until 2007, there was an
alarming national trend among elec-
tric co-ops that the number of “lost-
time” accidents was increasing. Lost
time is defined as anything resulting
in an employee missing time at
work; these accidents can range
from a sprained ankle to the ultimate
tragedy of a fatality.

This is why Federated Rural Elec-
tric Insurance Exchange, which in-
sures the vast majority of electric
co-ops nationwide, initiated a cam-
paign called Culture of Safety to cre-
ate a much greater awareness about
safety issues at all electric co-ops. 

Through the use of strategy labs
across the country, Federated brought
together co-op CEOs and general
managers, operations supervisors,
safety directors and linemen to better

understand how each
group viewed safety.
In doing so, differ-
ences in perceptions
regarding safety
within cooperatives
were identified, al-
lowing for much-
needed conversations
and evaluations of
how to raise aware-
ness and improve
local safety cultures.
The Speak Up, Listen
Up program is de-
signed to empower

anyone who sees a potentially unsafe
situation to “speak up” and encour-
ages everyone to “listen up” to these
concerns. The results have been dra-
matic with a more than 30-percent de-
cline in the number of accidents over
the past nine years.

As an electric cooperative member,
you, too, have a role. If you see any
potential dangerous situations or
practices, you should report them as
soon as possible to Pickwick Electric
Cooperative.

The implementation and success of
the Culture of Safety program
demonstrate a very important point: If
we are intentional about our actions,
we can, indeed, change the culture in

Electric co-ops
and a ‘Culture of Safety’

Pickwick Electric 
Cooperative

Serving members 
in all of McNairy County
and portions of Chester,
Hardeman and Hardin
counties in Tennessee 
and Alcorn and
Tishomingo 
counties in Mississippi

672 Highway 142
P.O. Box 49
Selmer, TN 38375

Phone Numbers:
731-645-3411 
731-632-3333
1-800-372-8258
Outage Hotline:
1-866-260-4025

Web site:
www.pickwickec.com

These seven pages 
contain local news 
and information
for members of 
Pickwick Electric 
Cooperative.

John Bowers
President,

Pickwick Electric 
Cooperative

jbowers@pickwick-electric.com
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our organizations. The same is true for our families,
our teams and any groups to which we may belong.

We also know that living our cooperative principles
and values is equally important. We have the best

business model because it puts you, the member-
owner, at the center of our efforts.

We look forward to being your safe electricity
provider and energy adviser long into the future. 

Directors and staff from Pickwick Electric
Cooperative were among more than 200
electric co-op leaders in Nashville on
Monday and Tuesday, March 7 and 8, for

the 2016 Tennessee Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion’s Legislative
Conference. Pick-
wick Electric Coop-
erative directors
Harold Finley,
James Martin, John
Roberts and Billy
Surratt joined PEC
President John
Bowers in meetings
with legislators on
Capitol Hill to help
them better under-
stand electric coop-
eratives and the
issues that impact
rural and suburban
Tennessee.

House Speaker
Beth Harwell wel-
comed the group to Nashville. “You serve 71 percent
of our state and 2.5 million Tennesseans,” she said.
“We recognize the impact you have on our state.”

Tennessee’s electric cooperatives maintain a visi-
ble presence in Nashville and Washington, D.C., to
protect the interests of co-op members. “We are here
to give a voice to rural Tennesseans,” said David Cal-
lis, CEO of the Tennessee Electric Cooperative Asso-
ciation (TECA). “We must tell the electric
cooperative story and educate lawmakers about the
impact of proposed legislation.”

“Decisions made in Nashville can have serious
consequences for our co-op, our members and the
communities we serve,” said Bowers. “We have a re-

sponsibility to our members to see that their voice is
heard.”

Attendees reminded legislators that co-ops are not-
for-profit, member-owned and -regulated private busi-
nesses that impact rural and suburban Tennessee in

many ways. Visits
focused on specific
legislation that im-
pacts co-ops and the
communities they
serve. Co-op leaders
expressed support
for a bill that allows
electric co-ops to
provide broadband
internet service.

“We serve the
areas with the great-
est need for broad-
band,” says Mike
Knotts, TECA vice
president of govern-
ment affairs. “We
have a role to play
in bringing high-

speed connectivity to rural Tennessee.”
Co-ops also voiced their support of legislation that

modernizes the tax code for co-ops and discussed the
impact of the recent Supreme Court decision to halt
implementation of the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Clean Power Plan.

“Educated and informed legislators are necessary
for us to provide low-cost, reliable power, and our
members make a powerful impression when they
come to Nashville,” says Knotts.

More than 100 legislative visits were made during
the conference, and dozens of legislators from across
the state attended a reception honoring members of
the Tennessee General Assembly.

Members take co-op message to legislators

Senator Delores Gresham meets with PEC President John Bowers, left,
and director Harold Finley, far right, during the TECA Legislative Con-
ference. Joining them is Tennessee Valley Electric Cooperative General
Manager Gerald Taylor.
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ESFI warns public about the dangers
of electric shock drowning

Despite being catego-
rized as leisure activi-
ties, swimming and
boating can quickly be-

come dangerous. While water-
safety behaviors such as wearing
life jackets and maintaining safe
boating speeds have become com-
monplace, a serious hazard often
remains overlooked. This silent
killer, classified as electric shock
drowning, occurs in fresh water
when a typically low-level alter-
nating current passes through the
body, causing muscular paralysis
and eventually leading to drown-
ing. 

According to Brett Brenner,
president of the Electrical Safety
Foundation International (ESFI),
“Although there are reported
incidents every year, there is a
lack of awareness about the
dangers of electric shock
drowning.”

A 21-year-old Illinois man died
in 2015 when touching a dock
ladder at the Lake of the Ozarks in
Missouri. Additionally, there were
at least two fatalities in Kentucky
in 2013 and a pair of deaths in
both Missouri and Tennessee
during the Fourth of July holiday
in 2012. Each of these victims was
under the age of 13. Further,
electric shock drowning deaths are
usually recorded as drowning
because victims show no signs of
burns, so many instances remain
undocumented. 

While a lack of awareness
persists about the dangers of
electric shock drowning, positive
strides are being taken to combat

the problem. In Tennessee, state
legislators passed the Noah Dean
and Nate Act in 2014, which
protects state residents from
electric shock injuries and
drowning deaths near marinas and
boat docks. The bill is named in
memory of 10-year-old Noah
Dean Winstead and 11-year-old
Nate Lynam, who died from
electrical injuries they suffered on
July 4, 2012, at a marina in

Tennessee. Jessica Winstead,
Noah Dean’s mother, was the
driving force behind the bill, the
result of her tireless crusade to
prevent similar tragedies from
occurring. 

Under the Noah Dean and Nate
Act, Tennessee marinas must
install ground fault protection,
post notices about the danger of
electrical leakage into waters
surrounding a marina and undergo
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a safety inspection conducted by the state fire
marshal between Jan. 1, 2015, and Dec. 31, 2017,
and every five years thereafter. The law went into
effect April 1, 2015. A similar law was passed in
West Virginia in 2013 following the death of Michael
Cunningham, three years after he died at the age of
15, as well as in Arkansas in 2012 after several
electrocutions near docks there and in surrounding
states. 

The 2011 National Electrical Code addresses the
dangers in marinas and boatyards by requiring the
main overcurrent protective device to be GFCI-
protected. However, this only applies to installations
and inspections, which are recommended annually
but not enforced. 

Protect yourself and your loved ones from the risk
of electric shock drowning and common boat
electrical hazards with these handy tips from ESFI:
• Don’t allow yourself or anyone else to swim near

docks. Avoid entering the water when launching or
loading your boat. 

• Always maintain a distance of at least 10 feet
between your boat and nearby power lines.

• If you feel a tingle while swimming, the water may
be electrified. Get out as soon as possible, avoiding
the use of metal objects such as ladders. 

• Have your boat’s electrical system inspected and
upgraded by a certified marine electrician who is
familiar with National Fire Protection Association
Codes: NFPA 303 and NFPA 70. 

• Have GFCIs installed on your boat, and test them
once a month.

• Consider having equipment leakage circuit
interrupters (ELCI) installed on boats to protect
nearby swimmers from potential electricity leakage
into water surrounding your boat.

• Only use shore or marine power cords, plugs,
receptacles and extension cords that have been
tested by Underwriters Laboratories (UL), Canadian
Standards Association (CSA) or Intertek (ETL). 

• Never use cords that are frayed or damaged or
that have had the prongs removed or altered. 

• Never stand or swim in water when turning off
electrical devices or switches. 

• Electric shock drowning can also occur in
swimming pools, hot tubs and spas. Have an
electrician inspect and upgrade your pool, spa or
hot tub in accordance with applicable local codes
and the National Electrical Code.
For ESFI’s complete collection of boating and

marina safety resources, visit www.esfi.org. 

The Electrical Safety Foundation International
(ESFI) is dedicated exclusively to promoting electri-
cal safety in the home and the workplace. ESFI
proudly sponsors National Electrical Safety Month
each May and engages in public education cam-
paigns throughout the year to prevent electrical
fires, injuries, and fatalities. To learn more about
ESFI and electrical safety, visit www.esfi.org.

Avoid placing lamps
or TV sets near your
room air-condition-
ing thermostat. The
thermostat senses
heat from these ap-
pliances, which can
cause the air condi-
tioner to run longer
than necessary.

Holiday Closing

The PEC office will be closed
Monday, May 30,

to observe 
Memorial Day.

PIEC MAY 2016.qxp_14_PIEC_0516_  4/13/16  5:19 PM  Page 23



24 The Tennessee Magaz ine

Dreyton Barnes of
Adamsville Jr/Sr
High School and
Danielle Forsythe

of McNairy Central High
School were sponsored by
Pickwick Electric Coopera-
tive to attend the Tennessee
Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion’s 2016 Youth Leadership
Summit March 21-23 in
downtown Nashville. Drey-
ton, son of Willie and Jessica
Barnes of Adamsville, and
Danielle, daughter of Frank
and Amy Forsythe of Selmer,
were among the 40-plus high
school juniors who repre-
sented the state’s 23 electric
cooperatives in attending the
annual event. 

Beth Harwell welcomed at-
tendees to Nashville on Tuesday morning, March 22, in
the House Chamber of the Tennessee State Capitol and
spent time explaining her role as speaker of the House
and the process that is required to pass legislation.

Rep. Kevin Dunlap also addressed the group and
encouraged students to stay active and involved.
“You are already leaders, or you would not be here
today,” he said. He also helped students understand
the role electric cooperatives play in rural Tennessee.
“The electric co-ops were created because there was
a problem: Rural Tennessee did not have the privi-
lege of electricity,” said Dunlap. “Our leaders and cit-
izens worked together to form the electric
cooperatives and solve the problem.”

Sens. Mike Bell, Richard Briggs and Ferrell Haile
and Reps. Kent Calfee, Dan Howell, Jay Reedy and
David Shepard joined Harwell and Dunlap for a town
hall meeting with students in the House Chamber.

The theme of this year’s summit was “Small
Towns, Big Ideas,” and attendees were encouraged
to use their talents to improve rural Tennessee.

“Local electric co-ops, school officials and guidance
counselors chose these deserving students to attend
the summit based on their interests in government
and strong leadership abilities,” said Todd Blocker,
vice president of member relations for the Ten-
nessee Electric Cooperative Association. “During
this year’s Youth Leadership Summit, we taught
these exceptional students that advances in technol-
ogy have created unique career opportunities in
their hometowns. They will be the next generation
of leaders in rural Tennessee, and we want to pre-
pare them for the challenges and opportunities they
will face.”

“These students will soon be our community lead-
ers — and electric cooperative member-owners,”
said PEC Energy Advisor Kevin Roy. “We want
them to share our passion for rural West Tennessee,
so it is an honor for Pickwick Electric Cooperative
to help prepare them for the opportunities that are
ahead. We need their talents and leadership more
than ever.”

Barnes and Forsythe attend
Youth Leadership Summit

Sen. Delores Gresham, left, and Rep. Jamie Jenkins, right, pause for a photo with
students Dreyton Barnes and Danielle Forsythe and PEC Energy Advisor Kevin Roy
during their visit to the state Capitol.
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Pickwick Electric Cooperative is delighted
to announce the winners of the 2016
Washington Youth Tour Writing Contest.
Approximately 365 high school students

wrote short stories competing for prizes,
including a week-long tour of Washing-
ton, D.C., cash awards and college
scholarships. 

This year’s theme was “Electric Co-
operatives: Powering Everyday Life.”
An outside source judged the short sto-
ries based on originality and creativity,
appropriate treatment of theme, knowl-
edge of the subject, grammar and com-
position. 

A total of 12 papers were chosen —
six from each school. The winners are
Dreyton Barnes, Vanessa Johnson, Will
Linam, Emily Mack, Demie Milford and
Natalie Thomas from Adamsville Jr/Sr
High School, and McNairy Central High
School’s winners are Yobanna Amaya,
Reanna Barber, Parker Bedwell, Chad
Edwards, Aaron Simmons and John
Sims.

Following personal interviews,
Barnes, Milford, Bedwell and Edwards
were chosen as first-place winners and
will join nearly 1,600 students from
across the United States for the week-
long Washington Youth Tour June 10-16.
Cash awards went to the other winning
students. Milford’s story was named
overall winner and entered in a
statewide competition for scholarship
money.

“We are excited to offer this incredi-
ble experience to the youth in our com-
munities and feel that we are aiding our

future members by participating in this program,”
said Beverly Lambert, PEC human resources/com-
munications coordinator. “Congratulations to each
of these students for their achievements.”

Winners announced in 2016
Washington Youth Tour Writing Contest

Washington Youth Tour Writing Contest winners from Adamsville Jr/Sr
High School are, from left, Vanessa Johnson, Dreyton Barnes, Emily
Mack, Natalie Thomas, Will Linam and Demie Milford.

Washington Youth Tour Writing Contest winners from McNairy Central
High School are, from left, Parker Bedwell, Yobanna Amaya, Aaron
Simmons, Reanna Barber, John Sims and Chad Edwards.
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Powell Valley
Electric Cooperative
Serving all of Hancock County
and portions of Claiborne,
Grainger, Union and Hawkins
counties in Tennessee and 
portions of Lee, Scott and Wise
counties in Virginia.

Randell W. Meyers,
General Manager/CEO
Charles “Bo” Goodin,
Assistant General Manager
JoAnn Dillingham,
Director of Accounting 
and Finance
Gary Hatfield,
Director of Special Projects
Ronnie Williams,
Tazewell Area Supervisor
Jason Stapleton,
Jonesville Area Supervisor
Joey Southern,
Sneedville Area Supervisor

PVEC office hours
Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Tazewell office:
Service requests: 423-626-0707
Billing inquiries: 423-626-0706
Outages/trouble: 423-626-5204
Other inquiries: 423-626-5204

Jonesville office:
Service requests: 276-346-6003
Billing inquiries: 276-346-6003
Outages: 276-346-6065
Other inquiries: 276-346-6016

Sneedville office:
All inquiries: 423-733-2207

Calls to all PVEC locations will be
answered by emergency operators
after office hours and on week-
ends and holidays. 
Visit us at www.pve.coop.
You also can contact us via email:
info@pve.coop

PVEC Board of Directors
Roger Ball, President
David T. Kindle, Vice President
Judith Robertson, Secretary-
Treasurer
Dale McNiel
Allen Parkey
Gary Russell
Mikel Sharp
Michael Shockley
Dr. John Short

Claiborne High School stu-
dent Katelyn Rednour
and Hancock
County High

School student Jake Pel-
licer were in Nashville
March 21-23 for the Ten-
nessee Electric Coopera-
tive Association’s annual
Youth Leadership Summit.
These students were spon-
sored by Powell Valley
Electric Cooperative.

Beth Harwell welcomed
attendees to Nashville on
Tuesday morning, March
22, in the House Chamber of the
Tennessee State Capitol and spent
time explaining her role as speaker
of the House and the process that is
required to pass legislation.

Rep. Kevin Dunlap also ad-
dressed the group and encouraged
students to stay active and involved.
“You are already leaders, or you
would not be here today,” he said.
He also helped students understand
the role electric cooperatives play in

rural Tennessee. “The electric co-
ops were created because there was

a problem: Rural Ten-
nessee did not have the
privilege of electricity,”
said Dunlap. “Our leaders
and citizens worked to-
gether to form the electric
cooperatives and solve the
problem.”

Sens. Mike Bell,
Richard Briggs and Ferrell
Haile and Reps. Kent
Calfee, Dan Howell, Jay
Reedy and David Shepard
joined Harwell and Dunlap

for a town hall meeting with stu-
dents in the House Chamber.

The theme of this year’s summit
was “Small Towns, Big Ideas,” and
attendees were encouraged to use
their talents to improve rural Ten-
nessee. “Local electric co-ops,
school officials and guidance coun-
selors chose these deserving students
to attend the summit based on their
interests in government and strong
leadership abilities,” said Todd

PVEC sends students to Nashville
for Youth Leadership Summit

AS I  SEE IT Manager’s Viewpoint

Randell W. Meyers
General Manager/CEO

Powell Valley

Electric Cooperative

Closing notice
On this Memorial Day, let us pause with reverence to remember those

Americans who made the ultimate sacrifice for all of us, for our freedom
and for our country’s values. 

In observance of Memorial Day, Powell Valley Electric Cooperative of-
fices will be closed Monday, May 30. As always, cooperative dispatchers
will be on duty to take your emergency calls. Have a happy and safe holiday.
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On Saturday, Sept. 17, Powell Valley Electric Co-
operative’s annual meeting will be held at
Thomas Walker High School in Ewing, Virginia.

An important part of your annual meeting is the elec-
tion of directors. Here is an excerpt from the coopera-
tive’s bylaws regarding nominations:

Article IV. Directors, Section 4, Nominations.
It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to ap-

point, not more than one hundred twenty (120) days be-
fore the date of a meeting of the members at which
directors are to be elected, a committee on nominations
consisting of not less than five (5) nor more than eleven
(11) members who shall be selected so as to give equi-
table representation on the committee to the different
districts delineated as director districts. No officer or
member of the board of directors shall be appointed a
member of such committee. The committee shall pre-
pare and post at all the offices of the Cooperative, at
least ninety (90) days before the meeting, a list of nomi-
nations for directors.

Any fifteen (15) or more members may make other
nominations in writing over their signatures. Such nom-
inations in writing are required to be in a cooperative
office by 5:00 p.m. not less than sixty (60) days prior to
the meeting. The Secretary shall cause the said petition
to be posted at the same places where the list of nomi-
nations made by the committee is posted. The Secretary
shall cause to be mailed with the notice of the meeting a
statement of the number of directors to be elected,
showing separately the nominations made by petition, if
any. Nominations to fill vacancies on the board of di-
rectors, and the election of the respective directors,
shall be for the particular district or districts where the
vacancy or vacancies exist or the term or terms thereof
is expiring.

This means that any nominations by petition are to
be in a Powell Valley Electric Cooperative office not
fewer than 60 days prior to the cooperative’s annual
meeting. Nominations by petition, therefore, must be in
one of Powell Valley Electric Cooperative’s offices by 5
p.m. on Wednesday, July 20, 2016.

Bylaws article on nominations

Blocker, vice president of
member relations for the Ten-
nessee Electric Cooperative
Association. “During this
year’s Youth Leadership Sum-
mit, we taught these excep-
tional students that advances
in technology have created
unique career opportunities in
their hometowns. They will be
the next generation of leaders
in rural Tennessee, and we
want to prepare them for the
challenges and opportunities
they will face.”

These students will soon be
our community leaders — and
electric cooperative member-
owners. We want them to
share our passion for rural East Tennessee and South-
west Virginia, so it is an honor for Powell Valley
Electric to help prepare them for the opportunities

that are ahead. We need their talents and leadership
more than ever.

— Randell W. Meyers

From left, State Rep. Jerry Sexton, PVEC’s Shane Bunch, students Katelyn Rednour
and Jake Pellicer and State Rep. Gary Hicks pose in front of the State Capitol dur-
ing the Youth Leadership Summit.
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What to do if you don’t receive a bill
It’s not often, but occasionally a member will re-

port that he or she did not receive an electric bill or
has misplaced it. If this happens to you, please contact
our office to find out the amount you owe. Failure to
receive a bill does not relieve one of the responsibility
of paying on time.

Paying your bill online
We would like to notify our members about web-

sites that take online payments. Whenever paying
your electric bill online, be sure to verify you are on
the cooperative’s official site. Two ways to verify if
the website is PVEC’s is to look first for fine print
stating “no affiliation with Powell Valley Electric”
and, secondly, for the information you have to pro-
vide. The cooperative’s website will show the balance
due on your account, whereas other websites require
you to provide the payment amount. If payment is
made to a website other than Powell Valley Electric
Cooperative’s own website, your account is NOT au-

tomatically credited.  It often takes several days be-
fore PVEC receives payment.  Your account is subject
to late penalties and disconnection until payment is
received by PVEC.  

If you would like to pay online, type
www.pve.coop in the address bar of your web
browser.  Payments made at this address will automat-
ically be credited to your account. 

Attention, dog owners
It is your responsibility to keep your dog penned up

or on a leash away from your electric meter so we
have access at all times to our equipment. Our em-
ployees will not provoke your dog, but they will use
caution and protect themselves.

Each year, more than 4.5 million people in the U.S.
are bitten by dogs. National Dog Bite Prevention Week
takes place during the third full week of May each year
and focuses on educating people about preventing dog
bites. For more information on dog bite prevention, visit
www.avma.org/public/Pages/Dog-Bite-Prevention.aspx.

Important information from your co-op

Why pay more for electricity than you have
to? The less you use, the more you’ll save.
Here are nine easy ways to pare your use of

electricity this summer:
1. Move lamps, the TV or any other heat-emitting

electric appliance away from your thermostat. The
heat can trick the thermostat into “thinking” it’s
hotter in the house than it is. In response, your
system will make the house colder than it should.

2. If you’re still using leftover incandescent lightbulbs,
switch to compact fluorescent bulbs or LED fixtures.
The newer bulbs emit less heat and use less
electricity when they’re turned on.

3. Turn the air conditioner up to 78 degrees. If you
usually run it at 72 degrees, you can save between 6
percent and 18 percent on your cooling bill,
according to the U.S. Department of Energy.

4. Plant trees outside of windows on the sunny side of
your house. The shade can save you up to $250 a
year.

5. When you turn your air conditioner on, also turn
your ceiling fans on. Running them together will

make your house feel 4 degrees cooler — so you can
raise the thermostat by 4 degrees. Turn fans off when
you leave a room; fans cool people, not the air.

6. Lower the temperature of your water heater to
120 degrees. That will save you money — and it’s
safer than a higher setting because 120-degree water
won’t scald anyone.

7. Give your oven and stovetop a break on hot days.
Use the microwave oven, a toaster oven or an
outdoor grill instead and you’ll cut your energy use
— plus you’ll put less unneeded extra heat into the
house.

8. Summertime is no time to coop yourself up indoors
with your computer. Turn it off and enjoy the great
outdoors. Don’t leave it on when you’re not using it;
that wastes up to $75 a year in electricity.

9. Still don’t have a programmable thermostat? It’s
time to get one. Choose a model that can
automatically turn the air conditioner way up when
you’re not home and crank it back on in plenty of
time to cool things off so you’ll be comfortable when
you return.

Nine ways to save money this summer
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Better technology has
been making your
electricity more reli-
able every year. But

longstanding troublemakers
from lightning to squirrels still
knock our lights out occasion-
ally. In the last few years, less-
expensive and
more-sophisticated meters and
monitoring systems can detect
outages faster than ever.

“We’re far more automated than we were a
decade ago,” says Tony Thomas, principal engineer
at the National Rural Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion. “We can look at each member’s meter and de-
termine if that customer is without service.”

The amount of time a typical consumer is with-
out power during a year is down to less than two
hours, according to a benchmarking report from the
Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engineers.
That’s a 20-percent decline from 2011 to 2014, the
latest year in the study.

