FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Stay safe this summer with these electric safety tips from [Co-op Name] 
Members take co-op message to legislators
	
[CO-OP HEADQUARTERS CITY] – May is National Electric Safety Month, and [CO-OP NAME] is using the opportunity to remind everyone to be safe around electricity. 

“Electricity provides the benefits and conveniences that make modern life possible,” says [CO-OP CEO NAME, POSITION] of [CO-OP NAME]. “What you don’t know or choose to ignore about electrical safety could seriously injure or kill you or someone you love.”

[CO-OP NAME] offers these tips to keep you and your family safe this summer:

· Keep people and pets away from damaged power lines and other electrical equipment. Don’t touch anything in contact with downed lines such as a car, tree, fence or clothesline.

· Don’t climb trees, fly kites, remote-control airplanes or drones; or release balloons near power lines. If you get something stuck on a power line, call [CO-OP NAME] or 911 and stay away!
	
· Keep a safe distance from overhead power lines when working with ladders or installing objects such as antennas or gutters on your home.

· If a power line falls on your car, stay inside the vehicle. Call or ask someone to call 911, then [CO-OP NAME] at [CO-OP EMERGENCY NUMBER]. If you must exit the car, open the door and jump free of the car so that your body clears the vehicle before touching the ground. Once you clear the car, shuffle away using small steps, keeping both feet on the ground, until you are at least 50 feet away.

· All electrical work should be performed by a licensed electrician.

· Use GFCI-protected outlets in kitchens and bathrooms. Water and electricity do not mix.

· Routinely check cords, outlets, switches and appliances for signs of damage. Immediately stop using damaged electrical devices and have them replaced or repaired.

· Do not overload outlets with too many devices or appliances.

· Never run extension cords under rugs or carpets.

· When replacing bulbs, always follow recommended wattage guidelines.

· Test smoke alarms once a month, and replace batteries once a year.

· Don’t throw water on an electrical fire. Use an approved fire extinguisher.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
You can find additional safety tips and information on [CO-OP NAME]’s website at [URL] or at everydaysafe.org.

[CO-OP NAME] is a consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric utility that serves more than [METER COUNT] meters in [COUNTIES SERVED]. Learn more about [CO-OP NAME] at [URL].
NASHVILLE – More than 250 members and employees from Tennessee’s electric cooperatives were in Nashville on Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 9 and 10, for the 2016 Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association’s Legislative Conference. Attendees met with their legislators on Capitol Hill to help them better understand electric cooperatives and the issues that impact rural and suburban Tennessee.

Speaker Beth Harwell welcomed the group to Nashville. “You serve 71 percent of our state and 2.5 million Tennesseans. We recognize the impact you have on our state.”

 “We are here to give a voice to rural Tennesseans,” says David Callis, CEO of the Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association.

“Legislators consider bills that have serious consequences for co-ops and the communities they serve. We must tell the electric cooperative story and educate lawmakers about the impact of proposed legislation,” says Callis. Attendees reminded legislators that co-ops are not-for-profit, member-owned and –regulated private businesses that impact rural and suburban Tennessee in many ways.

Visits focused on specific legislation that impacts co-ops and the communities they serve. Co-op leaders expressed support for a bill that allows electric co-ops to provide broadband Internet service. “We serve the areas with the greatest need for broadband,” says Mike Knotts, Vice President of Government Affairs for the Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association. “We have a role to play in bringing high-speed connectivity to rural Tennessee.” Co-ops also voiced their support of legislation that eliminates a temporary tax exemption for co-ops and discussed the recent Supreme Court decision to halt implementation of the EPA’s Clean Power Plan.

“Educated and informed legislators are necessary for us to provide low-cost, reliable power, and our members make a powerful impression when they come to Nashville,” says Knotts. More than 100 legislative visits were made during the conference, and XX legislators attended a reception honoring members of the Tennessee General Assembly.

The Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association provides legislative and communication support for Tennessee’s 23 electric cooperatives and publishes The Tennessee Magazine, the state’s most widely circulated periodical. Visit tnelectric.org or tnmagazine.org to learn more. 


#  #  #

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Trent Scott | Director of Corporate Strategy | 615.515.5534 | tscott@tnelectric.org[CO-OP MEDIA CONTACT INFORMATION]
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