Thomas says some causes of
power outages are hard to elimi-
nate. Those include lightning
strikes, equipment failure, trees
falling on power lines, people
driving into utility poles, snakes
touching wires and squirrels.

“Squirrels are a pain,” Thomas
says. “They eat insulation.” And
in case you want to know how
much of a pain squirrels can be,
check out the website cybersquir-

rel1.com, which features a map of all power outages
caused by squirrels. You can scan the world, search
by month or year for the incidents caused by squirrels
or other animals and click through to a news account
of the details. For example, the site reports 10 squir-
rel-caused outages in the U.S. in January. Those in-
volved squirrels getting into substations and
transformers, touching live wires and ground wires
and tripping circuit breakers.

As technology advances and reliability improves,
we will do our best to prevent outages so you can

enjoy the safe, reliable and affordable
power you depend on. 

Paul Wesslund writes on cooperative
issues for the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association, the
Arlington, Va.-based service arm of
the nation’s 900-plus consumer-
owned, not-for-profit electric
cooperatives.

Smarter meters are reducing outage times
Now if only we could train squirrels to stay away from utility equipment
By Paul Wesslund

Technology has improved electricity
reliability — from smart meters that can
send outage and power quality
information to central information
monitoring systems, known as SCADA
(Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition) systems.

While electric reliability is improving,
many causes of power outages like
lightning are tough to solve.
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Cut water use; save energy

The water company uses electricity to purify
water and pump it through your pipes. You
use electricity to heat water for showering,
washing dishes and doing laundry.

You can save energy—and your energy dollars—
by conserving water at home. 

First, buy water-saving, low-flow toilets and
showerheads when it’s time to replace your old ones.
Look for the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s WaterSense label on products that meet
performance and efficiency standards. These
typically save at least 20 percent more water than
comparable products.

For additional water savings:

• Rig your lawn sprinkler to a timer and cut the length
of watering after it rains and when the weather
cools. 

• Find out how much water each plant in your garden
needs. Over-watering certain types of plants can kill
them. 

• Invest in a swimming pool cover. It will keep heat in
your pool and prevent water evaporation. 

• Sweep your driveway instead of hosing it off.
• Don’t do laundry until you have a full load of

clothes. Even smaller cycles waste energy and water
compared to full, large loads. 

• Run the dishwasher only when it’s full. Keep a bowl
of soapy water in the sink for quick dishwashing. 

Protect your family by eliminating safety threats

May is Electrical Safety Month, and that’s
a good time to consider having your
home’s electrical writing updated. Ac-
cording to the Consumer Product Safety

Commission (CPSC), the top causes of electrical fires
are aging wiring, extension cords that are in permanent
use (for which they’re not designed), large appliances
that are plugged into circuits that can’t handle the load
and misused surge protectors.

Aside from starting fires, faulty wiring can
electrocute someone in your home. In fact, CPSC says
electrocutions associated with wiring cause hundreds
of deaths each year — and more than 140,000 fires.

Here are some tips:
• Even if you know how to operate an electrical

device, read the instructions so you’re sure you will
use it safely.

• Replace damaged electrical equipment or have it
repaired by a professional.

• Don’t overload power strips, cords and surge
suppressors. Know how much they can handle.

• To avoid overloading your home’s circuits, don’t
plug too many devices into one circuit.

• Install ground-fault circuit interrupters in the kitchen,
bathrooms, laundry room and garage — wherever
you might find yourself working near water.

TVA extends high-efficiency heat pump
financing promotion

The Tennessee Valley Authority continues to offer
high-efficiency heat pump financing for Powell Val-
ley Electric Cooperative customers who qualify
through the Energy Right residential heat pump loan

program. The promotional interest rate will apply to all heat
pumps with a minimum rating of SEER 14 (packaged) or SEER
14.5 (split). The special financing is scheduled to end Sept. 30,
2016. The regular financing rates will apply to all other heat
pump installations financed through the TVA loan program. For
more information, call your local PVEC office!
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Why pay more for electricity
than you have to? The less you
use, the more you’ll save.

Here are nine easy ways to pare your use
of electricity this summer:
1. Move lamps, the TV or any

other heat-emitting electric
appliance away from your
thermostat. The heat can
trick the thermostat into
“thinking” it’s hotter in the
house than it is. In
response, your system will
make the house colder than
it should.

2. If you’re still using leftover
incandescent lightbulbs,
switch to compact
fluorescent bulbs or LED
fixtures. The newer bulbs
emit less heat and use less electricity
when they’re turned on.

3. Turn the air conditioner up to 78
degrees. If you usually run it at 72
degrees, you can save between 6
percent and 18 percent on your cooling
bill, according to the U.S. Department
of Energy.

4. Plant trees outside of windows on the
sunny side of your
house. The shade can
save you up to $250 a
year.

5. When you turn your
air conditioner on,
also turn on your
ceiling fans. Running
them together will
make your house feel
4 degrees cooler —
so you can raise the
thermostat by
4 degrees. Turn fans
off when you leave a
room; fans cool
people, not the air.

6. Lower the temperature of your water
heater to 120 degrees. That will save
you money — and it’s safer than a
higher setting because 120-degree
water won’t scald anyone.

7. Give your oven and
stovetop a break on hot
days. Use the microwave
oven, a toaster oven or an
outdoor grill instead, and
you’ll cut your energy use
— plus you’ll put less
unneeded extra heat into
the house.

8. Summertime is no time to
coop yourself up indoors
with your computer. Turn it
off and enjoy the great
outdoors. Don’t leave it on
when you’re not using it;

that wastes up to $75 a year in
electricity.

9. Still don’t have a programmable
thermostat? It’s time to get one.
Choose a model that can automatically
turn the air conditioner way up when
you’re not home and crank it back on
in plenty of time to cool things off so
you’ll be comfortable when you return.

Nine ways to save 
money this summer

AS I  SEE IT Manager’s Viewpoint
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Kevin Murphy
President,

Southwest Tennessee Electric
Membership Corporation

Southwest 
Tennessee Electric
Membership 
Corporation
1009 E. Main St.
Brownsville, TN 38012
stemc.com

President
Kevin Murphy
kmurphy@stemc.com

Vice President of Operations
Phillip Mullins
pmullins@stemc.com

Vice President of Engineering
William Gordon
wgordon@stemc.com

Vice President of Finance
and Member Services
Scott Sims 
ssims@stemc.com

Vice President of Human 
Resources and Communications
Mark Only
monly@stemc.com

Vice President of Purchasing
and Fleet
Trent Hall
thall@stemc.com     

Brownsville District
Phone: 731-585-0554
Donna Winchester, Director
of Member Services
dwinchester@stemc.com

Covington District
Phone: 901-476-9839
Ruth Tate, Office Supervisor
ruthtate@stemc.com

Atoka District
Phone: 901-837-1900
Ruth Tate, Office Supervisor
ruthtate@stemc.com

Henderson District
Phone: 731-989-2236
Delana O’Neal, Office Supervisor
doneal@stemc.com

Jackson District
Phone: 731-427-3311
Delana O’Neal, Office Supervisor
doneal@stemc.com

STEMC Board of Directors
Chairman
Hugh Harvey — Jackson
Vice Chairman
James Allan Ferguson —Whiteville
Secretary/Treasurer
Audrey Blue — Brownsville
Allen King — Brownsville
Claire Marshall — Mason
David McDaniel — Brighton
W. B. McKinnon — Henderson
James Rose — Burlison
Norma Turner — Covington
Robert Kendrick — Brownsville
Attorney
Patrick H. Mann — Brownsville

Connect with us at
stemc.com or on

Avoid placing lamps
or TV sets near your 
room air-conditioning
thermostat. The 
thermostat senses 
heat from these 
appliances, which 
can cause the air 
conditioner to run
longer than 
necessary.
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South Side High
School student
Naomi Dalton and
Munford High

School student Joshua Hat-
field were in Nashville
March 21-23 for the Ten-
nessee Electric Cooperative
Association’s annual Youth
Leadership Summit. These
students were chosen and
sponsored by Southwest
Tennessee Electric Mem-
bership Corporation.

Beth Harwell welcomed
attendees to Nashville on
Tuesday morning, March
22, in the House Chamber
of the Tennessee State
Capitol and spent time
explaining her role as speaker of the House and the
process that is required to pass legislation at the
Capitol.

Rep. Kevin Dunlap also addressed the group and
encouraged students to stay active and involved.
“You are already leaders, or you would not be here
today,” he said. He also helped students understand
the role electric cooperatives play in rural
Tennessee. “The electric co-ops were created
because there was a problem: Rural Tennessee did
not have the privilege of electricity,” said Dunlap.
“Our leaders and citizens worked together to form
the electric cooperatives and solve the problem.”

Sens. Mike Bell, Richard Briggs and Ferrell Haile
and Reps. Kent Calfee, Dan Howell, Jay Reedy and
David Shepard joined Harwell and Dunlap for a
town hall meeting with students in the House
Chamber.

Rep. Debra Moody, District 81, Tipton County,
spent some quality time with the students. As they
visited in her office, she shared the responsibilities
of being a representative and how each young
person has the opportunity to be involved in
political service and can make a difference in their
communities.

The theme of this year’s summit was “Small
Towns, Big Ideas,” so attendees were encouraged
to use their talents to improve rural Tennessee. 

“Local electric co-ops, school officials, and
guidance counselors chose these deserving
students to attend the summit based on their
interests in government and strong leadership
abilities,” said Todd Blocker, vice president of
member relations for the Tennessee Electric
Cooperative Association. “During this year’s Youth
Leadership Summit, we taught these exceptional
students that advances in technology have created
unique career opportunities in their hometowns.
They will be the next generation of leaders in rural
Tennessee, and we want to prepare them for the
challenges and opportunities they will face.”

“These students will soon be our community
leaders — and electric cooperative member-
owners,” said Marilyn Means, STEMC marketing
and energy services coordinator. “We want them to
share our passion for the rural communities within
our service area, so it is an honor for Southwest
Tennessee Electric to help prepare them for the
opportunities that are ahead. We need their talents
and leadership more than ever.”

Dalton, Hatfield attend
2016 Youth Leadership Summit

From left, STEMC’s Marilyn Means, student Joshua Hatfield, Rep. Debra Moody,
student Naomi Dalton, and STEMC’s Jodi Springer meet in Rep. Moody’s Nashville
office during the 2016 Youth Leadership Summit.
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Hugh Harvey is a man of many
talents and abilities. Being born
and raised in Madison County,
he has accomplished a lot to

give back to a community he holds near and
dear to his heart. This month marks 50 years
of service on Southwest Tennessee EMC’s
Board of Directors. 

Mr. Harvey started his contributions to
his fellow Americans by enlisting in the
Army, later transferring to the National
Guard where he completed his time as a
Sergeant First Class. During his military
years, he was given the opportunity to go to Germany, but
due to his superior ability to train others, they decided it
was best to keep him stateside to train others who would
eventually be deployed to Germany. To be the best, you
have to learn from the best, and that’s exactly what Mr.
Harvey was to the United States Army and National Guard. 

From the military, he made a choice to attend Union
University, where he graduated in 1954 with a degree in
education. He started his “second” career at Beech Bluff
High School coaching basketball. His first season consisted
of 30 straight wins, including tournament play.
Surprisingly, he made a mere $2,400 a year starting out, but
he continued his career at Jackson Junior High where he
taught general science and coached basketball (boys and
girls) and football. Just as someone who loves to give back,
Mr. Harvey also farmed while working his other careers,
raising livestock and row crops. He now rents his land out
to other farmers in the area, but he still enjoys watching
others harvesting the land he worked for many years.
During his working career, he also appraised properties
simultaneously balancing his many other positions. 

During these years, Mr. Harvey married the woman of
his dreams, Dorothy. Mrs. Dorothy has since passed away,
but there’s not a moment that goes by he doesn’t think
about the wonderful memories they made together. Mr.
Harvey said, “The years with Dorothy were the best years
of my life.” 

During the Harvey’s wonderful years together, they
welcomed one son into the world, the Honorable Hugh
Harvey Jr., who blessed them years later with two adorable
granddaughters, Dorothy and Suzanne. Hugh Jr. and his
wife, Sue, also reside in Madison County. 

One thing Mr. Harvey does to stay active is take
dancing classes at the Lyft. He enjoys getting out and
meeting others through his classes. Another passion is

senior league softball where he is very
competitive and likes to win. He also likes
to crappie fish, a hobby he and his wife
once enjoyed together. 

Through the years, Mr. Harvey has
contributed to Madison County with his
military and educational careers, and later
became a Madison County Commissioner,
serving 14 years. He was also on the
Madison Farmers Co-op Board so
deciding to serve on the board for
Southwest Tennessee Electric was really
not a question. “It was something I knew I

could do to make the co-op a better place,” he said.
When asked why he wanted to serve on the board, Mr.
Harvey responded with, “I felt like I would like it since I
love serving others. It has been my favorite board to
serve on.” 

May marks 50 years Mr. Harvey has served on the
board at STEMC. Experience gained from his many
careers—and extra free time afforded in retirement—has
given him the knowledge and ability to dedicate his time
to serving his community on many boards across a few
counties in West Tennessee. He says it’s good to get out
and do things to stay active and involved in a
community he holds near and dear to his heart. 

There is no question, with his many talents and
knowledge of the community, why Mr. Harvey now
serves as Chairman of the STEMC board. When asked
what a board member does and what he expected when
he first received the honor, he said, “I learned a lot more
than I ever expected to learn. Even after 50 years, I still
love coming to Brownsville for meetings and traveling
with other board members to trainings so I can learn
everything I need to know to make STEMC the best.” 

Mr. Harvey has learned a lot about how a co-op
functions just by being on the board at STEMC, but he
says he’s learned a lot from other co-ops, too. When
each co-op gets together for the different meetings, each
brings to the table a new idea or how-to. This is where
ideas become great. Mr. Harvey said, “We are all
working together to make each co-op across the country
the best it can possibly be.”

Board members do more than show up for a meeting
once a month; they set policy, hire the president, but
they are not in charge of hiring new employees. The
employee hiring is left up to the president and the
respective supervisors of each department so they can

Fifty years strong
By Jodi Springer

Hugh Harvey Sr.
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find the right candidate for the position they are hiring
for. 

As a board member, it is important to keep up with the
ever-changing gears going on in an electric cooperative.
During Mr. Harvey’s very first year on the board, he was
elected secretary, and he served as Vice Chairman for many
years before earning the title of Chairman, a position he’s
holding for his second term. 

Fifty years is a long time to dedicate to one thing, but the
way Mr. Harvey sees it, he’s giving back to a community
that gave him so much. There are not many who can say
they’ve done as much as he, but he can certainly say he has
accomplished a lot. He is the true model of an American
citizen who has gone above and beyond to serve his
country and fellow Americans. He truly loves serving the
people on an off the Southwest lines.

Young leaders learn about co-ops,
agriculture at conference

Justin and Jenny Tims were sponsored by
Southwest Tennessee EMC to join more than
300 young adults from across the state at the
2016 Young Leaders Conference Feb. 26 and

27 at the Drury Plaza
Hotel in Franklin. The an-
nual conference brings
couples and individuals
together from rural com-
munities to learn about
cooperatives, share their
views about agriculture
and discuss current issues
facing rural Americans.

The Tennessee Council
of Cooperatives (TCC)
co-sponsors the annual
conference with
Tennessee Farm Bureau
Federation’s Young
Farmers and Ranchers
organization.

This year’s event
covered a variety of
subjects aimed at
educating leaders about cooperatives and
agricultural issues and strengthening their leadership
skills. Attendees discussed issues facing rural
Tennessee and were given an overview of Farm
Bureau’s Ag-in-the-Classroom program. Tennessee

State University’s Dr. John Hall led a breakout
session on “Core Values,” and the University of
Tennessee Institute of Agriculture’s Lisa Stearns
discussed “Raising the Profile of Tennessee

Agriculture.” Amy
Gallimore, chief
executive officer of
Four16 Training
Solutions, taught valuable
lessons in perseverance
and attitude, and David
Turner entertained
attendees.

Joe Jackson, retired
Tennessee Electric
Cooperative Association
director of member
services and a pivotal
leader in establishing the
Young Leaders
Conference, was
presented an annual
award given by TCC to an
individual who has shown
dedication to the

cooperative cause in Tennessee. TCC made a $1,000
contribution in Jackson’s honor to the John Willis
Memorial Scholarship fund, which provides
financial aid to deserving college agriculture
students in the state.

Justin and Jenny Tims represented STEMC at this year’s
Young Leaders Conference.

Community meeting notice
Southwest Tennessee EMC will host a community meeting
on Thursday, May 12, at 6:30 p.m. inside the Southwest
Tennessee EMC Covington office, located at 1800

Highway 51 South. We will award door prizes, offer
snacks and present lots of good information. Everyone is
welcome to attend. 
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The Committee on Nominations was appointed at
the August 2015 Southwest Tennessee EMC An-
nual Members’ Meeting and will meet this month
to nominate members for the director positions

up for election.
Committee members in District One are William

Wernet, Hardeman County, and Jimmy Reeves, Wayne
Owen, Jimmy Burlison and Anthony Smith, Tipton
County. District Two members are Blair Weaver, Chester
County; Clifton Exum, Madison County; and Alsey Mann,
Gloria Sweet-Love and Tony Scott, Haywood County.

These committee members represent the cooperative
membership with the utmost dedication and deserve a
special thanks for their work.

Every member of the cooperative should have a copy of
the bylaws. If you do not, STEMC will be glad to mail you
a copy upon your request, or you can pick one up at your
local Southwest office. Below is Section 4.06 of the
bylaws concerning nominations.

— Cathy Yearwood, Executive Assistant

BYLAWS, SECTION 4.06. NOMINATIONS. It shall
be the duty of the Board of Directors to appoint a
Committee on Nominations prior to the annual meeting of
the members each year to serve for the ensuing year, and
said committee shall be announced at the annual meeting
of members. This Committee on Nominations shall consist
of not less than five (5) nor more than fifteen (15)
members of the Cooperative who are not existing
Cooperative employees, agents, officers, directors or
known candidates for director or close relatives or
members of the same household thereof, and who are so
selected that each of the Cooperative’s Directorate Zones
shall have representation thereon in proportion to the
authorized number of directors from or with respect to
such District. The Committee shall prepare and post in an
appropriate place at the principal office of the Cooperative
at least forty-five (45) days prior to the meeting a list of
nominations for directors to be elected listing separately
the nominee(s) for each Directorate Zone from or with
respect to which a director must, pursuant to this Article,
be elected at the meeting. The Committee shall nominate
one or more nominees for any directorship to be elected.
Any fifteen (15) or more members of the Cooperative,
acting together, may make additional nominations in
writing over their signatures, listing their nominee(s) in
like manner, not less than forty (40) days prior to the
meeting, and the Secretary shall post such nominations at
the same place where the list of nominations made by the
Committee is posted. The Secretary shall mail to the
members with the notice of the meeting, or separately but

not less than the number of days prior to the meeting
requested for delivery of such notice, a statement of the
names and addresses of all nominee(s) for each Directorate
Zone from or with respect to which one or more directors
are to be elected, showing clearly those nominated by the
Committee and those nominated by petition, if any.
Notwithstanding the provisions contained in this Section,
failure to comply with any of such provisions shall not
affect in any manner whatsoever the validity of any action
by the Board of Directors after the election of directors.

Members named to serve on Nominating Committee
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Members take co-op message to legislators

Directors and staff from Southwest Ten-
nessee EMC were among more than 200
electric co-op leaders in Nashville on
Monday and Tuesday, March 7 and 8, for

the 2016 Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association
Legislative Conference. STEMC directors Hugh Har-
vey Sr. and Robert Kendrick joined President Kevin
Murphy and Vice President of Human Resources and
Communications Mark Only in meetings with legis-
lators on Capitol Hill to help them better understand
electric coopera-
tives and the issues
that impact rural
and suburban Ten-
nessee. 

House Speaker
Beth Harwell
welcomed the
group to Nashville.
“You serve 71
percent of our state
and 2.5 million
Tennesseans,” she
said. “We
recognize the
impact you have on
our state.”

Tennessee’s
electric
cooperatives maintain a visible presence in Nashville
and Washington, D.C., to protect the interests of co-
op members. “We are here to give a voice to rural
Tennesseans,” said David Callis, executive vice
president and general manager of the Tennessee
Electric Cooperative Association (TECA). “We must
tell the electric cooperative story and educate
lawmakers about the impact of proposed legislation.”

“Decisions made in Nashville can have serious
consequences for our co-op, our members and the
communities we serve,” said Murphy. “We have a
responsibility to our members to see that their voice
is heard.”

Attendees reminded legislators that co-ops are not-
for-profit, member-owned and -regulated private
businesses that impact rural and suburban Tennessee
in many ways. Visits focused on specific legislation
that impacts co-ops and the communities they serve.
Co-op leaders expressed support for a bill that allows
electric co-ops to provide broadband internet service. 

“We serve the areas with the greatest need for
broadband,” said Mike Knotts, TECA vice president
of government affairs. “We have a role to play in

bringing high-speed
connectivity to rural
Tennessee.” 

Co-ops also
voiced their support
of legislation that
modernizes the tax
code for co-ops and
discussed the impact
of the recent
Supreme Court
decision to halt
implementation of
the Environmental
Protection Agency’s
Clean Power Plan.

“Educated and
informed legislators
are necessary for us

to provide low-cost, reliable power, and our members
make a powerful impression when they come to
Nashville,” said Knotts.

More than 100 legislative visits were made during
the conference, and dozens of legislators from across
the state attended a reception honoring members of
the Tennessee General Assembly.

The Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association
provides legislative and communication support for
Tennessee’s 23 electric cooperatives and publishes
The Tennessee Magazine, the state’s most widely
circulated periodical. Visit tnelectric.org or
tnmagazine.org to learn more.

From left, Rep. Jimmy Eldridge, STEMC board member Robert
Kendrick, President Kevin Murphy, board member Hugh Harvey Sr.
and Vice President of Human Resources and Communications Mark
Only discuss issues affecting electric co-ops during TECA’s annual
Legislative Conference.
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This page was taken from Southwest Tennessee EMC’s 1962 Annual Report.
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As parents, we drill youngsters about
safety from an early age because

we know how important it is to protect
ourselves and those we care about. With
May being National Electri-
cal Safety Month, let’s take a
look at how electric coopera-
tives have been stepping up
to the plate when it comes to
safety.

Until 2007, there was an
alarming national trend
among electric co-ops: The
number of “lost-time” acci-
dents was increasing. Lost
time is defined as anything
resulting in an employee
missing time at work. These
accidents range from a sprained ankle to
the ultimate tragedy of a fatality.

This is why Federated Rural Electric
Insurance Exchange, which insures the
vast majority of electric co-ops nation-
wide, including Sequachee Valley Elec-
tric Cooperative, initiated a campaign
called Culture of Safety to create a
much greater awareness about safety is-
sues at all electric co-ops. 

Through the use of strategy labs
across the country, Federated brought
together co-op CEOs and general man-
agers, operations supervisors, safety di-
rectors and linemen to better understand
how each group viewed safety. In doing
so, differences in perceptions regarding
safety within cooperatives were identi-
fied, allowing for much-needed conver-

sations and evaluations
of how to raise aware-
ness and improve local
safety cultures. The

Speak Up, Listen Up program is de-
signed to empower anyone who sees a
potentially unsafe situation to “speak
up” and encourages everyone to “listen

up” to these concerns. The
results have been dramatic
with a more than 30-percent
decline in the number of ac-
cidents over the past nine
years. 

SVEC is involved in
these programs, and, as a re-
sult, our safety statistics
have begun to improve with
our continuing emphasis on
safety. To see a real differ-
ence, you must “walk the
walk,” not just “talk the

talk.”
Public awareness is essential as well.

As a member, you, too, have a role. If
you see any potentially dangerous situa-
tions or practices, you should report
them as soon as possible to SVEC.

The implementation and success of
the Culture of Safety program demon-
strate a very important point: If we are
intentional about our actions, we can,
indeed, change the culture in our organi-
zations. The same is true for our fami-
lies, our teams and any groups to which
we may belong.

We also know that living our cooper-
ative principles and values is equally
important. We have the best business
model because it puts you, the member-
owner, at the center of our efforts.

We look forward to being your safe
electricity provider and energy adviser
long into the future. This concern for the
safety of our members and employees is
a big part of what makes us “Co-op
Strong.” For more information about
SVEC’s Culture of Safety, visit
www.svalleyec.com.

Electric co-ops and a 
culture of safety

AS I  SEE IT Manager’s Viewpoint
Sequachee Valley
Electric Cooperative

Serving all or portions of 
Bledsoe, Grundy, Marion, 
Sequatchie, Coffee, Hamilton,
Rhea and Van Buren counties.
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Service Centers:
512 S. Cedar Ave.; P.O. Box 31, 
South Pittsburg, TN 37380
Telephone — 423-837-8605 
Toll-free — 800-923-2203

97 Resource Road; P.O. Box 518,
Dunlap, TN 37327
Telephone — 423-949-2198

3396 Main St.; P.O. Box 441, 
Pikeville, TN 37367
Telephone — 423-447-2131

14002 Highway 41; P.O. Box 100, 
Tracy City, TN 37387
Telephone — 931-592-2511

14087 Highway 28, 
Whitwell, TN 37397
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
Telephone — 423-658-7832

SV Propane
1-877-521-3055 (toll-free)
931-592-5126

After hours: 888-421-7832
www.svalleyec.com

Mike Partin
SVEC CEO

Discover the 
true value 
of YOUR 
cooperative —
Get “social” and
Connect with
SVEC 

www.twitter.com/svalleyec
www.facebook.com/svalleyec
instagram@svalleyec
www.youtube.com/svalleyec
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SVEC Spotlight on Safety

Downed power lines can be
deadly. ALWAYS assume a
downed power line is live,

and avoid going near it or anything
in contact with it.

Use precaution
• Downed power lines can energize

the ground up to 35 feet away.
• If you see a downed line, immedi-

ately notify local authorities.
• Never drive over downed power

lines or through water that is in
contact with them.

• Never try to move a downed
power line. Even using items that
typically are not conductive will
not prevent injury or death.

Know what to do
• The safe way to move away from

a downed power line is to shuffle
away with small steps, keeping
your feet together and on the
ground at all times.

• If your car comes in contact with
a downed power line while you
are inside, stay in the car. Do not
touch any part of the car frame or
any other metal. Use a cell phone
or honk your horn to summon
help. Allow only rescue personnel
to approach the car.

• If your car is in contact with a
downed power line and you must
exit due to fire or another threat-
ening situation:

m Do not touch your vehicle and
the ground at the same time
with any part of your body or
clothing.

m Open the door to your vehicle
without touching the metal
door frame.

m Jump out of the vehicle with
both feet together and so both
feet land at the same time.

m Shuffle away so that the toe of
one foot shuffles forward
along the length of the other
foot, ensuring that both feet
are in constant contact and al-
ways touching the ground.

• If someone comes in contact with
a downed power line or some-

thing else that has become elec-
trified, immediately call 911.

• Never touch someone who has
come in contact with a power
line. He or she is also energized
and poses a danger to anyone
who comes in contact with him
or her.

• Remember power lines don’t
have to fall in order to be danger-
ous. Always call 811 before you
dig and keep yourself and your
equipment at least 10 feet from
overhead power lines.

Be careful around downed power lines

In the event of an accident involving a utility pole, please remember
that downed power lines can be deadly. ALWAYS assume a downed
line is live, and avoid going near it or anything in contact with it. Call
911 or your local SVEC office. 
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Dwight Bryant is a home-
town boy at heart and not
your typical CEO. His
most recent business, Pro-

logue Fire Logs in Whitwell, came
about not from a desire to make more
money but from the desire to provide
more jobs for the people of his home-
town — as a way to give back to the
community that gave him his start.

A Whitwell native, Bryant began
his career as an apprentice machinist
with Combustion Engineering in
Chattanooga in the boom days of the
Tennessee Valley Authority’s nuclear
power program. When TVA began to
downsize the program and the work
dried up, Bryant was offered a man-
agement job as a machinist foreman
in Virginia. He followed the work
and stayed with the company a few
years until the opportunity arose for
him to go into business for himself,
starting Innovated Machine and Tool
Company in Newport News, Vir-
ginia, 31 years ago. The business has
grown into one of the most highly au-
tomated metal fabrication businesses
in the United States and is so suc-
cessful that it no longer needs a sales
staff — its reputation is such that
customers seek Innovated Machine
and Tool out based on its production
reputation. 

So how did Bryant, a successful
entrepreneur with a background as a
machinist, end up back home in
Whitwell making extruded fire logs? 

“I guess I just felt guilty,” Bryant
said. “I came back home for a family
reunion a few years ago and listened
to everyone talking about how bad
the local economy was and how there
were practically no jobs available lo-
cally. I thought about the number of
people my company in Virginia em-
ploys, and I began to feel bad that I
couldn’t help the people in my home-
town. 

“When I got back to Virginia, I
told my children, who are now man-
aging the business there, about the
situation. They talked it over and
suggested that I go back home to
Whitwell and start up a new business
that could provide good jobs for local
people.”

The idea for the Prologue fire logs
came from a challenge from the
mayor of Newport News to help find
a remedy for the city’s leaf collection
and disposal problem. After doing
some research in his area of expertise
— machines and automation —
Bryant found a piece of equipment in
England that could, with heat and
compression, extrude fire logs from
leaves and other biomass.

Prologue is not currently using
leaves to produce logs. The company
has partnered with another local in-
dustry, the Seymour West Link Handle
factory, to recycle hickory sawdust
and shavings — byproducts of handle-
making — as the raw materials for fire
logs. Five percent of the recycled saw-
dust is used to fuel the furnace that
provides the extreme heat for the ex-
trusion process. Since Prologue Fire
Logs utilize biomass that would have
otherwise gone to waste or possibly
taken up valuable space in the landfill,
they are a truly “green” product.

Because of the extreme heat and
compression of the manufacturing
process, the logs burn at a hotter tem-
perature than regular firewood, do not
spark and create very little smoke.
They contain no chemicals or glues,
which makes them perfect for cook-
ing. They can be used in a grill,
smoker, wood stove, fire pit or camp-
fire. When broken into smaller pieces,
the logs can be used like charcoal bri-
quettes. 

Another selling point for the kiln-
dried logs is that they are insect- and
fungus-free. This makes them the
safest choice for use in state and na-
tional parks that now prohibit bringing
firewood from other areas in an effort
to reduce the risk of widespread infes-
tations of non-native, invasive species

Truckloads of sawdust, a byproduct
from a local hickory handle manu-
facturing plant, provide the raw ma-
terials for Prologue Fire Logs. The
logs, produced through an extrusion
process involving extreme heat and
compression, are insect- and fun-
gus-free — perfect for cooking and
for use in regulated camping areas.

The company with the community at heart
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of insects that can bring disease and destruction to native
forests.

Currently the logs are available locally at many area Ace
Hardware stores, a few other Whitwell and Chattanooga area
businesses and online from Amazon. 

“Amazon has really been good for business; however, we
are working to connect with other large distributors to expand
our market,” Bryant said. “Getting our product out to a much
larger audience would be a huge step in getting the business
where we want it.”

In order to accommodate the increase in production that
would be needed to meet the demands of wider distribution,
Prologue is in the process of becoming fully automated, which
will allow for a much larger daily output and will require more
employees. 

“We haven’t yet created as many jobs as anticipated,”
Bryant said. “We currently have a staff of five; however, I
hope to bring it up to the projected 20 to 25 employees with
wider marketing and distribution.” 

“We have been working with local high schools to give the
students an idea of some of the possibilities that are available
to them after graduation,” Bryant said. “Employers need a
well-trained workforce, but I don’t think we are doing enough
to help train workers. The schools need to know what skills
we are looking for in our employees, and I think students need
to see how the things they’re learning in school connect to
jobs in the real world. We can do that by becoming more in-
volved in vocational training.”

The Prologue manufacturing facility, which was begun in
August of 2013, is located in the new Valley View Centre In-

dustrial Park developed by Bryant as another way to facilitate
economic growth in Whitwell. While Prologue is currently the
only occupant of the industrial park, Bryant is working to at-
tract more businesses and more jobs.

“I talk it up to everyone I can, trying to bring in more in-
dustry,” Bryant said. “Industrial recruitment is a lot like fish-
ing: If you keep throwing out lines, you’re bound to get a
bite.”

It is business leaders like Bryant who make decisions that
promote economic development and who care for our com-
munities that make this area “Co-op Strong.”

Plant manager Sonny Chiarello shows a log literally “hot
off the line.” The extruded logs come out in long pieces
that are cut to the proper length for packaging.
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Prologue CEO, Dwight Bryant created the business with the goal of creating jobs in his hometown — a way of giving
back to the community that gave him a start that led to a highly successful career as an entrepreneur in the metal
fabrication industry. 

“We have a lot of good people here.
You have to have good people to have
a good business.”

— Dwight Bryant, CEO 
Innovated Machine and Tool Company

and Prologue Fire Logs
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The words above may be from Dr. Suess, but they also
could be used to describe the idea behind Dolly Par-

ton’s Imagination Library launched in 1995. Parton’s goal
was to foster a love of reading and learning among the pre-
school children and their families in her “Tennessee Moun-
tain Home,” Sevier County. The program was set up to
mail each enrolled child one high-quality, age-appropriate
book directly to his or her home — each month from birth
to age 5. She wanted children to be excited about books
and feel the magic that books can create as they introduce

the children to all “the places they can go.” It was also im-
portant to Parton that every child have these books regard-
less of the family’s income. 

The program became so popular that in 2000, Parton
made it available to any community willing to partner with
her and provide local support. Currently all four counties
in the Sequachee Valley Electric Cooperative service area
are participating in the program. Each county has a local
coordinator and a different organization that is in charge of
fundraising and administering the program. Presently,

more than 2,400 children in the SVEC service area are re-
ceiving a book each month.

Parents or legal guardians of children under 5 can enroll
their youngsters by contacting their local coordinators or
online at www.imaginationlibrary.com where they will be
directed to their local affiliates. Suzanne Spicer, chairman
of the Sequatchie County program, reminds parents, “If the
mailing address for the child and family
changes, it is

Arkeeme McKinney and his daughter, Ariyah, read together at
the Hemlock Head Start center in South Pittsburg. All of the chil-
dren in the Head Start program are enrolled in the Imagination
Library, making Head Start the program’s largest local recruit-
ing agency. 

A United Way volunteer reads to children at a literacy event at the
Hemlock Head Start Center in South Pittsburg.

“You’re never too old, too wacky, too wild, to
pick up a book and read to a child.”

— Dr. Suess

From left, Tennessee First Lady Crissy Haslam, Governor’s Books from

Birth Foundation President Theresa Carl, Sequatchie County Imagina-

tion Library Chairman Suzanne Spicer and Governor’s Books from

Birth Vice President Dean Hoskins, make presentations during the 2014

Sequatchie County celebration of the10th anniversary of Dolly Par-

ton’s Imagination Library launch in Tennessee.

“The more that you read, the more things you
will know. The more that you learn, the more
places you’ll go.”

— Dr. Suess

‘Oh, the places you’ll go!’ — with the Imagination  
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“Reading aloud to children is the
most important thing parents can
do to prepare their children for
school and to help them be success-
ful once they are in school. Imagina-
tion Library helps build a lifelong
love of reading by giving families
high-quality books that children will
enjoy for years to come.”

— Kristy Shockley, coordinator, Bled-
soe County Imagination Library

important to notify your program coordina-
tor as soon as possible. That will avoid hav-
ing the child miss books; the post office
cannot forward them. It also prevents these
valuable books from being disposed of
when they cannot be delivered.” 

Since each local program must raise
matching funds, donations are always
needed and welcome. Sequachee Valley
Electric Cooperative’s round-up program,
SVECares, recently approved a grant of
$500 to each of the four county programs in
our service area.

If you are not already participating in the
SVECares program, please consider joining
to make a difference in someone’s life. It is
this spirit of giving and concern for commu-
nity that make SVEC and the communities
we serve Co-op Strong!

“Unless someone like you cares a
whole awful lot, nothing is going to
get better. It’s not.”

— Dr. Suess

“Of all the programs the Rotary Club
sponsors in support of children and
families, I believe the Imagination Li-
brary is the single most important.”

— Judi Brown,
Grundy County Rotary Club
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  Library and SVECares Local Imagination Library affiliates
Bledsoe County 
Kristy Shockley, coordinator; kristyshockley@K12tn.net
P.O. Box 369, Pikeville TN 37367 — 423-447-2914
Contact Rita Mercer at 423-447-7438 to register a child.

Grundy County 
Grundy County Health Department/Rotary Service Fund
Lynn James, coordinator; lynn.james@tn.gov 
P.O. Box 43, Altamont, TN 37301 — 931-692-3641

Marion County 
United Way of Greater Chattanooga
P.O. Box 4027, Chattanooga, TN 37405 — 423-752-0300
Cara Woodall; carawoodall@uwchatt.org 

Sequatchie County
Suzanne Spicer, chairman; sspicer@bledsoe.net
227 Cherry St., Dunlap, TN 37327 — 423-488-2860

You can also register your child or make a donation by contact-
ing your local affiliate or visiting www.imaginationlibrary.com.
You must be the parent or legal guardian to enroll your child. 

Don’t forget that summer reading programs at the local libraries
are a great way to get children of all ages reading. 

Summer reading and/or story hour programs
Bledsoe County Public Library
478 Cumberland Ave., Pikeville — 423-447-2817
Sequatchie County Public Library
227 Cherry St., Dunlap — 423-949-2357
Beene-Pearson Public Library
208 Elm Ave., South Pittsburg — 423-837-6513
Jasper Public Library
14 W. Second St., Jasper — 423-942-3369
Orena Humphrey Public Library
1130 Main St., Whitwell — 423-658-6134
May Justus Memorial Library
24 Dixie Lee Ave., Monteagle — 931-924-2638
Altamont Public Library
1433 Main St., Altamont — 931-692-2457
Beersheba Public Library
19683 State Route 56, Beersheba Springs — 931-692-3029
Palmer Public Library
2115 Main St., Palmer — 931-779-5292
Tracy City Public Library
50 Main St., Tracy City — 931-592-9714
Coalmont Public Library
7426 State Route 56, Coalmont — 931-592-9373

SVEC MAY 2016.qxp_18_SVEC_0516_  4/14/16  9:05 AM  Page 25



26       The Tennessee Magaz ine

Harvers attend leadership conference

Roy and Katie Harver of Dunlap
were sponsored by Sequachee

Valley Electric Cooperative to par-
ticipate in the Young Leaders Con-
ference Feb. 26 and 27 in Franklin.
The Harvers joined more than 300
others from across the state for the
annual weekend of motivational,
recreational and educational seg-
ments. This year’s event covered a
variety of subjects aimed at educat-
ing leaders about cooperatives and
agricultural issues and strengthening
their leadership skills. 

The Tennessee Council of Coop-
eratives (TCC) co-sponsors the con-
ference with Tennessee Farm
Bureau Federation’s Young Farmers
and Ranchers organization. SVEC is
a member of TCC, an organization
composed of a variety of coopera-
tives across the state. 

Love family movie night?
Then protect your entertainment system
with surge protection from SVEC.

Free installation through June 30 — a $30 value!

Visit www.svalleyec.com or call your local SVEC office for information.

One Sequachee Valley
Electric Cooperative
member who correctly
answers the trivia ques-

tion below will be awarded a set of
fire logs donated by Prologue, a fire
pit, outdoor cooking tools and the in-
gredients for s’mores. The answer
will be found by reading this SVEC
news section.

Send the answer by postcard or
email (no phone calls, please). Mail
entries to SVEC — Co-op Strong
Trivia; P.O. Box 31, South Pitts-
burg, TN 37380. Or you can email
memberservices@svalleyec.com.
Entries must be postmarked or re-
ceived by Tuesday, May 31. One
winner selected from a random
drawing of the correct entries will be
named in SVEC’s section of the July
issue of The Tennessee Magazine. 

Thank you to all those who en-
tered the March contest. The correct
answer to the question, “In what year
did Hubbard Farms break ground on
the hatchery in Pikeville?” is “1995.”
Congratulations to Melanie Hunt,
whose correct answer was drawn as
the winner of a handmade egg basket
crafted by Bledsoe County artist
Janet M. Stewart.

Co-op Strong 
trivia contest

Correctly answer the trivia question below,
and you could win this outdoor cooking kit
that includes a fire pit, set of Prologue Fire
Logs and s’mores ingredients.

May Co-op Strong trivia question:

What raw material is used to
make Prologue Fire Logs?

SVEC senior system arborist Roy Harver and
wife Katie recently represented the coopera-
tive at the annual Young Leaders Conference
sponsored by the Tennessee Council of Coop-
eratives and Tennessee Farm Bureau.
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Tennessee Valley
Electric Cooperative
590 Florence Road
Savannah, TN 38372
731-925-4916
866-925-4916
www.tvec.com

District Office
123 N. High St.
Waynesboro, TN 38485
931-722-5441

Office Hours
Monday through Friday
8 a.m.-4:45 p.m.

Board of Directors
Paul Jaggars (District 2)

— President
Haskel Jerrolds (District 3)

— Secretary-Treasurer
William Howard III

(District 5)
Judy May (District 1)
Kevin Robertson

(District 6)
Kevin Staggs (District 4)
Wilbur Storey (District 2)

George G. Gray — 
Attorney

General Manager
Gerald Taylor
Director of Finance and
Accounting
Bob Laden
Director of Operations,
Savannah
Ronnie Wilkerson
Director of Operations,
Waynesboro
Eddie Berry
Director of Member 
Services and Safety
Don Doran
Purchasing Agent
Tony Polk

There is a children’s book titled
“Safety 1st, Safety Always.”
As you can imagine, it encom-
passes many of the traditional

safety lessons parents should
teach their children.

We drill youngsters about
safety from an early age
because we know how
important it is to protect
ourselves and those we care
about. In the spirit of May
being National Electrical
Safety Month, let’s take a
look at how electric
cooperatives have been
stepping up to the plate when
it comes to safety.

Up until 2007, there was
an alarming national trend among
electric co-ops that the number of “lost-
time” accidents was increasing. Lost
time is defined as anything resulting in
an employee missing time at work; these
accidents can range from a sprained
ankle to the ultimate tragedy of a
fatality.

This is why Federated Rural Electric
Insurance Exchange, which insures the
vast majority of electric co-ops
nationwide, initiated a campaign called
Culture of Safety to create a much
greater awareness about safety issues
among all electric co-ops. 

Through the use of strategy labs
across the country, Federated brought
together co-op CEOs and general
managers, operations supervisors, safety
directors and linemen to better
understand how each group viewed
safety. In doing so, differences in
perceptions regarding safety within
cooperatives were identified, allowing
for much-needed conversations and
evaluations of how to raise awareness
and improve local safety cultures. The

Speak Up, Listen Up program is
designed to empower anyone who sees a
potentially unsafe situation to “speak
up” and encourages everyone to “listen

up” to these concerns. The
results have been dramatic,
with a more than 30-percent
decline in the number of
accidents over the past nine
years. 

Tennessee Valley Electric
Cooperative participated in
Speak Up, Listen Up,
encouraging employees at all
levels to share strengths and
weaknesses of our safety
efforts during the
information-gathering period
of the campaign. The survey

results served as a catalyst for TVEC to
develop a strong Safety Committee that
has promoted the “Culture of Safety”
throughout the cooperative’s operations. 

As an electric co-op member, you,
too, have a role. If you see any potential
dangerous situations or practices, you
should report them as soon as possible
to TVEC.

Implementation and success of the
Culture of Safety program demonstrate a
very important point: If we are
intentional about our actions, we can,
indeed, change the culture in our
organizations. The same is true for our
families, our teams and any groups to
which we may belong.

We also know that living our
cooperative principles and values is
equally important. We have the best
business model because it puts you, the
member-owner, at the center of our
efforts.

We look forward to being your safe
electricity provider and energy adviser
long into the future. For more
information, visit www.tvec.com.

Electric co-ops
and a ‘Culture of Safety’

Gerald Taylor
General Manager,
Tennessee Valley

Electric Cooperative
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Members take co-op message 
to legislators 

Directors and staff
from Tennessee
Valley Electric Co-
operative were

among more than 200 electric
co-op leaders in Nashville on
Monday and Tuesday, March 7
and 8, for the Tennessee Elec-
tric Cooperative Association’s
2016 Legislative Conference.
TVEC directors Judy May,
Wilbur Storey, William (Bill)
Howard and Haskel Jerrolds
joined General Manager Ger-
ald L. Taylor Jr. in meetings
with legislators on Capitol Hill
to help them better understand
electric cooperatives and the issues that impact
rural and suburban Tennessee. 

House Speaker Beth Harwell welcomed the
group to Nashville. “You serve 71 percent of our
state and 2.5 million Tennesseans,” she said. “We
recognize the impact you have on our state.”

Tennessee’s electric cooperatives maintain a
visible presence in Nashville and Washington,
D.C., to protect the interests of co-op members.
“We are here to give a voice to rural Tennesseans,”
said David Callis, CEO of the Tennessee Electric
Cooperative Association (TECA). “We must tell the
electric cooperative story and educate lawmakers
about the impact of proposed legislation.”

“Decisions made in Nashville can have serious
consequences for our co-op, our members and the
communities we serve,” said Taylor. “We have a
responsibility to our members to see that their
voice is heard.”

Attendees reminded legislators that co-ops are
not-for-profit, member-owned and -regulated
private businesses that impact rural and suburban
Tennessee in many ways.

Visits focused on specific legislation that impacts
co-ops and the communities they serve. Co-op
leaders expressed support for a bill that allows
electric co-ops to provide broadband Internet
service.

“We serve the areas with the greatest need for
broadband,” said Mike Knotts, TECA vice
president of government affairs. “We have a role to
play in bringing high-speed connectivity to rural
Tennessee.”

Co-ops also voiced their support of legislation that
modernizes the tax code for cooperatives and
discussed the impact of the recent Supreme Court
decision to halt implementation of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Clean Power Plan.

“Educated and informed legislators are necessary
for us to provide low-cost, reliable power, and our
members make a powerful impression when they
come to Nashville,” said Knotts. More than 100
legislative visits were made during the conference,
and dozens of legislators from across the state
attended a reception honoring members of the
Tennessee General Assembly.

Delegates from Pickwick Electric Cooperative and Tennessee Valley Electric
Cooperative visit Rep. David Byrd. From left are Rep. Byrd; James Martin, PEC; Judy
May, Wilbur Storey, William Howard III, Gerald Taylor and Haskel Jerrolds, TVEC;
and John Bowers, Harold Finley, John Roberts and Billy Surratt, PEC.
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Anna Grace Blackburn of
Frank Hughes High
School and Peyton
Ewoldt of Hardin

County High School were sponsored
by Tennessee Valley Electric Cooper-
ative to attend the annual Youth
Leadership Summit hosted by the
Tennessee Electric Cooperative As-
sociation in Nashville. In all, 46 teens
assembled at the Millennium
Maxwell House Hotel this year for
leadership-building programming.
The 2016 theme was “Small Towns,
Big Ideas,” A variety of activities
were planned over three days for
these young men and women to
enjoy as well as educate them in
ways to be strong leaders in their communities.

TVEC’s students left for Nashville on Monday,
March 21, chaperoned by co-op employee Steven
Turnbow, arriving in Nashville for a 2 p.m.
registration. After placing their luggage in their rooms,
it was up to the Crown Ballroom for a “meet-and-
greet” session with the other students. At 3:30, they

boarded buses and traveled to Bridgestone Arena
where they were given an exclusive behind-the-scenes
tour by Mickey Hock of the Nashville Predators
hockey organization. Students then gathered in one of
the many meeting rooms for leadership-building
activities conducted by cooperative employees and
Amy Gallimore. After activities were complete, they
enjoyed a hockey game between the Nashville
Predators and Los Angeles Kings before boarding
buses to return to the hotel for the night. 

Tuesday began early with a 6:15 a.m. breakfast in
preparation for a 7:30 departure to visit the State
Capitol. Upon arriving, students gathered in the House
Chambers for a “town-hall meeting” with several
legislators from across the state. They then debated
and passed a mock bill before taking tours of the
historic Capitol building and then sitting in on
committee meetings where true bills were being
debated by senators and representatives in the process

Local youth enjoy
2016 Youth Leadership Summit

Avoid placing lamps
or TV sets near your
room air-condition-
ing thermostat. The
thermostat senses
heat from these appli-
ances, which can
cause the air condi-
tioner to run longer
than necessary.

From left, Rep. David Byrd, students Anna Grace Blackburn and Peyton
Ewoldt and TVEC’s Steven Turnbow meet in front of the State Capitol during
the 2016 Youth Leadership Summit.
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of passing legislation. Students then met their local
legislators for pictures in front of the Capitol. After a
group photo, it was back on the bus to the hotel for a
change of clothes and trip to YMCA Camp
Widjiwagan. 

The Job Training and Safety organization conducted
a safety demonstration after lunch. YMCA staff led the
students in several team-building exercises to promote
cooperation and critical thinking and then took them
through the camp’s zipline course. Dinner followed at
Dave & Buster’s, where participants were allowed a
little more fun time before being addressed by Sgt.
Michael Morgan of the Tennessee Highway Patrol.
Sgt. Morgan is the head of the Tennessee Executive
Protection Detail, which is the security for the Capitol
and its grounds. Then the group was addressed by Ms.
Tennessee Hannah Robison, who gave an inspiring
talk, urging the students to leave their comfort zones
and try new things. The speakers spent time meeting
the students, and Ms. Tennessee signed autographs
before the group returned to the hotel for lights out.

Wednesday saw another early start with breakfast at
7:30 a.m. followed by speeches and activities
presented by co-op chaperones. Students listened

while Shane Bunch
talked about choices
and their
consequences, and the
Energy Battle game
show pitted teams of
students against each
other. Another activity
tasked attendees with
forming their own co-
ops and dealing with
operational issues
electric cooperatives
face every day,
including buying and
selling goods to keep the cooperative going.

Over the course of three days, these young men and
women enjoyed great experience to not only better
themselves but the communities where they live as
well. Both Anna Grace and Peyton expressed how
much they enjoyed the trip and said they hated that it
had to come to an end. But they said they learned a lot
at the Youth Leadership Summit that they could use
for life.

Tennessee Valley Electric
Cooperative YLS attendee
Anna Grace Blackburn
prepares for her turn on the
zipline at Nashville’s YMCA
Camp Widjiwagan.

Cut water use, save energy

The water company uses electricity to purify
water and pump it through your pipes. You
use electricity to heat water for showering,
washing dishes and doing laundry.

You can save energy—and your energy dollars—
by conserving water at home. 

First, buy water-saving, low-flow toilets and
showerheads when it’s time to replace your old ones.
Look for the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s WaterSense label on products that meet
performance and efficiency standards. These
typically save at least 20 percent more water than
comparable products.

For additional water savings:

• Rig your lawn sprinkler to a timer and cut the length
of watering after it rains and when the weather
cools. 

• Find out how much water each plant in your garden
needs. Over-watering certain types of plants can kill
them. 

• Invest in a swimming pool cover. It will keep heat in
your pool and prevent water evaporation. 

• Sweep your driveway instead of hosing it off.
• Don’t do laundry until you have a full load of

clothes. Even smaller cycles waste energy and water
compared to full, large loads. 

• Run the dishwasher only when it’s full. Keep a bowl
of soapy water in the sink for quick dishwashing. 
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Despite being catego-
rized as leisure activi-
ties, swimming and
boating can quickly

become dangerous. While water-
safety behaviors such as wearing
life jackets and maintaining safe
boating speeds have become
commonplace, a serious hazard
often remains overlooked. This
silent killer, classified as electric
shock drowning, occurs in fresh
water when a typically low-level
alternating current passes through
the body, causing muscular paral-
ysis and eventually leading to
drowning. 

According to Brett Brenner,
president of the Electrical Safety
Foundation International (ESFI),
“Although there are reported
incidents every year, there is a
lack of awareness about the
dangers of electric shock
drowning.”

A 21-year-old Illinois man died
in 2015 when touching a dock
ladder at the Lake of the Ozarks in
Missouri. Additionally, there were
at least two fatalities in Kentucky
in 2013 and a pair of deaths in
both Missouri and Tennessee
during the Fourth of July holiday
in 2012. Each of these victims was
under the age of 13. Further,
electric shock drowning deaths are
usually recorded as drowning
because victims show no signs of
burns, so many instances remain
undocumented. 

While a lack of awareness
persists about the dangers of
electric shock drowning, positive

strides are being taken to combat
the problem. In Tennessee, state
legislators in 2014 passed the
Noah Dean and Nate Act, which
protects state residents from
electric shock injuries and
drowning deaths near marinas and
boat docks. The bill is named in
memory of 10-year-old Noah
Dean Winstead and 11-year-old
Nate Lynam, who died from

electrical injuries they suffered on
July 4, 2012, at a marina in
Tennessee. Jessica Winstead,
Noah Dean’s mother, was the
driving force behind the bill, the
result of her tireless crusade to
prevent similar tragedies from
occurring. 

Under the Noah Dean and Nate
Act, Tennessee marinas must
install ground fault protection,

ESFI warns public about the dangers
of electric shock drowning

TVEC MAY 2016.qxp_22_TVEC_0516_  4/13/16  5:32 PM  Page 24



May 2016       25

post notices about the danger of electrical leakage
into waters surrounding a marina and undergo a
safety inspection conducted by the state fire marshal
between Jan. 1, 2015, and Dec. 31, 2017, and every
five years thereafter. The law went into effect April
1, 2015. A similar law was passed in West Virginia
in 2013 three years after Michael Cunningham died
at the age of 15 as well as in Arkansas in 2012 after
several electrocutions near docks there and in
surrounding states. 

The 2011 National Electrical Code addresses the
dangers in marinas and boatyards by requiring the
main overcurrent protective device to be GFCI-
protected. However, this only applies to installations
and inspections, which are recommended annually
but not enforced. 

Protect yourself and your loved ones from the risk
of electric shock drowning and common boat
electrical hazards with these handy tips from ESFI:
• Don’t allow yourself or anyone else to swim near

docks. Avoid entering the water when launching or
loading your boat. 

• Always maintain a distance of at least 10 feet
between your boat and nearby power lines.

• If you feel a tingle while swimming, the water may
be electrified. Get out as soon as possible, avoiding
the use of metal objects such as ladders. 

• Have your boat’s electrical system inspected and
upgraded by a certified marine electrician who is
familiar with National Fire Protection Association
Codes: NFPA 303 and NFPA 70. 

• Have GFCIs installed on your boat, and test them
once a month.

• Consider having equipment leakage circuit
interrupters (ELCIs) installed on boats to protect
nearby swimmers from potential electricity leakage
into water surrounding your boat.

• Only use shore or marine power cords, plugs,
receptacles and extension cords that have been
tested by Underwriters Laboratories (UL),
Canadian Standards Association (CSA) or Intertek
(ETL). 

• Never use cords that are frayed or damaged or
that have had the prongs removed or altered. 

• Never stand or swim in water when turning off
electrical devices or switches. 

• Electric shock drowning can also occur in
swimming pools, hot tubs and spas. Have an
electrician inspect and upgrade your pool, spa or
hot tub in accordance with applicable local codes
and the National Electrical Code.
For ESFI’s complete collection of boating and

marina safety resources, visit www.esfi.org. 

The Electrical Safety Foundation International
(ESFI) is dedicated exclusively to promoting
electrical safety in the home and the workplace.
ESFI proudly sponsors National Electrical Safety
Month each May and engages in public education
campaigns throughout the year to prevent
electrical fires, injuries, and fatalities. To learn more
about ESFI and electrical safety, visit www.esfi.org.

Protect your family by eliminating safety threats

May is Electrical Safety Month, and that’s
a good time to consider having your
home’s electrical wiring updated. Ac-
cording to the Consumer Product Safety

Commission (CPSC), the top causes of electrical fires
are aging wiring, extension cords that are in permanent
use (for which they’re not designed), large appliances
that are plugged into circuits that can’t handle the load
and misused surge protectors.

Aside from starting fires, faulty wiring can
electrocute someone in your home. In fact, CPSC
says electrocutions associated with wiring cause
hundreds of deaths each year — and more than
140,000 fires.

Here are some tips:
• Even if you know how to operate an electrical

device, read the instructions so you’re sure you use
it safely.

• Replace damaged electrical equipment or have it
repaired by a professional.

• Don’t overload power strips, cords and surge
suppressors. Know how much they can handle.

• To avoid overloading your home’s circuits, don’t
plug too many devices into one circuit.

• Install ground-fault circuit interrupters in the
kitchen, bathrooms, laundry room and garage —
wherever you might find yourself working near
water.
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Better technology has
been making your elec-
tricity more reliable
every year. But long-

standing troublemakers from
lightning to squirrels still knock
our lights out occasionally. In the
last few years, less-expensive and
more-sophisticated meters and
monitoring systems can detect
outages faster than ever.

“We’re far more automated
than we were a decade ago,” says
Tony Thomas, principal engineer
at the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association. “We don’t have to wait for someone to
call and say they’re without power. Smart meters can
identify affected areas during outages, allowing for
faster power restoration for members.”

The amount of time a typical consumer is without
power during a year is down to less than two hours,
according to a benchmarking report from the
Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engineers.
That’s a 20-percent decline from 2011 to 2014, the
latest year in the study.

Thomas says some causes of
power outages are hard to
eliminate. Those include
lightning strikes, equipment
failure, trees falling on power
lines, people driving into utility
poles, snakes touching wires and
squirrels.

“Squirrels are a pain,” Thomas
says. “They eat insulation.”

And in case you want to know
how much of a pain squirrels can
be, check out the website
cybersquirrel1.com, which

features a map of all power outages caused by
squirrels. You can scan the world, search by month or
year for the incidents caused by squirrels or other
animals and click through to news accounts of the
details. For example, the site reports 10 squirrel-
caused outages in the U.S. in January. Those
involved squirrels getting into substations and
transformers, touching live wires and ground wires
and tripping circuit breakers.

As technology advances and reliability improves,
we will do our best to prevent outages so you can

enjoy the safe, reliable and
affordable power you depend on. 

Paul Wesslund writes on
cooperative issues for the
National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association, the
Arlington, Va.-based service arm
of the nation’s 900-plus
consumer-owned, not-for-profit
electric cooperatives.

Smarter meters are reducing outage times
Now if only we could train squirrels to stay away from utility equipment
By Paul Wesslund

Technology has improved electricity
reliability — from smart meters
that can send outage and power
quality information to central
information monitoring systems,
known as SCADA (Supervisory
Control and Data Acquisition)
systems.

While electric reliability is improving,
many causes of power outages like
lightning strikes are tough to solve.
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TENNESSEE TODAY Manager’s Viewpoint

When was the last time you
voted? As member-
owned electric coopera-
tives, voting is already in

our DNA. By holding membership
meetings, it’s how we main-
tain electric utilities that are
responsive to your needs.
But voting also plays a cru-
cial part in our representa-
tive democracy. Federal,
state and local elections
offer opportunities to exer-
cise a civic responsibility —
to select the best leaders for
our communities.

Yet in places all over
America, even those served
by electric cooperatives, citi-
zens aren’t exercising that
right.

In the 2012 national elections, voter
turnout dropped overall, but the decline
in rural counties was 18 percent —
twice that of the nation as a whole. 

And when voters miss the chance to
vote, they also lose the opportunity to
communicate their concerns to our lead-
ers about the issues that matter to us
where we work, live and raise families.

Reliable electricity, access to rural
broadband and the quality of our health-
care system are just a few issues we all
care about. Still, they only become pri-
orities if enough people show elected of-
ficials that their constituents are paying
attention. Registering to vote and voting
are the most effective ways to send this
message. 

When we go to the polls with the co-
operative principle of “Concern for
Community” in mind, we instantly im-
prove our political system. It’s a system
designed to produce a government “of
the people, by the people and for the
people.” 

I’d like you to join me in a new initia-
tive to get every eligible person regis-
tered to vote — you, me and our
families and friends — and take the
pledge to become a Co-op Voter!

Tennessee’s electric coop-
eratives are launching a cam-
paign to help get out the vote
and ensure that issues impor-
tant to co-ops are included in
the public discussion. Co-ops
Vote is a nonpartisan initia-
tive to boost voter turnout in
areas served by cooperatives
across the country so our
voices are heard loud and
clear every day — and espe-
cially on Election Day. 

Here’s how you can help:
Visit vote.coop and take the
pledge to become a Co-op

Voter to support your community and
electric cooperative when casting your
vote in 2016. The website will give you
information on your elected officials
and candidates, the voter registration
process, election dates and locations and
background about eight key co-op issues
we want our elected leaders to under-
stand: rural broadband access, hiring
and honoring veterans, low-income en-
ergy assistance, cybersecurity, water
regulation, rural healthcare access, af-
fordable and reliable energy and renew-
able energy.

If you’re not registered to vote, it’s ur-
gent that you do so by Tuesday, July 5,
to be able to vote in primaries and many
local elections. It’s easy to do and only
takes a few minutes. You can access
links to register to vote online at
vote.coop.

It’s critically important that we in-
crease rural voter participation in na-
tional, state and local elections. Please
let your rural voice be heard! 

David Callis
General Manager,
Tennessee Electric 

Cooperative
Association

Become a Co-op Voter

TN_Today_0516.qxp_TECA_0516_004  4/13/16  7:09 PM  Page 4



or many patients with macular
degeneration and other vision-
related conditions, the loss of
central visual detail also signals
the end to one of the last

bastion of independence:  driving.
A Lebanon optometrist, Dr. John Pino, is
using miniaturized telescopes that are
mounted in glasses to help people who
have lost vision from macular
degeneration and other eye conditions.

“Some of my patients consider me
the last stop for people who have vision
loss,” said Dr. Pino, one of only a few
doctors in the world who specialize in
fitting bioptic telescopes to help those
who have lost vision due to macular
degeneration, diabetic retinopathy, and
other debilitating eye diseases.

Imagine a pair of glasses that can
improve your vision enough to change
your life. If you’re a low vision patient,
you’ve probably not only imagined them,
but have been searching for them. Bioptic
telescopes may be the breakthrough in
optical technology that will give you the
independence you’ve been looking for.
Patients with vision in the 20/200 range
can many times be improved to 20/50 or
better.

Macular degeneration is the leading
cause of blindness and vision loss in
people over 50. Despite this, most adults

are not familiar with the condition. As
many as 25% of those over the age of 50
have some degree of macular
degeneration. The macula is only one
small part of the retina; however, it is the
most sensitive and gives us sharp central
vision. When it degenerates, macular
degeneration leaves a blind spot right in
the center of vision, making it difficult or
impossible to recognize faces, read a
book, or pass the driver’s vision test.

Nine out of 10 people who have
macular degeneration have the dry form.
New research suggests vitamins can help.
The British medical journal BMC
Ophthalmology recently reported that

56% of patients treated with a high-dose
combination of vitamins experienced
improved vision after six months.
TOZAL Comprehensive Eye Health
Formula is now available by prescription
from eye doctors.

While age is the most significant
risk factor for developing the disease,
heredity, smoking, cardiovascular
disease, and high blood pressure have
also been identified as risk factors.
Macular degeneration accounts for 90%
of new legal blindness in the U.S. While
there is currently no cure, promising
research is being done on many fronts.
“My job is to figure out everything and
anything possible to keep a person

functioning, especially driving,” says Dr.
Pino.

When Elaine, 57, of Kingsport, TN,
came to see Dr. Pino she wanted to keep
her Tennessee driver’s license and was
prescribed bioptic telescopic glasses to
read signs and see traffic lights farther
away. Dr. Pino also prescribed microsope
glasses for reading newspapers and
menus in restaurants.

As Elaine puts it, “My regular
glasses didn’t help too much – it was like
looking through a fog. These new
telescopic glasses not only allow me to
read signs from a farther distance, but
make driving much easier. I’ve also used
them to watch television so I don’t have
to sit so close. I don’t know why I waited
to do this; I should have come sooner.”

“Bioptic telescopes can cost over
$2,000,” said Dr. Pino, “especially if we
build them with an automatic sunglass.”

“The major benefit of the bioptic
telescope is that the lens automatically
focuses on whatever you’re looking at,”
said Dr. Pino. “It’s like a self-focusing
camera, but much more precise.”

To learn more about bioptic
telescopes or to schedule a consultation
with Dr. Pino, give us a call at 1-855-405-
8800. You can also visit our website at:

www.lowvisiontn.com

For more information and a FREE
telephone consultation, call us today:

Offices located in Lebanon,
Knoxville and Columbia.

1-855-405-8800

John M. Pino, O.D., Ph.D.

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind To SeeTennessee

High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

F
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CO-OP Concerns Manager’s Viewpoint

Most of my friends have heard me
say that government seems to
work best when it is closest to the

people. There is no doubt that your county
commissioner or city council-
man likely has a greater under-
standing of your community’s
needs than does a federal em-
ployee 1,000 miles away. Life in
Alexandria, Virginia, is simply
not the same as life in Alexan-
dria, Tennessee.

This is one of the reasons I
believe state government works
so well. Your state legislators
serve on a part-time basis, taking
time away from their careers and
families to come to Nashville
and make our state’s public pol-
icy. Included among members of
the 109th General Assembly are teachers,
doctors, pastors, insurance agents, farmers,
lawyers, gas station owners, bankers, re-
tirees and even a viticulturist (it’s OK to
look it up: I had to the first time Rep. Bill
Sanderson told me!).

The legislature recently concluded work
for this year and made many important deci-
sions that impact your community.

Rural economic development
When it comes to attracting new industry

and jobs to rural communities, the state has
“put its money where its mouth is.” The
Rural Economic Opportunity Act of 2016
was proposed by Gov. Bill Haslam, and it
gives local leaders numerous new tools to
help grow the economy in the parts of our
state that need it the most. And at a time
when it seems like no one can agree on
much of anything, Rep. Curtis Halford of
Dyer and Sen. Mark Norris of Collierville
deserve accolades for shepherding this bill
to unanimous passage.

Broadband
One of the most pressing issues that af-

fects rural economic development is access
to modern broadband services. As all too
many readers of this magazine understand,
there is a huge difference between the
broadband products that are being offered in
Nashville and what is available at the farm.

Despite the fact that state law restricts your
electric co-op’s ability to provide these serv-
ices, political leaders are increasingly look-
ing to electric co-ops to help solve this

problem.
While no legislation was en-

acted this year, the Department
of Economic and Community
Development and the Tennessee
Advisory Commission on Inter-
governmental Relations are
conducting two separate studies
to better understand what needs
to be done.

Taxes
Your electric co-op is an im-

portant part of your community,
employing many of your neigh-
bors and keeping the lights on.

It is also one of the largest taxpayers in your
town. This revenue helps your community
pay for projects like paving roads, support-
ing its police department and building
schools. This year, we sought to modernize a
70-year-old law to simplify these guidelines. 

Two great friends of co-ops, Sen. Ken
Yager of Kingston and Rep. Art Swann of
Maryville, recognized the importance of the
issue and sponsored the legislation. Fortu-
nately, these men also serve as chairmen of
the initial committees and were able to
guide it toward passage. Sen. Bill Ketron of
Murfreesboro also took a keen interest in the
issue and helped push the legislation
through passage in the Senate. Many thanks
go to all three men who, like their local
electric co-ops, simply sought to “do the
right thing.”

Metering and utility status issues
The first priority of our legislators should

always be “do no harm.” Thankfully, two
proposals that would potentially provide an
unfair advantage to certain electric utility
users were never seriously considered this
legislative session. 

If similar bills surface in the future that
create unfair price structures for certain
types of electric generation or that allow
some producers to skirt their responsibilities
when providing energy for the grid, you can
be sure that your co-op will speak up. 

Your legislature at work

Mike Knotts
Vice President of

Government Affairs
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QUICK LOOK
May 2016

Vintage Base Ball
Page 8
No cussing, no spitting, no
gloves — vintage base ball re-
turns civility and nostalgia to
America’s pastime. 

2016 Home
Improvement Guide
Page 12
Your home’s exterior appearance
— it’s curb appeal — is just as
important as the interior. See our
tips to give your home’s outside
more character.

Events Almanac
Page 30 and tnmagazine.org
There’s no excuse for boredom.
See this month’s calendar for
unique and interesting happen-
ings across Tennessee.

Art and Poetry
Pages 36-38 and tnmagazine.org
Interacting with readers is one of
the most rewarding parts of our
work at The Tennessee Maga-
zine. This month, there are sev-
eral opportunities for you to
share your talents with us.
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compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills,  storage cabinets, chests or carts, 
trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Badland, CoverPro, Daytona, 
Diablo, Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Predator,  Stik-Tek, StormCat, 
Union, Vanguard, Viking.   Not valid on prior purchases. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented.  Valid through 9/1/16. 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 30 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• HarborFreight.com
• 800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy
• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 
9/1/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?
We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 
And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600+ Stores Nationwide.

600+ Stores
Nationwide

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON
SUPER

 

COUPON
SUPER

 

COUPON

Customer Rating
Customer Rating

72" x 80" 
MOVING BLANKET

LOT  66537 shown
69505 /62418

comp at $17 .97 
 $599 

SAVE 
66%

SAVE 
43%

SAVE 
75%

SAVE 
58%

SAVE 
$29

SAVE 
$230

SAVE 
$75

SAVE 
$264

 $6999 
comp at $99

 1.5 HP ELECTRIC 
POLE SAW 

• Extends from 
6 ft. to 8 ft. 10"

SAVE 
40%

comp at $20.26
 $1199 

LOT  95578
69645 /60625 shown

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

Customer Rating

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$73

 1650 PSI 
PRESSURE 

WASHER 
LOT 68333 

 69488 shown

• 1.3 GPM$7654

 $9999 9999 comp at 
$149. 99 

comp at $752.99
 $31999 

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 

AUTOMATIC BRAKE
LOT   61256/60813/61889

68142 shown

SAVE 
$433

$11999 comp at 
$349.99

 26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 
LOT 95659 shown
61634/61952 • 580 lb. 

capacity

WINNER
– Truckin' Magazine

Customer Rating

 LOW-PROFILE 
CREEPER 

• 300 lb. capacity

comp at $79.99

LOT  69262
69094/61916 

2745 shown

 $1999 
Tools sold separately.

19"

40"

 3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT  95275 shown 
60637/61615

comp at $89
 $4999 

 RAPID PUMP®

3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

LOT   69227/62116
62584/62590
68048 shown

 $7999 comp at 
$155.95  

• Weighs 74 lbs.

 $13499 
comp at 
$399

LOT  69684 shown
61776/ 61969/61970

12" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER SAW 

WITH LASER GUIDE

Customer Rating

 LOT 67227  shown
69567/60566/62532

 27 LED PORTABLE 
WORKLIGHT/FLASHLIGHT 

 $299 comp at 
$7.15Batteries 

included.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$79

10 FT. x 20 FT. 
PORTABLE 

CAR CANOPY
LOT 62858/63054/60728/69034 shown

comp at 
$199 $15999 15999

$11999

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

comp at $17.97
 $899 $899

$599

SAVE 
66%

 9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION WRENCH SETS 

SAE
LOT 69043

42304 shown

METRIC
LOT 42305

69044
63171

YOUR CHOICE

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

comp at 
$168.97 $12499 12499

$8999SAVE 
$78

900 PEAK/700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE

 GAS RECREATIONAL GENERATOR
LOT   60338/69381 shown 

LOT  68862/62896  shown

7 FUNCTION 
DIGITAL 

MULTIMETER
LOT 90899 shown

98025/69096

VALUE
 $15 

Customer Rating
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o cussing, no spitting, no gloves. It’s not exactly the
sport we now watch on ESPN, but the Tennessee As-

sociation of Vintage Base Ball (TAOVBB) would like for
us to get back to basics.

Formed in 2012, TAOVBB has grown to 11 teams and
more than 160 players (called “ballists,” in keeping with
the original vernacular).
The league neither re-
cruits nor solicits players,
preferring to make up
rosters from ranks of vol-
unteers who love the
sport, care about its his-
tory and want to see it
grow and succeed. Men
and women alike are in-

vited to participate in today’s vintage games, and women’s
leagues are growing in popularity across the country. Vin-
tage base ball games draw 50 to 300 fans, depending on
the match. 

It’s widely believed that base ball was adapted from the
game of cricket, which was brought over and played by

English settlers. The first
recorded base ball game in
North America was in 1838,
in Beachville, Ontario,
Canada. Tennessee didn’t
see its first game until 1866
when the Cumberland and
Rock City teams of
Nashville played to a small,
curious crowd of onlookers. 

N

Story by Ron Bell • Photographs by Robin Conover

“We promote living history by bringing the 19th century

to life through base ball events that use the rules, equip-

ment, costumes and culture of the 1860s. We provide cul-

tural enrichment and education programs and activities

to youth and adults that emphasize honor, team play, re-

spectful conduct and community pride.”

— From tennesseevintagebaseball.com

THROWBACK rc.qxp_TECA_0516_  4/14/16  3:50 PM  Page 8



In 1860s Amer-
ica, while North and
South were battling over common ground,
a different rivalry was forming as young
boys laid claim to a home base using only
a stick, a ball and their speed to invent a
sport that would delight generations to
come. 

America’s pastime was spelled as two
words in the beginning, but that is perhaps
the smallest change base ball has undergone

David "Happy" Morrison pitches for the Lightfoot
Club of Chattanooga. Underhand pitching was the
norm in 1800s base ball. Vintage “ballists” opt for
accuracy over speed. 

THROWBACK rc.qxp_TECA_0516_  4/14/16  3:50 PM  Page 9



over the years. A little research into the early days of the sport will be a
stark reminder of its transformation. Early reports mention “gentlemanly
conduct” and “respectful play,” while today’s games are rife with fist fights,
foul language and unsportsmanlike conduct. Players are fined and ejected
for doing things their forefathers would have found unconscionable.

Adam “Butter Bean” Alfrey has been a ballist since 2013 and is now
TAOVBB media director. His player name was a recommendation from
friends. Alfrey says, “It’s interesting to read newspaper articles from the
1860s. Opposing teams were greeted at the train station by brass marching
bands and paraded through town with a hero’s welcome. Both teams would
socialize together the night before the game, duke it out on the field the day
of the game and part the following day as respected friends. That kind of at-
titude just doesn’t exist these days — unless you’re at one of our vintage
base ball games.” 

Jeff “Skeeter” Wells agrees: “It is our brand to create a game that is gen-
tlemanly in nature, where civility rules the day.”

Wells, whose sister-in-law casually came up with his player name, saw
his first game of vintage base ball in 2013 at Bicentennial Mall in Nashville.
“I was watching the crowd, and it was amazing. I’m a student of history and
love historic games of all ilk like English longbone and cricket, so this was
a natural fit for me. I was hooked.” 

10       The Tennessee Magaz ine

Left, a Distiller ballist dives for the base while a Lightfoot opponent unsuccessfully at-
tempts an out. Above, Distiller teammates watch during a rare break in the action.
Vintage base ball is known for its good-natured camaraderie, with ballists even cheer-
ing on their opponents and complimenting them on good plays. 

A Lightfoot ballist is at bat as Distiller Rick “Big
Red” Brooks catches. Each vintage bat is hand-

crafted by Smacker Bats of Murfreesboro. The
company has been making bats according to

early base ball specifications for 20 years. 

THROWBACK rc.qxp_TECA_0516_  4/14/16  4:04 PM  Page 10



“We’re looking for people who care about the history and how we play
the game,” says Wells, “We work hard to make it look and feel like 1864
when we take the field.” 

“All kinds of different people play this game,” says Robert “Hamspoon”
Sandberg, whose player name comes from his once using a piece of country
ham as a spoon to eat a bowl of chili when a real spoon could not be found
(true story). “We have construction workers, engineers, park rangers, stay-
at-home dads. We all get together and dress in vintage uniforms and play
this game. It’s incredible.” 

“Our games are faster-paced than modern baseball,” says Wells with a
laugh. “That’s just another reason to see us. Modern baseball gets criticized
for going too slow and taking too long. Our games are over in a couple of
hours.”

To try and keep the experience as authentic as possible, vintage base ball
players will research every detail in the way the game was played and often
focus on the true characters from the early days, players who saw them-
selves not only as athletes but entertainers. 

“We are definitely playing characters out there,” says Sandberg. “I turn
into someone else when the uniform goes on. I take on a different de-
meanor. Even my voice changes.”

Every player has a nickname. If you don’t show up with one, it will be
given to you, which, Wells says, “may not be a good thing, so you want to
pick your own name if you can.”

All the players agree that something magic happens when we combine
community and fun with a healthy dash of history and nostalgia. A sense of
legacy arises, and we feel a connection to our ancestors. Dressed in their
style of clothing and playing a game by their rules can only help them be-
come more real to us — and the past comes alive. 

“I have a 6-year-old son,” says Sandberg. “He comes out and sees a
bunch of adults having a good time, not yelling at each other, and that’s a
big deal. He loves this game. I tried putting a modern baseball glove on him
once, and he said, ‘No, I want to do it like you do it, Daddy.’” 

May 2016       11

Above, even the scorekeeping is done old school as Trapper "Mamas Boy" Haskins fills in
the scoreboard. Above right, the dance of the game is demonstrated by a Stewart’s
Creek Scouts ballist and his Franklin Ferrier opponent. Center right, Jeff “Skeeter” Wells,
seated left, discusses a play with his Stewart’s Creek teammates. Wells is the team’s co-
captain. Below right, in keeping with tradition, ballists ring a bell after tallying a run.

Tennessee’s vintage base ball season is in progress now! Find the team
nearest you and where it will be playing at tennesseevintagebaseball.com.
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You only have one chance to
make a good first impression.
That old saying is true for you

and for your home, too. All too often,
however, homeowners dwell on how
a house looks and feels on the inside
and neglect the outside. A new granite
countertop may add sparkle to your
kitchen, but maintaining your home’s
exterior appearance — its curb appeal
— also is important to your enjoy-
ment of the place where you spend
most of your time and have invested
much of your money. 

According to Lorin Miller, presi-
dent of Miller Custom Exteriors in
Fredericksburg, Ohio, pride of owner-
ship motivates many people to im-
prove their home’s curb appeal. “They
want a house that immediately looks
good when they’re entertaining family
and friends,” says Miller. Other cus-
tomers want to give their home a
fresh, updated appearance. “People
get tired of the way a house looks, but
if they change the siding or install a
cultured stone product, they’ll get a
totally different exterior,” says Miller. 

Located in the heart of Ohio’s
Amish Country, Miller Custom Exte-
riors has been in the home improve-
ment business since 1978. While its
renovation and remodeling projects
are mostly in rural areas and small
towns, the family-owned company
also does jobs in suburban Cleveland
and Columbus. 

“We specialize in ‘Wow!’” says
Miller. “Our goal isn’t just to cover up
the outside of a house but to create
something that stands out. We want to
give a house character.”

Boost curb appeal to revitalize the ways you enjoy your home
Story by Damaine Vonada

This historic Queen Anne home in Medina, Ohio, had its curb 
appeal enhanced by Miller Custom Exteriors through the addition of colorful siding, 
the installation of new metal slate roofs and the replacement of drafty, dilapidated 
windows with energy-efficient ones. (Photo courtesy of Miller Custom Exteriors)
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A few years ago, the work his com-
pany did on a Canton, Ohio, house
earned a Contractor of the Year award
from the National Association of the
Remodeling Industry. The Victorian-era
home’s makeover involved new roof-
ing, siding and windows. “We took the
house back to its original appearance as
much as possible but used modern ma-
terials,” says Miller. “It’s a good exam-
ple of how combining the right colors
and style creates curb appeal.” 

The Canton house is light gray with
burgundy and charcoal gray architec-
tural features, and Miller Custom Exte-
riors installed seamless steel siding on
its walls and vinyl shakes in the gables.
It used similar materials for a recent
historic renovation that transformed a
Medina, Ohio, home from bland to
beautiful. The Queen Anne house now
sports colors of russet red, classic blue,
charcoal gray and almond. 

“Color is an expedient way to add
curb appeal,” notes Miller. “The better
siding products available today have no
issues with darker colors fading, and
there are lots of color choices for siding
and trim pieces. We’re no longer lim-
ited to neutrals like white, beige or
clay.”

But homeowners want more than a
house with a pretty face. Sprucing up
the outside also presents an opportu-
nity to say goodbye to chores like
caulking worn-out windows and paint-
ing old siding. “With so many limita-
tions on everyone’s time today, people
don’t want to spend their free time
maintaining their home’s exterior,”
says Miller. 

Many of Miller’s customers choose
ABC Seamless siding, a galvanized
steel product with a baked-on finish.
“It’s stronger and lasts longer than
vinyl siding,” says Miller. Since each
length is custom-cut on the jobsite,
seamless steel siding fits a house ex-
actly and has no unsightly splices or
gaps. In addition to its durability and
good looks, steel siding is manufac-
tured from recycled material and can be
recycled. “It’s ‘green,’” says Miller,
“and never goes into a landfill.” 

Because it’s relatively inexpensive
and available in numerous colors, fin-
ishes and profiles, vinyl siding has
been America’s No. 1 exterior
cladding for decades. Its quality
varies, however, and thin, cheap vinyl
siding eventually undermines curb ap-
peal by sagging or losing its luster.
Miller prefers to use a thick vinyl sid-
ing that is sturdy, impact-resistant and
made in extra-long lengths to mini-
mize seams and splices. He also ad-
vises homeowners that proper
installation is paramount to vinyl sid-
ing’s looks and performance. “Instal-
lation is really important because if
vinyl siding is put on right, it lays
straight and flush and won’t blow
off,” says Miller.

Since it consumes so much space,
the roof can enhance or diminish a
home. An attractive roof in good
condition increases curb appeal, but
stained or missing shingles are both
an eyesore and a red flag for a house
in poor repair. In fact, in the 2015
Remodeling Impact Report from the
National Association of Realtors,
new roofing ranks highest among ex-
terior projects appealing to home
buyers. A roof that keeps out the ele-
ments and keeps up appearances pro-
tects homeowners as well as their
property investment. 

Asphalt shingles are the nation’s
most common residential roofing ma-
terial. They can last for years, are
available at different price points and
offer design options ranging from tra-
ditional three-tab shingles to dimen-
sional shingles to shingles that mimic
wood shakes and slate. Miller ac-
knowledges that asphalt shingles re-

main a “very popular choice” for ren-
ovations, but his company also has in-
stalled hundreds of steel roofs on
homes. Metal roofing costs roughly
twice as much as asphalt, but, says
Miller, “The real payback is how
much longer it lasts down the road.”

Excellent for anyone who plans to
remain in a home long-term and wants
to avoid future maintenance
headaches, the steel roofing Miller
uses has a hidden fastening system
and is made in eye-catching patterns
that look like pricier shakes and slate.
“We installed new metal slate roofs on
the Medina project as well as a smaller
ranch-style house,” says Miller.
“They’re perfect for homeowners
wanting something impressive.” 

When replacing windows, selecting
the frame, says Miller, “is mostly a
matter of style.” The Medina house’s
double-hung windows, for example,
complement its architecture and have
white vinyl frames, which don’t re-
quire painting or staining and are
more budget-friendly than wood or
fiberglass. Vinyl manufacturers offer
numerous exterior colors and even
woodgrain finishes to match interior
trim, but white predominates. “About
80 percent of people want white win-
dows,” says Miller. “Their thinking is
that white goes with everything.” 

Trading drafty, dilapidated windows
for modern, energy-efficient ones not
only boosts curb appeal but also makes
a house more comfortable and less ex-
pensive to heat or cool. In the Medina
house, Miller installed double-pane
windows consisting of two sheets of
glass with insulating argon gas filling
the space between them. “They’re

Miller Custom Exteriors enhanced the look of this 
ranch-style home with the addition of seamless steel siding. 
(Photo courtesy of Miller Custom Exteriors)
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highly efficient windows with a low-
e coating that further reduces energy
loss,” says Miller. If homeowners
can afford the upgrade, he recom-
mends triple-pane windows.
“They’re way more efficient and
help with noise reduction, too,” he
stresses.

Miller also reminds each customer
not to forget the front door. It is the
first impression many will have as
they walk into your home, so color
and style are important. “The entry
door is one of the most important as-
pects of curb appeal,” he says. “It’s
the first thing people see, and every-
thing about the door — color, design
and even hardware — forms their
opinion of a house.” 

Wood doors lend sophistication,
but because they’re costly and re-
quire routine care, many homeown-
ers opt for steel or fiberglass.
Generally, steel doors are less expen-
sive and better for painting because
of their smooth surface. Fiberglass
doors — which can be made with
woodgrain textures duplicating ma-
hogany, cherry or oak — look great
stained or painted. 

Although steel and fiberglass
doors are virtually maintenance-free
and available in a multitude of styles
and decorative glass designs, Miller
cautions, “You get what you pay
for.” Doors with tight-fitting frames,
energy-efficient foam cores and glass
inserts have higher price tags, but
they’ll look nicer, function better and
survive longer than bargain-base-
ment products. “I’ve seen cheap steel
doors that rusted out in less than five
years,” says Miller. 

A dazzling front door is also an
asset when it’s time to sell your
home. The National Association of
Realtors (NAR) included new steel
and fiberglass doors in its 2015 re-
port on projects with maximum
buyer appeal, and NAR President
Tom Salomone concurs with Miller
about the far-reaching benefits of an
outstanding exterior. 

“One thing that will never change
is the importance of curb appeal be-
cause it serves as the first impression
of a home,” says Salomone. “If buy-
ers don’t think a home is attractive
when driving by, chances are they
won’t ask a Realtor to see more.”

A closer look: 
Paint

There’s no doubt about it: Paint is
one of the quickest and least-ex-

pensive ways to punch up your home’s
curb appeal. A fresh coat of paint
transforms shutters from drab to fab,
and if you want to give your house a
totally new look, painting the outside a
different color costs far less than re-
moving and replacing siding or other
exterior materials. 

Since the Sherwin-Williams and
Glidden companies are leading paint
producers, we asked their experts
about using paint to make your home
the belle of the block. Here are six of
their top tips:

“Make a statement when welcom-
ing guests by painting your door a
great new color, and choose a higher
sheen for added impact. Glidden Trim,
Door and Furniture features an extra
high gloss with no drips or brush
marks.” — Misty Yeomans, Glidden

“Water-based exterior latex paints
(such as HGTV HOME by Sherwin-
Williams Ovation Exterior Latex
Paint) are excellent choices when

When selecting paint for your home’s exterior,
take its architectural style and era into 
consideration. Paints appropriate for a 
ranch-style home might look jarring on 
a Victorian-era residence. 
(Photo courtesy of Sherwin-
Williams)
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painting many exterior surfaces, in-
cluding stucco, vinyl siding, wood
and weathered aluminum. These
paints have more durability in terms
of better color retention and resistance
to blistering, cracking or peeling.” —
Lisa Grdina, Sherwin-Williams

“Don’t forget about your porch
floor or ceiling — these are paintable
surfaces, too, and make excellent
areas to showcase a color. Accessorize
with color by repurposing an old or
found piece of furniture. Paint it a co-
ordinating color to your home’s color
scheme. Repeat the colors from your
home’s color scheme two to three
times throughout your décor for a pro-
fessionally designed look.” — Misty
Yeomans, Glidden

“When selecting paint color for the
exterior of your home, there are sev-
eral important factors to consider.
First, keep in mind the home’s archi-
tectural style and era when selecting
an exterior paint theme. A Victorian
home painted in an olive tone will
look jarring, while this color would
complement a mid-century ranch
home. Also, take into account your
home’s surroundings and the col-
orscapes of your neighbors’ homes.”
— Rachel Skafidas, Sherwin-
Williams 

“(Glidden introduced) a new exte-
rior color card in February 2016 at the
Home Depot to make choosing exte-
rior colors easy. The new card fea-
tures nine gorgeous three-color
exterior combinations and associated
photography so you can see the color
schemes in action. It features three
combinations of colors per each of
three home styles — Charming Clas-
sics, New Communities and Southern
Styles.” — Misty Yeomans, Glidden

“HGTV HOME by Sherwin-
Williams’ Color Visualizer on
PaintOn.com allows consumers to vir-
tually paint the rooms in their homes,
including the exterior. Individuals can
select from existing scenes or upload
their own to see how the color can
transform their homes.” — Lisa Gr-
dina, Sherwin-Williams.

A closer look: 
Roofing and siding

If you have any doubt about the im-
pact roofing and siding have on

your home’s appearance, ask some
kindergartners to draw a house. They
always delineate the roof and exterior
walls first, then complete the picture
with doors, windows and a big smil-
ing sun. That’s a real lesson in the ba-
sics of rejuvenating a house. “Get the
right combination of exterior prod-
ucts, and you’ll turn an average-look-
ing house into something stunning,”
says CertainTeed Corporation
spokesperson Mike Loughery. 

Headquartered in Pennsylvania, Cer-
tainTeed supplies building materials
worldwide, but it began as an asphalt
roofing manufacturer more than a cen-
tury ago. “Roofing is still CertainTeed’s
biggest business and core expertise,”
says Loughery. The company built a
reputation for excellent products and
reasonable prices. “CertainTeed’s
founder coined its name from the slo-
gan, ‘Quality made certain, satisfaction
guaranteed,’” says Loughery. 

An American invention, single-layer
“three-tab” asphalt shingles
with felt bases have done an
economical job of keeping
out rain and snow since the
early 1900s, but the debut in
the 1980s of textured archi-
tectural shingles with fiber-
glass bases created demand
for upgraded appearance
and performance. “Twenty-
five years ago, roofing was
just about protection,”
Loughery notes. “Now it’s
about adding character and
personality to a home.” 

CertainTeed has devel-
oped a wide variety of
roofing products. “Our
Landmark architectural
shingles are the workhorse
of the residential roofing
industry,” says Loughery.
“They mimic wood shakes
and slate at a fraction of the

cost and maintenance.” Other roofing
collections include Patriot Shingles,
which feature blended colors and nat-
ural-looking shadows, and Presidio,
steel roofing that emulates clay tiles
as well as shakes and slate. 

Likewise, CertainTeed produces
vinyl siding such as Monogram,
which comes in some 40 colors and
wood tones that afford plentiful curb-
appeal possibilities. Launched just
this year, Cedar Impressions Sawmill
Shingles feature a spectrum of shades
that replicate the various stages of
aging wood. Also new is STONE-
façade, a cultured stone cladding that
imitates natural stone. “It’s molded
from handpicked stones and installs
easily because you don’t need mor-
tar,” says Loughery.

Fiber cement siding presents an-
other option for homeowners who
want a realistic wood look without
wood’s maintenance issues. “The ad-
vantage of fiber cement is that it
won’t melt or burn and lasts forever,”
says Tom Anderson, sales and market-
ing coordinator for Allura, a Houston-
based fiber cement siding
manufacturer. “Insurance companies

The roof on this home is an example of the Patriot Shingles,
which feature blended colors and natural-looking shadows,
offered by CertainTeed. (Photo courtesy of CertainTeed)
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rate it like brick or stone, which
means a better rate on your home-
owner’s policy.”

A composite consisting primarily
of cement, cellulose fibers and silica,
fiber cement siding is a favorite in
neighborhoods where covenants ban
vinyl. “It has great strength and flexi-
bility, and because its wood grain is
embossed, the siding looks very natu-
ral,” says Anderson. In addition to lap
and vertical siding, Allura makes fiber
cement shakes, shingles and architec-
tural panels in numerous textures and
colors. It also offers primed siding
that can be custom-painted. “Allura’s
website shows all the palettes,” says
Anderson, “and we’ll provide colored
samples that people can hold up to
their houses.”

Allura also makes fiber cement
roofing shingles that include histori-
cally accurate half-round and octago-
nal styles, but its latest product is
decking that extends fiber cement’s
benefits to the front porch or back-
yard. “Allura’s fiber cement decking
won’t rot, chip or fade,” says Ander-
son. “If you want a fire pit in your
deck, you can have it — because the
planks don’t burn.”

Also burn-proof are the products
made by North Dakota’s ABC Seam-
less. The company pioneered seam-
less steel siding in the 1970s, and
many homeowners consider it a per-
manent solution to the problem of
failing siding and shingles. “When
you buy ABC Seamless, it’s like buy-
ing the Rolls-Royce of siding,” says

advertising director Dale Gilbraith.
“We haven’t found anything better.”

Made of heavy-gauge steel with a
finish that never needs repainting, the
metal siding is cut to fit each house
precisely and installed without ran-
dom splicing. “People like the look of
seamless siding because it’s clean and
straight,” says Gilbraith. “There are
no cracks to trap dirt, leak moisture or
let in insects that can damage a
home.” Design options include hori-
zontal siding, vertical board and bat-
ten or simulated log siding. 

ABC Seamless also makes roofing
with the same qualities and advan-
tages as its siding. “It’s screwed on
and wind-tested up to 160 mph.
That’s equal to an EF-3 tornado,”
says Gilbraith. ABC Seamless roof-
ing is available in horizontal as well
as shake and slate styles, and the
company’s Color Tool lets homeown-
ers coordinate their siding and roof-
ing selections. 

Although most manufacturers offer
web-based visualization aids or mo-
bile apps to assist homeowners with
their exterior designs, Loughery en-
courages people to visit dealers’
showrooms before finalizing their de-
cisions. “See the products in person to
check out the materials and colors,”
he says. Another tip: Never rely on
how a building material looks online
or indoors. Instead, take products out-
side to see them in natural light or do
a drive-by to judge the curb appeal of
a particular roofing or siding on an
actual house. “Ultimately, select col-

ors and styles that you like, that
you’re comfortable with and that give
you a sense of pride in your house,”
says Loughery.

A closer look: 
Windows and doors

Windows do more than bring
light into your home. They pro-

vide views of your neighborhood,
connect the indoors with the outdoors,
accent your home’s architecture and
contribute immeasurably to its curb
appeal. 

“Windows matter,” says Brett
Boyum, vice president of marketing
for Marvin Windows and Doors.
“They’re a large and important part of
the overall statement that a house
makes.” 

Headquartered in Minnesota, Mar-
vin is a family business whose win-
dow expertise dates back to 1939.
Today the company is the world’s
largest premier manufacturer of
made-to-order windows and patio-
style doors, and its signature brand —
Marvin Windows and Doors — is
known for wood and clad wood prod-
ucts that can be completely cus-
tomized. “Marvin Windows provides
the ultimate flexibility,” says Boyum.
“If you can dream it, we can build it.” 

The company also includes two
newer brands — Integrity from Mar-
vin Windows and Doors, which fea-
tures Ultrex fiberglass products, and
Infinity from Marvin Replacement
Windows, which uses Ultrex to simu-
late wood windows. Together, the
three brands constitute a one-stop
shop with an exceptional selection of
windows and patio doors.

Marvin brand windows typically
are installed in upscale new homes,
but, adds Boyum, “They’re also used
as replacement windows in many
midrange houses.” Aside from being a
good insulator, wood looks rich, and

Marvin Windows and Doors is known for
its customized products, providing the ul-
timate flexibility. (Photo courtesy of Mar-
vin Windows and Doors)
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Marvin choices vary from standards
like pine and cherry to more unusual
black walnut and mahogany. Exterior
aluminum cladding is also available
in several colors and finishes. “It’s ex-
truded aluminum and the thickness of
a quarter, so it really stands up to
wear and tear,” says Boyum.

The Integrity and Infinity win-
dows’ Ultrex is a patented, protruded
fiberglass that neither expands nor
contracts in extreme temperatures. “It
resists cracking and denting and gives
structural strength to a window,” says
Boyum. Along with durability, Ultrex
windows in both lines come in light
and dark fadeproof colors. If a home-
owner needs to match siding or roof-
ing, the windows also can be painted.
In addition to aesthetics, Boyum re-
minds homeowners to consider per-
formance because replacement
windows should be energy-efficient
and keep the house comfortable. “The
materials in Marvin products meet or

exceed most Energy Star require-
ments,” he notes. 

While Marvin has an online Inspi-
ration Gallery and downloadable apps
to help you find the perfect windows,
Boyum recommends visiting a Mar-
vin retailer to see the windows’ supe-
rior construction and appreciate how
smoothly they operate. “Homeowners
shouldn’t choose windows for the
cheapest price but the best value,” he
says.

Joe Klink, corporate relations di-
rector at ProVia, agrees that value is
an important consideration when se-
lecting new windows and doors.
“ProVia products are not inexpensive,
but they’re high-value because of
their quality and features,” says
Klink. “You may pay more upfront,
but you’ll have less hassle later.”

ProVia makes exterior doors, re-
placement windows, vinyl siding and
manufactured stone at its plants in
Mississippi and east-central Ohio,

where, says Klink, “We
employ lots of Amish
workers.” Operated by
the Mullet family, ProVia
began in 1977 in a garage
in Sugarcreek, Ohio, and
its building materials
now are distributed na-
tionwide. “ProVia’s man-
ufacturing process is set
up for customization,”
says Klink. “If you
walked through our Sug-
arcreek plant, you’d be
hard-pressed to find two
doors that look alike.” 

Besides steel and
fiberglass entrance doors,
ProVia makes aluminum
storm doors and vinyl,
steel and fiberglass patio
doors. “ProVia’s Legacy
Steel entry door is our

flagship product,” says Klink. “It has
heavy, 20-gauge steel and a mechani-
cal interlock system for extra
strength.” The company’s Signet
fiberglass doors also are popular,
thanks to embossed wood grain that
seems remarkably like the real thing.
“People will touch a Signet door and
think it’s wood,” says Klink. “The
fiberglass is that authentic-looking.” 

ProVia’s website has helpful tools
geared to homeowners’ four main
motivations for replacing exterior
doors — beauty, durability, security
and energy efficiency. “If beauty is
their reason, people can go to the
‘Design It’ tab and upload a photo of
their home to create a new door,”
says Klink. Anyone interested in
durability or security can access fea-
tures and specifications tabs, while
the “Energy Star” tab actually calcu-
lates the thermal performance of
ProVia’s door and window compo-
nents. “The website puts tons of in-
formation at your fingertips,” says
Klink.

ProVia’s vinyl window products
also deliver energy efficiency and
eye-catching design options. “Win-
dow performance is all about the U-
factor,” says Klink. “The lower the
number, the better.” Measuring heat
conduction, the U-factor indicates a
window’s overall energy efficiency,
which can be affected by grids and
even the kind of gas used in double-
pane windows. “Krypton gas insu-
lates better than argon,” explains
Klink. 

From all-vinyl ecoLite windows to
Aeris windows with vinyl exteriors
and prefinished wood interiors,
ProVia windows offer options such as
internal grids, privacy glass and the
company’s exclusive Inspirations Art
Glass. Hand-stained in ProVia’s
Baltic, Ohio, factory, Inspirations Art
Glass allows people to personalize
their homes’ curb appeal with origi-
nal designs, house numbers and even
their names. “I don’t know of another
window company that does custom
art glass in-house,” says Klink. 

Legacy Steel doors sold by
ProVia can be fit with “tran-
quility glass,” a decorative
glass accented with beveled
clusters. (Photo courtesy of
ProVia)
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LETTERS to the EDITOR

Photo submission
Robin,

I didn’t know where to send a
photo, but I’m a member of Middle
Tennessee Electric and see so many
member photo submissions in each
issue of The Tennessee Magazine. I
wanted to try my hand at submitting
some. I don’t know if you’d consider

using this for “Point of View” or the
cover or whatnot. Should you choose
to use it for the “Point of View” arti-
cle, let me know and I can type up
the full story about what I do. 

The attached photo is of the Per-
seid Meteor Shower that I pho-
tographed on a backroad close to my
house near Mt. Juliet. Few people
stay up to witness the magic of a me-
teor shower at its peak, so I try to
capture it for them. 

Thanks in advance!
Jodi Totten, Murfreesboro,
Middle Tennessee EMC

Editor’s Note: We normally only
use reader-submitted photos in con-
junction with Shutterbug contests,
but this one deserves a mention.
Thanks for sharing your meteor
shower image with us. Be sure to
look for the next Shutterbug contest
entry form in the June issue. 

Events
I just finished reading about it

being strawberry time in Tennessee.
What I did not find was any mention
at all of Humboldt’s West Tennessee
Strawberry Festival, which is always
held the first week in May. This
festival has been going on for as long
as I can remember, and I am 60 years

old. It is really a big deal for us folks
in the middle of West Tennessee. I
just think there should have been
some short mention of something
this important that ties into your
article, especially since you are a
Tennessee magazine for
Tennesseans.
Thank you, 
Roger Taylor, Trimble,
Forked Deer EC

Editor’s Note: Thank you for your
note. It brought me the opportunity
to remind everyone of a few things
concerning events:
1. We rely on event organizers to

send us their information. Listings
are free, so we can’t guarantee
placement in the magazine, but all
events will be listed on our web-
site, www.tnmagazine.org.

2. We try to publicize events during
the month in which they are held.
You will find Humboldt’s famous
festival listed on page 30 of this
magazine.

3. You can find an online form to
enter your event information at
www.tnmagazine.org/events/
submit-event/add.

Poetry
I'm writing in regards to a poem

written by Samantha Rosencrants in
your April edition — “5 Senses.”
You forgot to write about the sixth
sense: Reading something so won-
derful! My, how much pleasure it
brought! You've got a real talent,
there. Keep it up!
Vickie Stokes, Appalachian EC

I was looking for the April
poetry contest runners-up, but
I could not find them. Is there
a certain place I should be
looking?
Charleyna East, Jackson,
Gibson EMC

Where can I find the poetry
runner ups for the March
issue?
Lydia Esmer, Franklin
Middle Tennessee EMC

Editor’s Note: The winners and run-
ners-up in the Poet’s Playground
contest can be found on our website
at www.tnmagazine.org/tag/
poets-playground.

Subscriptions
Can an individual subscribe to the

magazine?
Rick Copeland, Leoma,
Middle Tennessee EMC

I’d like to get your magazine but
don’t want to create a PayPal ac-
count. Are there any other options?
Thank you. We’re thinking of retir-
ing in Tennessee.
Teresa Mulligan
Fairfield, Pennsylvania 
Appalachian EC

Editor’s note: If you are not a mem-
ber of a local electric cooperative,
you can subscribe to The Tennessee
Magazine. Rates are $15 per year or
$30 for three years. You can mail a
check or money order along with
your name and address to:

The Tennessee Magazine
Subscriptions
P.O. Box 100912
Nashville, TN 37224

You also have the option of call-
ing our office at 615-367-9284 and
paying for a subscription using your
MasterCard or Visa. 

Finally, if you prefer to pay using
PayPal, you can go to our website,
www.tnmagazine.org, and order a
subscription.

Keep the letters coming!
We enjoy your letters, emails and phone

calls. Here is a quick reference:

Event submissions: events@tnmagazine.org

Letters to the Editor: letters@tnmagazine.org

Story ideas: storyidea@tnmagazine.org

Find the Flag: flag@tnmagazine.org

Subscriptions: subscriptions@tnmagazine.org

General info: thetennmag@tnmagazine.org

Reader feedback
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Members take co-op message to legislators

More than 200 directors
and staff from Ten-
nessee’s electric coop-
eratives were in

Nashville on Monday and Tuesday,
March 7 and 8, for the 2016 Ten-
nessee Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion’s Legislative Conference. Co-op
officials attended meetings with leg-
islators on Capitol Hill to help them
better understand electric coopera-
tives and the issues that impact rural
and suburban Tennessee. 

House Speaker Beth Harwell
welcomed the group to Nashville.
“You serve 71 percent of our state
and 2.5 million Tennesseans,” she
said. “We recognize the impact you
have on our state.”

Tennessee’s electric cooperatives maintain a visible
presence in Nashville and Washington, D.C., to protect
the interests of co-op members. “We are here to give a
voice to rural Tennesseans,” said David Callis,
executive vice president and general manager of the
Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association (TECA).
“We must tell the electric cooperative story and educate
lawmakers about the impact of proposed legislation.”

“Decisions made in Nashville can have serious
consequences for our co-ops, our members and the
communities we serve,” said Callis. “We have a
responsibility to our members to see that their voice is
heard.”

Conference attendees reminded legislators that co-
ops are not-for-profit, member-owned and -regulated

private businesses that impact rural and suburban
Tennessee in many ways. Visits focused on specific
legislation that impacts co-ops and the communities
they serve. Co-op leaders expressed support for a bill
that allows electric co-ops to provide broadband
Internet service.

“We serve the areas with the greatest need for
broadband,” said Mike Knotts, TECA vice president of
government affairs. “We have a role to play in bringing
high-speed connectivity to rural Tennessee.” 

Co-ops also voiced their support of legislation that
modernizes the tax code for co-ops and discussed the
impact of the recent Supreme Court decision to halt
implementation of the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Clean Power Plan.

“Educated and informed legislators
are necessary for us to provide low-
cost, reliable power, and our members
make a powerful impression when
they come to Nashville,” said Knotts. 

More than 100 legislative visits
were made during the conference, and
dozens of legislators from across the
state attended a reception honoring
members of the Tennessee General
Assembly.

From left, Mountain Electric Coopera-
tive board members W.O. Hampton
and Ronnie Townson and General
Manager Joe Thacker visit with Lt. Gov.
Ron Ramsey.

Caney Fork Electric Cooperative representatives meet Sen. Janice Bowling
during the 2016 Legislative Conference. From left are Scott Romzek, Leanne
Fisher, Sen. Bowling, Bill Rogers, Jason Cloyd, Danny Sutton and John
Chisam.
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Cooperatives host Youth Leadership Summit

Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association
(TECA) and the state’s electric co-ops
brought dozens of young leaders to
Nashville March 21-23 for the annual Youth

Leadership Summit.
Beth Harwell welcomed attendees to Nashville on

Tuesday morning, March 22, in the House Chamber of
the Tennessee State Capitol and spent time explaining
her role as Speaker of the House and the process that is
required to pass legislation.

Rep. Kevin Dunlap also addressed the group and
encouraged students to stay active and involved. “You
are already leaders, or you would not be here today,”
he said. He also helped students understand the role
electric cooperatives play in rural Tennessee. “The
electric co-ops were created because there was a
problem: Rural Tennessee did not have the privilege of
electricity,” said Dunlap. “Our leaders and citizens
worked together to form the electric cooperatives and
solve the problem.”

Sens. Mike Bell, Richard Briggs and Ferrell Haile
and Reps. Kent Calfee, Dan Howell, Jay Reedy and
David Shepard joined Harwell and Dunlap for a

town hall meeting with students in the House
Chamber.

The theme of this year’s summit was “Small Towns,
Big Ideas,” and attendees were encouraged to use their
talents to improve rural Tennessee. “Local electric co-
ops, school officials and guidance counselors chose
these deserving students to attend the summit based on
their interests in government and strong leadership
abilities,” said Todd Blocker, TECA vice president of
member relations. “During this year’s Youth
Leadership Summit, we taught these exceptional
students that advances in technology have created
unique career opportunities in their hometowns. They
will be the next generation of leaders in rural
Tennessee, and we want to prepare them for the
challenges and opportunities they will face.”

“These students will soon be our community leaders
— and electric cooperative member-owners,” said
Blocker. “We want them to share our passion for rural
communities, so it is an honor for Tennessee’s
cooperatives to help prepare them for the opportunities
that are ahead. We need their talents and leadership
more than ever.”

Students and electric cooperative chaperones gather in front of the State Capitol in Nashville during the 2016 Youth
Leadership Summit.
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ESFI warns public about the dangers of 
electric shock drowning

Despite being categorized as leisure
activities, swimming and boating
can quickly become dangerous.
While water-safety behaviors

such as wearing life jackets and maintaining
safe boating speeds have become common-
place, a serious hazard often remains over-
looked. This silent killer, classified as electric
shock drowning, occurs in fresh water when
a typically low-level alternating current
passes through the body, causing muscular
paralysis and eventually leading to drowning. 

According to Brett Brenner, president of
the Electrical Safety Foundation International
(ESFI), “Although there are reported
incidents every year, there is a lack of
awareness about the dangers of electric shock
drowning.”

A 21-year-old Illinois man died in 2015
when touching a dock ladder at the Lake of
the Ozarks in Missouri. Additionally, there
were at least two fatalities in Kentucky in
2013 and a pair of deaths in both Missouri
and Tennessee during the Fourth of July
holiday in 2012. Each of these victims was
under the age of 13. Further, electric shock
drowning deaths are usually recorded as
drowning because victims show no signs of
burns, so many instances remain
undocumented. 

While a lack of awareness persists about
the dangers of electric shock drowning,
positive strides are being taken to combat the
problem. In Tennessee, state legislators passed the Noah
Dean and Nate Act in 2014, which protects state residents
from electric shock injuries and drowning deaths near
marinas and boat docks. The bill is named in memory of
10-year-old Noah Dean Winstead and 11-year-old Nate
Lynam, who died from electrical injuries they suffered on
July 4, 2012, at a marina in Tennessee. Jessica Winstead,
Noah Dean’s mother, was the driving force behind the bill,
the result of her tireless crusade to prevent similar
tragedies from occurring. 

Under the Noah Dean and Nate Act, Tennessee marinas
must install ground fault protection, post notices about the
danger of electrical leakage into waters surrounding a
marina and undergo a safety inspection conducted by the
state fire marshal between Jan. 1, 2015, and Dec. 31, 2017,
and every five years thereafter. The law went into effect

April 1, 2015. A similar law was passed in West Virginia in
2013 following the death of Michael Cunningham, three
years after he died at the age of 15, as well as in Arkansas
in 2012 after several electrocutions near docks there and in
surrounding states. 

The 2011 National Electrical Code addresses the
dangers in marinas and boatyards by requiring the main
overcurrent protective device to be GFCI-protected.
However, this only applies to installations and inspections,
which are recommended annually but not enforced. 

Protect yourself and your loved ones from the risk of
electric shock drowning and common boat electrical
hazards with these handy tips from ESFI:
• Don’t allow yourself or anyone else to swim near docks.

Avoid entering the water when launching or loading your
boat. 
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• Always maintain a distance of at least 10 feet between
your boat and nearby power lines.

• If you feel a tingle while swimming, the water may be
electrified. Get out as soon as possible, avoiding the use
of metal objects such as ladders. 

• Have your boat’s electrical system inspected and
upgraded by a certified marine electrician who is familiar
with National Fire Protection Association Codes: NFPA
303 and NFPA 70. 

• Have GFCIs installed on your boat, and test them once a
month.

• Consider having equipment leakage circuit interrupters
(ELCI) installed on boats to protect nearby swimmers
from potential electricity leakage into water surrounding
your boat.

• Only use shore or marine power cords, plugs,
receptacles and extension cords that have been tested
by Underwriters Laboratories (UL), Canadian
Standards Association (CSA) or Intertek (ETL). 

• Never use cords that are frayed or damaged or that
have had the prongs removed or altered. 

• Never stand or swim in water when turning off
electrical devices or switches. 

• Electric shock drowning can also occur in swimming
pools, hot tubs and spas. Have an electrician inspect
and upgrade your pool, spa or hot tub in accordance
with applicable local codes and the National Electrical
Code.
For ESFI’s complete collection of boating and marina

safety resources, visit www.esfi.org. 

Nine ways to save money this summer

Why pay more for electricity than you have
to? The less you use, the more you’ll save.
Here are nine easy ways to pare your use

of electricity this summer:
1. Move lamps, the TV or any other heat-emitting

electric appliance away from your thermostat. The
heat can trick the thermostat into “thinking” it’s
hotter in the house than it is. In response, your
system will make the house colder than it should.

2. If you’re still using leftover incandescent
lightbulbs, switch to compact fluorescent bulbs or
LED fixtures. The newer bulbs emit less heat and
use less electricity when they’re turned on.

3. Turn the air conditioner up to 78 degrees. If you
usually run it at 72 degrees, you can save between 6
percent and 18 percent on your cooling bill,
according to the U.S. Department of Energy.

4. Plant trees outside of windows on the sunny side of
your house. The shade can save you up to $250 a
year.

5. When you turn your air conditioner on, also turn on
your ceiling fans. Running them together will make
your house feel 4 degrees cooler — so you can
raise the thermostat by 4 degrees. Turn fans off
when you leave a room; fans cool people, not the
air.

6. Lower the temperature of your water heater to
120 degrees. That will save you money — and it’s
safer than a higher setting because 120-degree
water won’t scald anyone.

7. Give your oven and stovetop a break on hot days.
Use the microwave oven, a toaster oven or an
outdoor grill instead and you’ll cut your energy use
— plus you’ll put less unneeded extra heat into the
house.

8. Summertime is no time to coop yourself up indoors
with your computer. Turn it off and enjoy the great
outdoors. Don’t leave it on when you’re not using
it; that wastes up to $75 a year in electricity.

9. Still don’t have a programmable thermostat? It’s
time to get one. Choose a model that can
automatically turn the air conditioner way up when
you’re not home and crank it back on in plenty of
time to cool things off so you’ll be comfortable
when you return.

Avoid placing lamps
or TV sets near your 
room air-conditioning
thermostat. The 
thermostat senses 
heat from these 
appliances, which 
can cause the air 
conditioner to run
longer than 
necessary.
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Better technology has
been making your elec-
tricity more reliable
every year. But long-

standing troublemakers from
lightning to squirrels still knock
our lights out occasionally. In the
last few years, less-expensive and
more-sophisticated meters and
monitoring systems can detect
outages faster than ever.

“We’re far more automated
than we were a decade ago,” says
Tony Thomas, principal engineer
at the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association. “We don’t have to wait for someone to
call and say they’re without power. Now the
member’s electric meter lets the co-op know.”

The amount of time a typical consumer is without
power during a year is down to less than two hours,
according to a benchmarking report from the
Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engineers.
That’s a 20-percent decline from 2011 to 2014, the
latest year in the study.

Thomas says some causes of
power outages are hard to
eliminate. Those include
lightning strikes, equipment
failure, trees falling on power
lines, people driving into utility
poles, snakes touching wires and
squirrels.

“Squirrels are a pain,” Thomas
says. “They eat insulation.”

And in case you want to know
how much of a pain squirrels can
be, check out the website
cybersquirrel1.com, which

features a map of all power outages caused by
squirrels. You can scan the world, search by month or
year for the incidents caused by squirrels or other
animals and click through to news accounts of the
details. For example, the site reports 10 squirrel-
caused outages in the U.S. in January. Those
involved squirrels getting into substations and
transformers, touching live wires and ground wires
and tripping circuit breakers.

As technology advances and reliability improves,
we will do our best to prevent
outages so you can enjoy the safe,
reliable and affordable power you
depend on. 

Paul Wesslund writes on
cooperative issues for the National
Rural Electric Cooperative
Association, the Arlington, Va.-
based service arm of the nation’s
900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-
profit electric cooperatives.

Smarter meters are reducing outage times
Now if only we could train squirrels to stay away from utility equipment
By Paul Wesslund

Technology has improved electricity
reliability — from smart meters that
can send outage and power quality
information to central information
monitoring systems, known as SCADA
(Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition) systems.

While electric reliability is improving,
many causes of power outages like
lightning strikes are tough to solve.
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Whole-house energy monitoring systems
are a topic I can really sink my teeth
into. I have had one in my home for
more than eight years and love it.

True, I am a gadget guy, so on that basis alone it ap-
peals to me. But beyond its techno-goodness is a real
opportunity to learn how your home uses electricity
and teach everyone in your family about what uses
watts. Let’s take a look at these useful systems.

There are two primary ways in which whole-house
energy monitors get their data. The first is to have a
sensor you mount on your electric meter. I would not
recommend this route. Sensors are hard to align, and
Mother Nature can knock them out of alignment later
down the road. The sensor can also hinder your local
electric cooperative’s efforts to manage the meter.

The second option, which I recommend, uses
current transducers (CTs) placed around the big wires
that feed into your electric panel. The clips are a snap
to install (pun intended) and are out of the way. These
connect to a transmitter that sends the information to
your system’s monitor. A caution here: If you are
uncomfortable taking the cover off your electric panel,
ask an electrician or knowledgeable acquaintance to
handle this part for you.

After the transmitter is in place and sending data,
you can program the monitor with a variety of
information. My particular system allows me to set up
a couple of electric rates, the time, day and so forth.
From there, the unit presents my data in a
predetermined format. 

I mentioned that these systems help you learn how
your home uses energy. Step one is to determine the
base load of your home. Base load is a utility term that
means the lowest power consumption possible with
only essential items using electricity. The typical home
today (three bedroom, two bath) should have a base
load between 600 watts and 700 watts. This is your
refrigerator, freezer, fans and other equipment. At my
previous home, it was 650-698 watts. In my new,
smaller domicile, it is around 450 watts. The best time
to find this information is late at night when only you
are awake, looking to find your base load.

Why is this useful? You want to start identifying
how much different items in your home add to your
electric use. Going below your base load means
turning off something you probably shouldn’t. Above
that indicates a discretionary use. Here is a fun test:
Turn everything possible off to get to the base load.
Now, start turning on appliances, lights and so forth.
Note how much each uses. Over time, you can look at
the display and know what’s running.

Use this data to educate your family. Kids won’t
turn off their game console or television? Show them
the monitor, have them turn their stuff off and let them
see the difference. Then offer to deduct the cost from
their allowance. Yes, I am a meanie. Or, offer to split
the savings. You choose what is right for your family.

I have reduced my energy use as a result of having
my monitoring system. Knowing the cost of each item
makes me really think before I start using something.
The benefits will add up over time: lower bills, fewer
carbon emissions and lifelong lessons-become-habits
for your kids. It is a beautiful combination!

Tom Tate writes on cooperative issues for the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington,
Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 900-plus
consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric cooperatives.

Whole-house energy monitoring
By Tom Tate

A whole-house energy-monitoring system helps you
understand how you use energy. Identify how much
items add to your electric use by first turning off every
device possible to find your base use and then noting
how your use increases as you turn on additional items.
Above, you can see how much electricity a portable
heater consumes, right, compared to the base use.
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There is a children’s book titled “Safety 1st,
Safety Always.” As you can imagine, it en-
compasses many of the traditional safety
lessons parents should teach their children. 

We drill youngsters about safety from an early age
because we know how important it is to protect
ourselves and those we care about. In the spirit of
May being National Electrical Safety Month, let’s
take a look at how electric cooperatives have been
stepping up to the plate when it comes to safety.

Up until 2007, there was an alarming national
trend among electric co-ops that the number of “lost-
time” accidents was increasing. Lost time is defined
as anything resulting in an employee missing time at
work; these accidents could range from a sprained
ankle to the ultimate tragedy of a fatality.

This is why Federated Rural Electric Insurance
Exchange, which insures the vast majority of electric
co-ops nationwide, initiated a campaign called
Culture of Safety to create a much greater awareness
about safety issues at all electric co-ops. 

Through the use of strategy labs across the
country, Federated brought together co-op CEOs and
general managers, operations supervisors, safety
directors and linemen to better understand how each
group viewed safety. In doing so, differences in
perceptions regarding safety within cooperatives
were identified, allowing for much-needed
conversations and evaluations of how to raise

awareness and improve local safety cultures. The
Speak Up, Listen Up program is designed to
empower anyone who sees a potentially unsafe
situation to “speak up” and encourages everyone to
“listen up” to these concerns. The results have been
dramatic, with a more than 30-percent decline in the
number of accidents over the past nine years. 

As an electric cooperative member, you, too, have
a role. If you see any potential dangerous situations
or practices, you should report them as soon as
possible to your local electric cooperative.

The implementation and success of the Culture of
Safety program demonstrates a very important point:
If we are intentional about our actions, we can,
indeed, change the culture in our organizations. The
same is true for our families, our teams and any
groups to which we may belong.

Your co-op also knows that living its cooperative
principles and values is equally important. Your
cooperative is the best business model because it
puts you, the member-owner, at the center of its
efforts.

Adam Schwartz is the founder of The Cooperative
Way, a consulting firm that helps co-ops succeed. He
is an author, speaker and member-owner of the CDS
Consulting Co-op. You can follow him on Twitter —
@adamcooperative — or email him at
aschwartz@thecooperativeway.coop

Electric co-ops and a ‘Culture of Safety’
By Adam Schwartz

Protect your family by eliminating safety threats

May is Electrical Safety Month, and that’s a
good time to consider having your home’s
electrical wiring updated. According to the
Consumer Product Safety Commission

(CPSC), the top causes of electrical fires are aging wiring,
extension cords that are in permanent use (for which they’re
not designed), large appliances that are plugged into circuits
that can’t handle the load and misused surge protectors.

Aside from starting fires, faulty wiring can electrocute
someone in your home. In fact, CPSC says electrocutions
associated with wiring cause hundreds of deaths each year
— and more than 140,000 fires.

Here are some tips:
• Even if you know how to operate an electrical device,

read the instructions so you’re sure you use it safely.
• Replace damaged electrical equipment or have it repaired

by a professional.
• Don’t overload power strips, cords and surge

suppressors. Know how much they can handle.
• To avoid overloading your home’s circuits, don’t plug

too many devices into one circuit.
• Install ground-fault circuit interrupters in the kitchen,

bathrooms, laundry room and garage — wherever you
might find yourself working near water.
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Dear Pat: I recently moved into a new home, and it
feels drafty. I added weather stripping to the doors and
windows, but it doesn’t seem to have solved the prob-
lem. Are there additional steps I can take to increase
comfort? — Rob J.

Dear Rob: Sealing air leaks is one of the easiest and
most cost-effective improvements you can make
in your home. Weather stripping doors and win-

dows is a great first step and one that will likely pay for it-
self within a year. However, there are less-obvious sources
of air leakage that can cause signifi-
cant discomfort in your home. The
average home leaks about half of its
air every hour through various cracks
and gaps. These air leak openings add
up to a 2-foot-square hole in the aver-
age home — that’s like having a win-
dow open all day, every day! Sealing
your home can help keep heated and
cooled air indoors, making your home
more comfortable and reducing your
energy bill. 

While drafty windows and doors are obvious sources of
air leakage, there are other places where air could be es-
caping and where moisture, pollen, dust and pests could be
getting in. For example, holes drilled into your walls, ceil-
ing and attic for plumbing pipes and electrical lines can be
a major source of air leakage. Outlet covers and recessed
lights can also have small gaps where conditioned air can
escape. Other sources could be leaks in air ducts in un-
heated spaces, fireplace chimneys and attic access hatches.

To find air leaks, you can start with a visual inspection,
checking for gaps and cracks where air could escape. Walk
around your home’s exterior and closely examine where
different building materials meet such as around the foun-
dation perimeter, around outdoor water faucets and where
the siding and the chimney meet. Indoors, examine com-
mon sources of air leakage, including electrical and water
service entrances, baseboards, door and window frames
and attic hatches. 

Though a visual inspection can often identify the most
obvious areas for improvement, a blower-door test can
give you the most thorough accounting of air leaks in your
home. A blower-door test is commonly performed during

an energy audit. During this test, a powerful fan is
mounted in the frame of an exterior door, pulling air out-
side of the house and lowering the air pressure inside.
Then, the higher pressure air from outside of the house
comes in through any unsealed openings, which the energy
auditor locates, often using a smoke pen. Check with your
electric co-op to see if it offers home energy audits.

Once you have found the air leaks, the next step is to
seal them up. The materials you need will depend on what
gap is being sealed. Your co-op’s energy adviser, an en-
ergy auditor or your local hardware store can help guide

you to the right products:
• Doors and windows with gaps at the

frame need weather stripping.
• Small gaps such as those around

outlets or between the baseboard
and the floor can be filled with
caulk, a flexible material dispensed
with a caulking gun.

• Large gaps and holes such as those
around pipes may need foam insula-
tion, foil insulation, sheeting or a
combination of materials.

You may have heard that your home needs some
amount of air leakage to stay properly ventilated — and
this is true. A home that is too “tight” can have issues with
too much interior moisture as well as carbon monoxide
risks if combustion appliances don’t have adequate ventila-
tion. It is especially important that you not plug up vents
that bring in outside air to a gas or propane furnace or
stove. 

However, relying on uncontrolled air leaks instead of
using mechanical ventilation is not a good idea. In cold,
windy weather, your home will be drafty, but in warm, still
weather, not enough air may come in, leaving you with
moisture and air quality issues. An energy auditor can use
a blower-door test to ensure a healthy level of air infiltra-
tion for your home and, in the unlikely event that your
home is too tight, recommend a good ventilation strategy.

This column was co-written by Pat Keegan and Amy
Wheeless of Collaborative Efficiency. For more informa-
tion on ensuring quality energy-efficiency work, visit
www.collaborativeefficiency.com/energytips or email
Keegan at energytips@collaborativeefficiency.com.

HOME ENERGY Q&A Energy expert Patrick Keegan answers your questions 

Improve comfort and save energy by sealing air leaks
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Caulk is used to seal small gaps and
cracks where air can escape. Photo
Credit: U.S. Air Force
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The Tennessee Valley Authority built
a dam in Johnson County in the
1940s, permanently flooding the

valley that included the small town of But-
ler and creating Watauga Lake. There is
nothing unique about this. TVA and the
Army Corps of Engineers built dams and
flooded valleys all over Tennessee and
north Alabama between the 1930s and
1960s.

What is unusual about Butler is that, in
the years following their move to higher
ground, some of its former residents chose
not to throw away some of the old posses-
sions, furniture and photographs that re-
minded them of life in their hometown.
They eventually put all of this memora-
bilia in a single place, now known as the
Butler Museum. Because of this, Butler of
the early 1900s may be the best-preserved and -docu-
mented small town in Tennessee.

I recently reflected on this irony on a visit to the Butler
Museum. You can learn a lot there about what communi-

ties such as Butler were like, why TVA flooded such
places and what the residents went through.

It is important to remember, for instance, that there was
— and is — more to TVA than electricity. One of its main
purposes was flood control. Butler, along with other loca-
tions along the Watauga River, flooded in 1867, 1886,
1901, 1902, 1916, 1924 and 1940. Not only did these
floods destroy hundreds of homes and businesses in But-
ler, it did the same in every community downstream (Eliz-
abethton, for instance). The 1940 flood destroyed the
railroad line from Elizabethton to Mountain City, and it
was never rebuilt.

Herman Tester, a native of old Butler and the chairman
of the Butler Museum board of directors, told me on my
recent trip to the museum that he was still learning about
things that were destroyed by the Watauga River’s many
floods.

“Look at this panoramic photograph of the Luppert
Lumber Company, which was right here in Butler,” he
said, referring to a detailed photo on the wall. “Look at all
this equipment and all these buildings and all these homes. 

“This is the type of business that obviously struggled to
stay here because of the floods. And I grew up here and
had never even heard of this company!”

TVA first started building a dam on the Watauga River
in 1942 but left the project half-finished during World War

Scenes of flooded town on display 
at Butler Museum

HISTORY LESSON by Bill Carey, the Tennessee History Guy
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Town native Herman Tester gives a tour at the Butler
Museum. (Tennessee History for Kids photo)

The location at which
Watauga Dam was built

(TVA photo)
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II. By the time it resumed work on the dam in 1946, many
residents of Butler doubted that TVA would ever finish. But
when the authority began buying up homes, farms and busi-
nesses, it was obvious that everyone had to move. 

Many residents decided to move together and organize a
new planned community on a subdivided farm. They origi-
nally called this community Carderview. Five years later,
they decided to change the name to Butler to honor the
name of their original town. 

In the early 1900s, Butler was a typical East Tennessee
tobacco-farming and lumber town with about 750 residents.
It had a post office, grocery stores, furniture store, drug
store, doctor’s office, gas stations, several churches and
about a hundred houses. Butler’s most notable institution
was Watauga Academy, which traced its origins to a school
started in 1871.

At the museum, you can see many of the things that were
moved when the water started to rise. There is equipment
that was used in the Butler post office, a horse-drawn hearse
and several coffins, furniture from homes, equipment from
Whiting’s lumber mill and even the chair from Kyle Stout’s
barber shop. 

I would argue that photographs are the most interesting
part of this museum. There are photos of old houses, chil-
dren growing up in Butler, dam construction and people
from Butler who served in the U.S. military, including a
longtime member of the U.S. House of Representatives
named B. Carroll Reece. There are wonderful photos of
church get-togethers. There are photos of structures being
moved to higher ground.

The remains of more than 20,000 people had to be
moved to make way for TVA lakes. But over the years, I
have found few photos that document the process of ceme-
tery relocation, likely a reflection of the TVA propaganda
machine. However, there are at least three photos at the But-
ler Museum that show people digging up old graves. They
speak volumes about the grim, personal impact that such

forced relocations had on long-
term residents.

In 1983, TVA drained Watauga
Lake to work on the dam. For a
few weeks, the remains of old But-
ler were exposed again, and aged
residents flocked back to inspect
the remains of the town. They
found roads, stone walls, founda-
tions and even the solid rock walls

of an old shoe shop in the middle of town. This unusual
event is well documented at the museum, and you can even
see television news broadcasts about what was for many for-
mer residents of Butler an emotional homecoming.

The Butler Museum is a wonderful place that, like so
many other small local museums in Tennessee, operates on
volunteer time and donations. The institution is adding to its
holdings and not long ago moved to the museum grounds a
general store building that had been in old Butler.

I highly recommend visiting the museum and suggest
that you go to www.thebutlermuseum.com for more infor-
mation like operating hours and more. 

A group of men remove a coffin from a grave in prepara-
tion of the manmade lake that covered the former com-
munity of Butler. (Butler Museum photo)
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A young visitor to the Butler Mu-
seum waves to the photo of a boy
named Russell Mink pulling his
wagon through Butler in 1947.
(Tennessee History for Kids
photo)
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West Tennessee_____________________________

Now-June 3 • “Firefall,” “Astronaut,”
“Seasonal Stargazing” and “One
World, One Sky: Big Bird’s Adven-
ture,” Sharpe Planetarium, Memphis.
901-636-2362 or memphismuseums.org

May 1 • Eighth Annual Tanya Taylor
Family Memorial Bike Ride for Mis-
sions, First Baptist Church of Dyer, Dyer.
731-562-7135 or 
office@firstbaptistdyer.com

May 1-7 • 79th Annual West Tennessee
Strawberry Festival, downtown Hum-
boldt. 731-784-1842 or 
humboldttnchamber.org/
strawberry-festival.html

May 7 • Master Gardener Plant Sale,
West Tennessee Research Education Cen-
ter, Jackson. 731-668-8543 or 
madisoncountymg.org

May 7 • Covington FFA Tractor Ride,
800 Tennessee Ave., Covington. 
901-634-4382 or harper7244@gmail.com

May 21 • Third Annual Obion County
Crawfish Festival and Kids Day in the
Park, Obion County Fairgrounds, Union
City. 731-446-5115 or 
obioncountycrawfish.com

May 28-29 • Exit 56 Blues Fest, West
Tennessee Delta Heritage Center, 
Browsnville. 731-779-9000

Middle Tennessee_____________________________

May 1 • BonAir Mountain History
Fair, 9479 Crossville Highway, Sparta.
931-935-6463

May 3 • Open Arms Care Foundation
10th Annual Golf Tournament, Forrest
Crossing Golf Club, Franklin. 
openarmscare.org

May 5-7 • The Strawberry Patch
Spring Market, The Strawberry Patch,
Hartsville. thestrawberrypatchtn.com

May 6-7 • Northfield Vineyards Spring
Market, Northfield Vineyards, Sparta.
931-761-9463 or northfieldvineyards.com

May 6-7 • Willow Oak Arts Center
Presents a Concert of American Music,
Springfield High School, Springfield.
615-380-8071 or willowoakarts.org

May 6-7 • Hohenwald SpringFest, Me-
morial Park, Hohenwald. 931-306-8636
or hohenwaldspringfest.com

May 6-8 • Ninth Annual Bledsoe’s Fort
Colonial Fair, Bledsoe’s Fort Historical
Park, Castalian Springs. 615-461-0222 or
bledsoesfair.com
May 6-8 • 2016 Spring Tennessee 
Craft Fair, Centennial Park, Nashville. 
615-736-7600 or tennesseecraft.org
May 6-8 • 12th Annual International
Dogwood Festival, downtown 
Winchester. 866-967-2532
May 6-15 • The Fly presents “The For-
eigner,” 204 S. Main St., Shelbyville.
931-684-8359 or flyartscenter.com
May 6 and 20 • Millersville Bluegrass
Show and Jam, Millersville Community
Center, Millersville. 615-429-6831 or
millersvillebluegrass.com 
May 7 • Historic Granville Cornbread
and Moonshine Bash, throughout
Granville. 931-653-4151 or granvilletn.com
May 7 • Dogwood Spring Festival 
Excursion Train to Monterey, Tennessee
Central Railway Museum, Nashville. 
615-244-9001 or tcry.org

May 7 • Maury County Master 
Gardener Annual Plant Sale, 1018
Maury County Park Drive, Columbia. 
931-486-0980 or lheidkamp@charter.net

May 7 • Kentucky Derby Party to Ben-
efit Rose Mont Historic Home, 810 S.
Water Ave., Gallatin. 615-451-2331 or
www.historicrosemont.org

May 7 • Labor of Love Garden Party
by the Wilson County Master Garden-
ers, 1075 Charlie Daniels Parkway, Mt.
Juliet. 615-758-6522 or 
wilsoncountymg.org

May 7 • Dewdrop Jamboree, Washing-
ton Theatre at Patterson Park, Murfrees-
boro. 615-542-6427 or
www.facebook.com/
TheOriginalDewdropJamboree

May 7 • Sewanee Arts and Crafts Fair,
Shout Park, University of the South, 
Sewanee. 615-337-4717

May 7 • Fly Store Spring Pack Rat
Sale, Historic Fly General Store, 
Santa Fe. 931-682-2356
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TENNESSEE ALMANAC Events and happenings around the state

May 28 • 18th Annual Granville Heritage Day, throughout Granville.
931-653-4151 or granvilletn.com

The 18th Annual Granville Heritage Day, “Celebrating 1930s in
Granville,” will feature one of Tennessee’s largest antique car, tractor
and engine shows, a bluegrass festival, parade, live demonstrations with
pioneer craftsmen, craft booths, children’s rides, great food and much
more. More than 10,000 attended in 2015.

Submit your events!
Email submissions to events@tnelectric.org or visit tnmagazine.org.
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May 7 • Music to My Ears Spring Arts
and Crafts Festival, Mt. Juliet High
School, Mt. Juliet. 615-293-6054

May 7 • Smith County Home, Farm and
Garden Show, Smith County Ag Center,
Carthage. 615-735-2093 or 
www.facebook.com/
smithcountyhomefarmandgardenshow

May 7 • Celebration City Region Car
Club Swap Meet and Car and Truck
Show, Tennessee Walking Horse National
Celebration Grounds, Shelbyville. 
931-684-9379 or 931-684-0093

May 12-13 • Historic Rural Life Festival,
Tennessee Agricultural Museum, Nashville.
615-837-5197 or tnagmuseum.org 

May 12-14 • Crafters’ Exchange Con-
signment Sale, Lane Agri-Park Commu-
nity Center, Murfreesboro. 615-542-1669
or crafters-exchange.blogspot.com

May 12-14 • The Hayloft Spring Barn
Sale, The Hayloft, Clarksville. 
615-270-9429

May 13 • Day of Washing, Churning 
and Learning, Oaklands Historic House
Museum, Murfreesboro. 615-893-0022 or
oaklandsmuseum.org
May 14 • Capture and Burning of the
Linden Courthouse by Federal Troops,
downtown Linden. 931-628-8622 or 
931-628-8621
May 14 • 75th Annual Middle Tennessee
Strawberry Festival, downtown Portland.
615-325-9032 or portlandcofc.com
May 14 • Volunteer Work Day and
Cookout, Indian Creek at Edgar Evins
State Park, Silver Point. 800-250-8619 or
931-858-2114 

May 14 • North American Quilling
Guild Annual Conference and Art 
Display, Hotel Preston, Nashville. 
615-453-7665
May 14 • Middle Tennessee Mule Skin-
ners Annual Mule Show, Woodbury 
Fairgrounds, Woodbury. 615-624-1708
May 14 • Cruise-In, McMinnville 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
McMinnville. 931-212-7590
May 14 • Bluegrass in the Grove,
Fiddlers Grove Historic Village, Lebanon.
615-443-2626
May 14 • Huntingtons Disease Society of
America Nashville Team Hope Walk,
Shelby Park Events Field, Nashville. 
615-714-8267 or hdsa.donordrive.com
May 18 • Battle of the Badges Blood
Drive, Jimmy Floyd Family Center,
Lebanon. 615-453-4545

May 19 • Jammin’ with the General,
Historic Lebanon Square, Lebanon. 
615-444-5503 or lebanonwilsonchamber.com

May 20-21 • Blacksmith Conference,
Cannonsburgh Pioneer Village, Murfrees-
boro. 615-319-3790 or aacblacksmiths.org

May 20-21 • Good Ole Days, Courthouse
Square, Woodbury. 615-563-5304

May 20-21 • Gallatin Coin and 
Currency Show, Gallatin Civic Center
Gym, Gallatin. 615-451-5911 

May 21 • Bark in the Park, Wilson
County Fairgrounds, Lebanon. 
615-444-1144 or newleashonline.com

May 21 • Urban Gardening Festival,
Master Gardeners of Davidson County
Demonstration Garden, Nashville. 
615-403-5766

May 21 • Fly In/Cruise In, Houston
County Airport, McKinnon. 
931-721-6713 or ay37178@gmail.com

May 21 • Fifth Annual Viola Valley 
Half Marathon, 15 Lynn St., Viola. 
931-635-3413 
violavalleyhalfmarathon.com

May 21 • Second Annual Charity Safe
House Poker Run, Liberty Park Grill,
Clarksville. 931-249-0588 or 
corvettesofclarksville.com

May 21 • Antique Tractor, Antique
Truck and Gas Engine Show,
Lebanon Ward Agriculture Center and
Fairgrounds, Lebanon. 615-444-6944 or
jwdamitch@dishmail.net

May 21 • Good Time Cruisers Cruise In,
Liberty Square, Sparta. 931-212-7658

May 21-22 • Native American Pow Wow
and Festival, Edgar Evins State Park, Sil-
ver Point. 800-250-8619 or 931-858-2114 
May 23-29 • Annual Western Wallflower
Pontoon Boat Tours on Center Hill
Lake, Edgar Evins State Park, Silver
Point. 800-250-8619 or 931-858-2114 
May 25 • Battle of the Badges Blood
Drive, Mt. Juliet Community Center, Mt.
Juliet. 615-758-6522 
May 25-30 • Memorial Week Yard Sale,
Valley Creek Road, Culleoka. 
931-987-0670
May 26-28 • Singing on the Farm, 3415
Cromwell Ridge Road, Cypress Inn. 
931-724-9663 or marvinmorrow.org
May 26-28 • Spring Fun Show, Calsonic
Arena, Shelbyville. 931-684-5915 
May 27-28 • Arts and Ag Tour, farms
throughout Hickman County. 
931-729-5300 or artsandag.com

May 28 • 18th Annual Granville 
Heritage Day, throughout Granville. 
931-653-4151 or granvilletn.com

May 28 • Cajunfest 2016, Amber Falls
Winery, Hampshire. 931-285-0088 or 
amberfallswinery.com

May 28 • Memorial Day Weekend
Campsite Decoration Contest,
Edgar Evins State Park, Silver Point. 
800-250-8619 or 931-858-2114 

May 28 • Waverly Lions Paul Haase 
Memorial Run, Waverly Junior High
School, Waverly. 931-296-3376

May 28 • Viola Fire Department Benefit
Truck and Tractor Pull, Viola Sports
Park, Viola. 931-224-6204

May 30 • Williamson County Memorial
Day Program, Williamson County 
Veterans Park, Franklin. 615-789-5623

East Tennessee____________________________

May 7 • Restless Heart, Niswonger 
Performing Arts Center, Greeneville. 
423-638-1679 or npacgreeneville.com

May 14 • Bird Walk with the Lee and
Lois Herndon Tennessee Ornithological
Society Chapter, Sycamore Shoals State
Historic Park, Elizabethton. 423-543-5808
or sycamoreshoalstn.org

May 14 • Kody Norris and the Watauga
Mountain Boys, Heritage Hall Theatre,
Mountain City. 423-727-7444 or 
heritagehalltheatre.org 

May 14-15 • Flint-Knapping Workshop,
Sycamore Shoals State Historic Park, 
Elizabethton. 423-543-5808 or 
sycamoreshoalstn.org

May 18-22 • Wilderness Wildlife Week,
LeConte Center, Pigeon Forge. 
865-453-8574

May 20-21 • Antique Tractor and 
Engine Show and Swap Meet, Back
Country Antiques, Maryville. 
865-621-3103 or foothillsclub.com

May 20-22 • Jonesborough’s Dulcimer
Weekend, downtown Jonesborough.
828-553-7543 or www.heritageall.org

May 21-22 • 22nd Annual Siege at Fort
Watauga, Sycamore Shoals State Historic
Park, Elizabethton. 423-543-5808 or
sycamoreshoalstn.org
May 28-29 • Butler Museum Opening,
Butler Museum, Butler, 423-768-3534 or
thebutlermuseum.com
May 28-29 • Art on the Greene 2016,
Historic Banner Elk School, Banner Elk,
North Carolina. 828-387-0581
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Clockwise around the plate are Perfect Tea,
Golden Raisin Scones, Tea Sandwiches and Cucumber-Radish Sandwiches.

Photograph by Robin Conover • Recipes compiled by Tammy Algood

TeaTime
Hit the spot with an old-fashioned tea party
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Bridal showers, Mother’s Day, grad-
uation celebrations and wedding

receptions are on your calendar. May is
the month to have a party ... a tea party,
that is! These recipes make beautiful
and delicious morsels to be served up in
any number of elegant situations. 

The Perfect Pot of Tea
Yield: 2 servings
3 teaspoons loose tea
Water
Milk
Sugar cubes
Lemon slices

Bring a kettle of freshly drawn cold
water to a boil over high heat. When the
water comes to a boil, pour a small
amount into a teapot and replace the lid.
Allow the teapot to warm for up to 1
minute. Drain the pot and add the loose
tea or place the tea in a tea ball and add
to the pot. Add the boiling water and
allow to brew 3-4 minutes. If using
loose tea, pour through a strainer into
tea cups. Serve hot tea with milk, sugar
cubes and fresh lemon slices.

Note: If you prefer to use tea bags,
use round ones with no strings or tags
attached. Use 1 regular tea bag per cup. 

Cucumber-Radish Sandwiches
Yield: 8 servings
1 large cucumber, thinly sliced
1 tablespoon white wine vinegar
1⁄2 teaspoon salt
1⁄4 teaspoon white pepper
6 slices white bread, crusts removed
3 tablespoons unsalted butter, softened
4 radishes, trimmed and thinly sliced
Fresh parsley sprigs or watercress for

garnish

Place the cucumber slices in a shal-
low glass dish and sprinkle with the
vinegar, salt and pepper. Cover and let
stand 2 hours at room temperature.

When ready to assemble, drain the
cucumbers and pat dry with paper
towels. Cut the trimmed bread slices
into 4 pieces or use decorative cutters
to form shapes. Spread the butter on
the bread slices. Layer the cucumber
and radish slices on top and garnish
with the parsley. 

Chicken Salad Cups
Yield: 10 servings
20 slices white bread
6 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted
1 cup diced cooked chicken
3 bacon strips, cooked and crumbled
2 tablespoons chopped pecans
2 tablespoons chopped seedless green

grapes
2 tablespoons chopped fresh chives, 

divided
2 tablespoons mayonnaise
2 tablespoons sour cream
1⁄4 teaspoon onion salt
1⁄8 teaspoon white pepper 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Cut
each bread slice with a 3-inch round
cutter and brush both sides with the
melted butter. Press into ungreased mini
muffin cups and bake 12-13 minutes or
until golden-brown and crisp. Cool 3
minutes before removing from the pan.
Place on a wire rack to cool completely. 

Meanwhile in a medium bowl, com-
bine the chicken, bacon, pecans, grapes,
half of the chives, mayonnaise, sour
cream, salt and pepper. Spoon evenly
into the cooled bread cups and garnish
with the remaining chives. 

Note: These can be completely made
and refrigerated up to 2 hours before
serving. 

Tea Sandwiches
Yield: 8 servings
3 ounces cream cheese, softened
1 tablespoon mayonnaise
1 teaspoon fresh snipped chives
1 teaspoon fresh minced parsley
1⁄8 teaspoon white pepper
6 slices white bread, crusts removed
1⁄3 cup cooked salad shrimp
Paprika for garnish

In a small bowl, stir together the
cream cheese, mayonnaise, chives,
parsley and pepper. Cut the trimmed
bread slices into 4 pieces or use decora-
tive cutters to form shapes. Spread the
cream cheese mixture on the bread
slices. Top with salad shrimp and dust
with paprika before serving.

Chilled Asparagus Soup
Yield: 8 servings
1 (16- to 18-ounce) can asparagus,

drained
1 (14.5-ounce) can reduced-sodium

chicken stock
1 teaspoon lemon juice
1⁄2 cup heavy cream
1⁄8 teaspoon cayenne pepper
Chopped fresh chives for garnish

In the bowl of a food processor,
puree the asparagus 10 seconds. Add
the stock and juice through the chute
and process until smooth. With the
motor running, add the cream and
cayenne through the chute and process
to blend. Transfer to a serving bowl,
cover and refrigerate up to 1 day ahead
of using. Serve chilled or slightly
warmed with a garnish of fresh chives.

Golden Raisin Scones
Yield: 8 scones
2 cups all-purpose flour
3 tablespoons sugar, divided
1 tablespoon baking powder
1⁄2 teaspoon salt
4 tablespoons unsalted butter
6 tablespoons heavy cream, divided
2 eggs 
1⁄2 cup golden raisins
Jam of your choice

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees.
Lightly grease a baking sheet and set
aside.

In a mixing bowl, combine the flour,
2 tablespoons of sugar, baking powder
and salt. Cut in the butter until the mix-
ture is crumbly. Stir in 51⁄2 tablespoons
of cream and the eggs. Fold in the
raisins and transfer to a lightly floured
surface. Knead gently until the dough is
sticky. Divide in half and roll out into a
circle of 1-inch thickness. Cut the circle
into quarters and place on prepared bak-
ing sheet. Repeat with the remaining
dough. Brush the tops with the remain-
ing cream and sprinkle with the remain-
ing sugar. Bake 13-15 minutes or until
golden-brown. Cool slightly on a wire
rack. Serve warm or at room tempera-
ture with the jam of your choice. 
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Continued on page 34
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Easy Brownie Bites
Yield: 32 pieces
1 (20-ounce) package chocolate

brownie mix
1⁄3 cup semisweet chocolate chips
1⁄3 cup whipping cream

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.
Grease miniature muffin pans and set
aside.

Prepare the brownie mix according
to the package directions and let stand
in the mixing bowl for 5 minutes to
thicken. Spoon 1 tablespoon into each
muffin cup and bake 12 minutes. Re-
move from the pans and cool com-
pletely on a wire rack.

In a glass measuring cup, combine the
chocolate chips and cream. Microwave on
high 1 minute. Stir until smooth. Spread
the frosting over the tops of each brownie
bite, ending with a decorative swirl. 

Chocolate Meringues
Yield: 10 servings
3 egg whites

1⁄2 cup cocoa powder
1⁄2 cup sugar
1⁄8 teaspoon cream of tartar

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees.
Grease a baking sheet and set aside.
In the bowl of an electric mixer, beat
the egg whites until stiff. Meanwhile,
in a separate bowl, stir together the
cocoa powder, sugar and cream of tar-
tar. Gently fold into the egg whites,
but do not over-stir. Drop with a tea-
spoon onto the prepared baking sheet,
leaving 2 inches between each. Bake
9-10 minutes or until set. Immediately
place on a wire rack to cool com-
pletely before serving. Store leftovers
in an airtight container.
Pick Tennessee spokesperson
Tammy Algood develops recipes
for The Tennessee Magazine fea-
turing fresh Tennessee food products. Pick
Tennessee Products is a promotion of the
Tennessee Department of Agriculture devel-
oped to help consumers recognize and
choose foods grown or processed in Ten-
nessee. To learn more about our state’s food
products and find more recipes, go to the
Tennessee Department of Agriculture Mar-
ket Development website at www.PickT-
nProducts.org or contact Algood at
615-837-5160 or tammy.algood@tn.gov. 

Taste of Tennessee
Continued from page 33

Watch us 
on the web

What’s the best thing
since sliced bread? It’s
knowing how to get uni-
form, clean slices of the
breads you make yourself.

Knives are tools, and
tools are not interchange-
able. You wouldn’t use a
hatchet to change a flat
tire, and teaching chil-
dren — or yourself —
which kitchens tools
should be used for which
jobs will yield better re-
sults ... and fewer sliced
fingers, too. 

Check out our latest
video at tnmagazine.org
and learn how to cor-
rectly use a specific tool
like the serrated knife. 

Slicing skills will
come in handy when
preparing finger foods
like those described in
this month’s recipes.
Choosing and making
party foods that look
special yet remain easy
to handle are part of a
good host’s job. Your
guests will have a better
time when they don’t
have to worry about

being embarrassed by a
sloppy sandwich falling
apart on the way from
plate to mouth. Instead,
they can concentrate on
enjoying conversations
and the festive atmos-
phere you took such
pains to create.

Questions? Sugges-
tions? Let us hear from
you with an email to
food@tnmagazine.org.
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For more than 50 years, The Tennessee Magazine has
been the official publication of our electric cooperatives,
keeping member-owners informed about their co-op,
showcasing the wonders of electric service and high-

lighting special events around the state.
Back in May 1966, readers saw advertisements for electrical

appliances like window air conditioners and chest freezers,
learned about group health protection and saw how they could
win valuable prizes, including a vacation cottage. 

While our fashions, appliances and recipes have significantly
changed since 1958, our mission to entertain, educate and inform
our readers has not. Here’s a glimpse of what members 50 years
ago saw in The Tennessee Magazine. View the entire May 1966
edition online at www.tnmagazine.org.
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COMMUNITY CORNER What our neighbors are up to

Artist’s Palette for May — You decide what to draw or
paint. No more topics. It’s up to you. Good luck! 
Three age categories: 1 to 9, 10 to 14 and 15 to 18 years
old. Each group will have first-, second- and third-place
winners. 
Media: Drawing or painting on 81⁄2-by-11-inch unlined
paper. We encourage the use of color. 
Entry: Send your original art to: The Tennessee Magazine,
Artist’s Palette — May, P.O. Box 100912, Nashville, TN
37224. (Please make sure you include the month on the
outside of the envelope!)
Deadline: Art must be postmarked by Wednesday, June 1.
Include: Your name, age, address, phone number and
electric cooperative. Leaving anything out will result in
disqualification. Artwork will not be returned unless you
include a self-addressed, stamped envelope with your
submission. Each entry needs its own SASE, please.
Siblings must enter separately with their own envelopes.
Attention, teachers: You may send multiple entries in one
envelope along with one SASE with sufficient postage. 
Winners will be published in the July issue of The Ten-
nessee Magazine. First place wins $50, second place wins
$30 and third place wins $20. Winners are eligible to enter
again after three months. Winners will receive their
checks, artwork and a certificate of placement within 30
days of publication. 

Artist’s Palette 
Assignment for May

We have hidden somewhere in this maga-
zine the icon from the Tennessee flag like
the one pictured here. It could be larger or
smaller than this, and it could be in black

and white or any color. If you find it, send us a postcard
or email us with the page number where it’s located. In-
clude your name, address, phone number and electric
cooperative. One entry per person. Three winners will
be chosen from a random drawing, and each will re-
ceive $20.

Note that the icon we hide will not be on an actual
flag or historical marker, will not appear on pages 20-26
and will not be placed in any ads. This month’s flag will
not appear on this page (that would just be too easy).
Good luck! 

Send POSTCARDS ONLY (no phone calls, please)
to: The Tennessee Magazine, Find the Flag, P.O. Box

100912, Nashville, TN 37224. Or email entries to
flag@tnelectric.org. Entries must be postmarked by
Wednesday, June 1. Winners will be published in the
July issue of The Tennessee Magazine.

March’s Flag Spotters
Thanks for the postcards and

emails again this month identifying
the correct location of the flag,
which was found above the fire-
place on page 29.

Winners are drawn randomly
from each month’s entries. March’s
lucky flag spotters are:
Carolyn Garrett, Michie, Pickwick EC
Crystal Griffith, Clarksville, Cumberland EMC
Lorene Hance, Dandridge, Appalachian EC

Find the Tennessee flag

Are you a poet at heart? If so, we would like to see your ef-
forts in The Tennessee Magazine’s new monthly poetry
contest. Please limit your poem to no more than 100

words. Your work must include a Tennessee theme. Winning
poems will be printed in our June issue.

Subject: While the theme of your poem must include something
Tennessee-related, including the word “Tennessee” is not required.

Age categories: The competition will include six age divisions —
8 and younger, 9-13, 14-18, 19-22, 23-64 and 65 and older. Each
group will have first-, second- and third-place winners. First place
wins $50 and will be printed in the magazine, second place wins
$30 and third place wins $20. Poems capturing first-, second- and
third-place honors will be published online at tnmagazine.org.

What to enter: A poem of 100 words or fewer pertaining to the
theme. One entry per person, and please give your entry a title.

Deadline: Entry must be emailed or postmarked by Friday,
May 27.
Please note: By entering, you give The Tennessee Magazine per-
mission to publish your work via print, online and social media.

Please enter online at tnmagazine.org or mail handwritten en-
tries to: Poetry Contest, The Tennessee Magazine, P.O. Box
100912, Nashville, TN 37224. Please make sure to print your
poem legibly. Please keep a copy of your poem as submissions re-
ceived via mail will not be returned.

All entries must include the following information, or they will be
disqualified: your name, age, mailing address, phone number and
the name of your electric cooperative. 

Call for Entries
Poetry Contest
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WINNERS, 1-9 AGE GROUP: First place: Jonas Hohenadel, age 8, Cumberland EMC; Second place: Anna Niedzielski, age 9, Middle Ten-
nessee EMC; Third place: Elizabeth Edwards, age 8, Upper Cumberland EMC

Kelly Moynihan

Anna Niedzielski

Elizabeth Edwards

Jonas Hohenadel

Juliyahna Ray

Katelyn Groen

Artist’s Palette March Winners

WINNERS, 15-18 AGE GROUP: First place: Nicholas Ma, age 16, Middle Tennessee EMC; Second place: Christina Hines, age 15,
Duck River EMC; Third place: Katelyn Groen, age 15, Middle Tennessee EMC

WINNERS, 10-14 AGE GROUP: First place: Juliyahna Ray, age 14, Sequachee Valley EC; Second place: Zoe Frank, age 12, Middle Ten-
nessee EMC; Third place: Kelly Moynihan, age 12, Chickasaw EC

Nicholas Ma

Christina Hines

Zoe Frank
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Poet’s Playground
Age 8 and younger
Beautiful Tennessee
Tennessee’s lovely mountains cover the
sky with snowy peaks
hikers scour the mountains.
Bears, bobcats, raccoons too
all there waiting just for you
pretty woods and daffodils
like the children dancing sweet.
— Jacob Babel
Middle Tennessee EMC

Age 9-13
Bugs
Some say icky, some 
say gross, others
cool, others insane!
Bugs, are my favorite. 
Long-winged mayflies, 
for they take flight
in the eerie, 
but starry night.
Bugs, are my favorite. 
Tiny snails, crossing 
the dirt at such a slow
pace, can make my 
heart skip a pace.
But the best of them
all are the ants
that line the wall.
One by one, in
a line straight, as
if an army
was in a race.
Some say icky, some
say gross, others
cool, others insane!
But bugs are bugs, 
they help us every day.
— Samantha Rosencrants
Cumberland EMC

Age 14-18
Country Canvas
Sunlight falls in slants;
I pause,
Step back,
Compare my painting with

The twilight sky.
Pink, orange, purple, red,
Mixed in a Master’s palette
Painted with unseen strokes,
Clouds dabbed.
I add a last touch —
My earthly canvas holds
Sky, colors,
Clouds,
A flock of birds
Flying.
I linger long on the last one
Until it fades past the horizon.
Then I’m done.
But I’ve only captured
A tiny frame of time
Reduced in glory
A blurred memory.
I clean my brushes and
Go home with my memory
As it melts past vision
And the shadows are long.

— Anna Kurschner
Chickasaw EC

Age 19-22
Southern/Minded II: River-Lake
Copperhead rocks glint in the sun-dark
as a fisherman’s son drinks in the waterfall
of beer and leftover BBQ. The water’s tail
finishes its pendulum contortion, flashes
jack salmon in a brush upon the waves.

A snag on the line, the water brimming
with tiny flitting mouths with dragonflies
above. The trurkle of the stream
taking a stroll in the tree breeze
on shore, filtering the creaking waves 

napping at the bow. Stern 
face muscles relax in a sweat
as the humid rocks and anchors.
The quiet of the night. The biggest fish
now caught.

— Hunter Keough
Pickwick EC

Age 23-64
Hummers
Ruby-throated hummingbird,
Most common breed.
Your nest is spider silk and lichens;
Lined with dandelions, cattails, thistledown.
It stretches to hold the nest.
Pea-sized eggs become babies,
Mother fed for only ten days before
Learning to strive for life.
Many colors look like dinner,
But flowers and feeders are more satisfying.
Smallest warrior so brave, inquisitive.
Hummer wars rage through summer,
Where even offspring become rivals
For food. They are serious battles.
Your tiny, strong wings must cross
The Gulf of Mexico
To winter in Southern climes.
Beautiful Hummingbird
Come back to us with spring.

— Mary Hodges

Age 65 and older
Up There
My grandma flew once in my uncle’s

two-seat Piper
Soaring above the Tennessee farms of

flattened fields
Cotton needing pickers and summer gardens
Wilting from too little rain.
They looped over the River,
barges along its middle
Making it a highway from the sky.
She said it looked like the River Jordan,
Felt like God was all around them,
Painting the sky with whipped cream clouds
And the earth rolling off the tip of God’s

paint brush,
knowing no bounds.
“Down here,” she said. “We are weighted

down
By trouble and sin, but up there, it all

floats away.”
— Patricia Hope

See page 36 for details on how to enter The Tennessee Magazine’s monthly poetry contest.

Congratulations to our winners. Be sure to visit our website, tnmagazine.org, to
read more poetry from our runners-up.
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MARKETPLACE Products and services from our neighbors in Tennessee and across the country

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS

10 lb. bag treats up to 4,000 sq. ft. $85.00.
50 lb. bag treats up to 20,000 sq. ft.
$327.00.  FREE SHIPPING! Certified
and approved for use by state
agencies State permit may be required.
Registered with the Federal E.P.A.

800-328-9350
Marble size pellets.  Work at any depth.

KillLakeWeeds.com
AQUACIDE CO.
PO Box 10748, DEPT 567

White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748

Order online today, or request free information.

KILL LAKE WEEDS

Our
61st
year

New
Reduced

Price!
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MANUFACTURED HOME
INSURANCE

• Replacement Cost Coverage
• Comprehensive/All Risk

• Nation’s Largest MH Insurer
• Most Coverage Available for the Money

• Competitive Rates for Older Homes
• Payment Plans Available

• Licensed in TN & KY
Call for a Free Quote

1-877-589-1904 or 615-230-1904
www.charlietaylorhomes.com

CHARLIE TAYLOR INSURANCE AGENCY
1326 Hwy 109 So. • Gallatin, TN 37066
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Hey Connie
Could you give me some information about how old this

globe is? It has been at my school for as long as I can remem-
ber. I was thinking somewhere around 1910-1960.

Xandra,

Xandra,
Your Cram’s

No. 3, 12-inch,
tabletop globe
dates before 1948
when Israel was
created and re-

placed Palestine on maps. A simple, metal-base globe sells
for $15 to $40. 

Dear Mrs. Davenport, 
I am in a quandary about this vase. My grandmother got it

from a lady who was born around the time of the Civil War. I
am curious if it could be a piece of Loetz or possibly Kralik
glass? 

There are no markings on the bottom. It has what I believe
to be “stuck decoration” around the base. It does not have a
fire-polished rim or a ground pontil on the base. I would ap-
preciate your expertise in helping me to identify which com-
pany may have made it.
Page, Dixon Springs

Dear Page,
I love a good “quandary,” and

identifying the maker of your vase
seemed possible — until I began
the research. I’m sure the vase is
art nouveau made between 1880
and 1920. Without a signature but
with this level of creativity, Bo-
hemian is the closest attribution I
am willing to assign. In addition to
art glass producers Loetz and Kra-
lik, the house of Rhindskopf is also
a possibility. 

Loetz originated the oil-spot iridescent green finish, but
others quickly followed suit. The pattern of this uranium
green iridescent blown-glass vase is known as martele
(French for hammered). 

The decision to polish the base or not seems to fall on the
artist, not the companies. You have a stunning vase from Eu-
ropean glass-makers made during a time of intense creativity
and production. Although you didn’t ask, others will want to
know that the vase might sell at auction for around $200.
The quandary continues, I’m afraid.

Hi, Connie Sue,
My grandfather left me some interesting items that he

collected through the early 20th century while living in New
York. One of these items is a bulldog paperweight. The bull-

dog with post and chain ap-
pears to be bronze and is
6 inches long, 33⁄8 inches tall
and 21⁄2 inches wide. The post
is stamped with
“TIFFANY&CO” on the right
side. Would you please pro-
vide any history or informa-
tion about it as well as value? 
Steve

Steve,
Your feisty bulldog straining against the chain and post

that hold him is a reproduction. The seams on the dog’s legs
aren’t something you’d see on a Tiffany-made bronze figure.
I think there may be a silver-colored metal called spelter be-
neath the gold wash. Also, Tiffany’s metalwork figurines al-
ways had a number near the Tiffany mark, and most were
marked “Tiffany Studios.”

These reproductions are not plentiful and sell for $65 to a
few hundred dollars. I don’t know how much information
the buyers possessed when purchasing or
if it even matters. I’m rooting for the
dog’s escape. 

And finally, with no verbal description
or name, this bronze bookend depicting
the United States frigate the Constitution
was submitted online. It was made
around 1920. It appears to be
signed on the lower left “Hugo
Carlborg SC.” If so, a pair of
these bookends currently sell for
$100 to $300. One bookend
would sell for less than half.

Because people are distilling
their book accumulations, the
surviving few favorites are often
bracketed by bookends, causing
sales and values to increase.

40       The Tennessee Magaz ine

IT ’S  JUST STUFF by   antiques appraiser Connie Sue Davenport

Want to learn more about your antiques?
Send your inquiry with photos to the mailing ad-
dress or email below. Only published appraisals
are free. Private appraisals are available for a fee.

Mailing address:
Connie Sue Davenport
P.O. Box 343,
White House, TN 37188

Email: treasures@conniesue.com

Connie Sue Davenport makes her living by appraising houses full of
antiques for private clients and at appraisal events hosted by busi-
nesses and organizations. Her website, ConnieSue.com, describes these
services.
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MARKETPLACE Products and services from our neighbors in Tennessee and across the country

Prices subject to change due to loads and codes. 

30 x 40 x 10 $7,499.00
40 x 75 x 12 $12,999.00
50 x 100 x 12 $18,799.00
60 x 125 x 12 $25,999.00
Mini Storage 20’ x 100’ x 8’-6” $7,299.00

CUSTOM STEEL BUILDINGS AT ANY SIZE

>> AGRICULTURE
>> COMMERCIAL
>> INDUSTRIAL
>> MINI STORAGE

®

1.800.882.5150
PREMIERBUILDINGS.COM

1-800-404-9898
www.mtandv.com

Pre-cast Steel Reinforced 
Concrete Storm Shelter

Complies with F.E.M.A. 
National Recommended Standards

WALT’S BUILDINGS, INC.
“Quality... built to last”

• Residential, Agriculture, Commercial  • Fully insured
• Garages, Barns, Horse Stables, Equipment & General Storage

• Custom Sizes & many options Available
• All colors by “Valspar” with a 40 year warranty

Contact us today for a FREE ESTIMATE
866-294-8716 (toll free) • 615-666-9258

615-666-9974 (fax)
Email: waltsbuildings@nctc.com

www.walts-buildings.com
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Water is one of my favorite subjects to photo-
graph — and to just observe. Sitting beside a
mountain stream, at the base of a waterfall or

on the beach by the lapping of the ocean waves are all
very different and, at the same time, similar.

What I mean is that while visually each is very dis-
tinct, the feelings they conjure up are very similar. The
sight and sound of water seem to instantly wash away
stress and clear my mind. To me, bodies of water are like
universal wells of inspiration to which we migrate for
peace and solace. 

Photographing water, however, can rouse feelings that
are quite the opposite — first being frustration — until
you get the hang of it. Spending a little time planning
your photo shoot will go a long way to making it much
more enjoyable and rewarding. 

My best tips for photographing water include using a
tripod, cable release and circular polarizer. A low ISO
like 100 will allow you to use a slower shutter speed, the
secret to capturing that silky effect in moving water. 

For more tips on how to photograph waterfalls and
rivers, check out our website, tnmagazine.org. 

“Northrup Falls at Colditz Cove”
by Robin Conover

Canon EOS 60D, 24-70 mm 
2.8 L-series lens
mounted on a Bogen tripod
ISO 100, ƒ22 at 4 seconds

Point of View
By Robin Conover

42       The Tennessee Magaz ine
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Turn your house into the sanctuary it should be. Visit 2eScore.com to find out how 

energy efficient your home is and what you can do to improve it. With a high eScore 

and lower energy costs, you’ll be able to live comfortably. 

It’s time to start 
living comfortably.  
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Become a Co-op Voter
It is your right and duty to vote. Whether

it’s local, state or national elections, let your
voice be heard this year on the issues impor-
tant to you and your community. See David
Callis’s colum on page 4 for more information
about the Co-ops Vote campaign.
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